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CONiM1:3":.;ION 

ASSASSINATION OFTII8-PRESIDENT 

Mr. J. Lee Rankin of the President's Commission contacted the 

Bureau and, in the absence of Malley, spoke with Supervisor Rogge. He 

asked Rogge if it would be convenient for him to be at his office at 2:00 p.m. 

to pick up a letter which he desired to hand deliver to the Bureau. 

Rankin, in delivering the letter, stated that he wanted to point out 

that he was asking that the letter be personally delivered because if the Bureau 

had any observations concerning it he would appreciate being called and he 

would give any of our observations immediate consideration. Rogge stated 

that Mr. Rankin was most laudatory in his comments and attitude of the 

Director and the Bureau. 

It is noted that the attached letter transmits questions developed as 

a result of a close examination by the Commission staff of material which has 

been furnished by the FBI. Rankin indicated that the Commission has reviewed • 

material which has been furnished by other Governmental agencies and that the 

Bureau, as well as the other agencies, was being requested to submit answers 

to various questions being submitted by the Commission. The Commi-:;sion feels 

that these questions might be raised at a later date and desired these.answers. 	i• 
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It is also noted that Mr. ,Rankin's letter dated March 26, 1964, en - 	.. 

expresses the Commission's thankS to the Director for the assistance rend4red. 	I?"
k- 
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The questions relate primarily to the activities of Oswald prior to.the ,,-.: ..;•• 

I assassination and are presently being reviewed so that appropriate answers can 

be prepared. 	 / ', - •,' -*/).-- -----*-- -*- - -."4  
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This matter is being afforded expeditious attention and the completed 

resu:ts will be submitted to the Commission. 	.0.7,,,A.z-- .);•...)\-...--..--.--t..7):=!1 • 
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Questions  for Federal  Bureau of Investigation -- - 

1. Was -there any FBI interestAin Oswald before the April, 1960 

FBI interyievs of Prs. Marguerite Oswald and Pobert Oswald? If so, 
what was the nature and extent of the interest? What initiated the 

April, 1960 questioning of Mrs. Oawnld and Robert Oswald? 	• 

2. At pace 31 of the FBI Report on the Investigation of the • 
Assassination of President Kennedy, it is stated that: 

"An FBI investigation of Oswald had been instituted on . 
thy 31, 1962, so that the FBI would be notified of his 
re-entry by Iimmt,:ration authorities. The purpose of this 
investigation was to determine if Oswald had been recruited 
by a Soviet intelligence service.* 

What was the nature of the FBI's investigation prior to Pay 31, 1962? 
Why was the investigation to determine if Oswald had been recruited by 
Soviet intelligence not instituted earlier, since his plans to return 

to the United States were known mach earlier than Pay 31, 1962. 

(According to the report of SA Fain of July 3, 1961, pace 10, the files.  

of the State Department Passport Office were reviewed on May 9, 1961, 
and revealed Oswald's correspondence with the U.S. EMlopassy in Moscow 
regarding his desire to return to the United States.) 

3. Since the State Department advised the FBI on June h, 1962 
of Oswald's scheduled return, why did the FBI apparently wait until 
June 22, nine days after arrival, to ehech on his arrival? Why did 
the FBI not interview Oswald upon his arrival? 

4'  4. Did the FBI learn of 0.r.4ald's return to Fort Worth from his 

i. ,--,sidter-in-law, Mrs. Robert Oswald (uho advised on June 26, 1962 that 
he had arrived in Fort Worth on June 114), or was this information 
developed independently, and if so, in what uny? Was Oswald placed 

under surveillance upon his arrival in Nev York, or was the first FBI 
contact the interview with him on June 26, 1962? . 

.5. What was the FBI evaluation of Oswald as a result of the 

June 26, 1962 interview/ 

• 6. Why was Oswald interviewed so coon thereafter on Aucuss 14, 

1962? What was the FBI evaluation of Oswald as a result of this 

interview? Where was. this interview held, how long did it take, and 
was there anything remarkable about Oswald's demeanor during the course 

of the interview? 
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7. The Retail Berchants' Credit Association of Fort Worth has 

stated that the IBI-ineptired about Oswald on February 27, 1961, and 

neain on Februnry 7, 1963. If here inquiries took place, why are 

they not mentioned An the Fill reports for the period involved? 

8. The report of.S.A Hosty of September 10, 1963 contains the 

followina item: 	• 

"On April 21, 1963 Dallas confidential informant T-2 

advised that LE2 H. OGUALD of Dallas, Texas, was in contact 

with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New York City at 

which time he advised that he passed out pamphlets for the 

• Fair Play for Cuba Committee. Accordinz to T-2, OSWALD had 

	

: 	a plackard around his neck readinr, 'Rands Off Cuba Viva Fidel'." 

Is this information correct as of the date indicated, and does it 

describe activities which occurred before Oswald's rove to New Orleans? 

9. Row and when did the FDI learn of Oswald': rove to New Orleansl 

10. What prompted the New Orleans FDI Office inquiry into Oswnld's 

activities, which inquiry appears to have begun at least as early as 

June 26, 19637 (See report of SA Knael:, October 31, 1963, pate 3.) 

11. Why are items about Osealdte residence and employment in liev 

Orleans set forth in almost identical fora in the report of SA Hosty 

of the Dallns FT.i Office (SepteeLer 10, 1963) and the report of SA Knack 

of the New Orleans Fhl Office (OcioLer 31, 1963)7 Why is there no other 

mention in the Hosty report of information set forth in the Knack report 

	

1 	.. • under dates earlier than the date of the Ilosty report, and in several 

• Wn,,instnnees under dates earlier than the items about residence and employ-

4 ..,ment that appeared in both reports? 

12. Did SA Cluieley, who interviewed Oswald at the New Orleans 

jail, or SA Kanek, who prepared a report on Oswald, review earlier 

FDI reports on Oswald? Were they aware that, contrary to his state-

ment, Oswald had not lived with his :nether folloyinc discharje from the 

llarine Corps, but rather had cone to Russia? Were they aware that, 

contrary to his statement, his wife's maiden name was not nProsse, 

and that they had not married in Fort Worth but in Russia? 

13. The information about Oswald's residence and employment in 
hew Orleans is also stibstantially duplicated in the report of SA 

De Brueys of October 25, 1963 on the Fair Play for Cuba Committee --
Few Orleans Division. Why, hovever, is Mrs. Oswald described only as 

•••■■•■ 4A1.4. • Z 	• 2 
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"his wife" in the Bosty and Knack report entries concernins residence 
information given by./tre.. Jessie Garner, while the De Bracy's report 
identifies her rore specifically as."hls wire, ;farina Unolacvna 

Oswald" in the mac yererence to ars. Caviler's statement? Was either :- 
SA C!uijey or SA Kaack aware of this indication that I4rs. Oswald's 
maiden name was not "DrosGa": 	 • 

III. Inra was the FBI reaction to the advice obtained on foicust 30 
1963 from 	Bill 3tuckcy that Oswald had told him he had wori:ed and 

been rarried in Ruocia no contrasted with hio inconsistent statements to 
SA Quisley on August 10? 

15. The report of SA Quicjey of October 31, 1963 states that on 
,August 22, 1963 Radio 3tationtlininade available a transcript of the ' 
radio broadcast in which Oswald participated on August 21, 1963. 
Why does the report of CA De tri.cys or October 25, 1963 not include this 
item, but state instead that on Zieptenber 12, 1963 a confidential 
informant made available a transcript or the same radio broadcast? 

16. The report. of SA Kaach of October 31, 1963 states that on 

October 1, 1963 a confidential infoiwelt who was acquainted 'with Game 
phases of Communist Party activities in Hey Orleans, advised that 

.0swald was unknown to him. irny does this item not appear in the report 
of SA De Drueys, which instead includes a similar reference to a state-

ment by a confidential infornant made on October 15, 1963, that the 
informant did not know of Oswald or his wife? Why does this item not 
appear in the Knack report?. 

17. The De Drueys report or October 25, 1963 states that on 

if October 7, 1963 a confidential informant advised that P.O. Box 30016 

. 4J,did not ezist in the Nev Orleans area, and on the same date inquiry at 

V"the- New Orleans Retailers' Credit Bureau failed to turn up any record 
bf an A. J. 'Udell. Uhy do these items not appear in the report'Of 

SA Knack of October 31, 1963? 

18. When did the FBI first obtain from the Hew Orleans Police 
Department the list of Russian names and telephone numbers which had-
been obtained from Oswald's wallet at the tine of his arrest? 

If this infonaltion was retained by the New Orleans Police Department 

but not made available until after the assassination, has the FBI 
received any explanation for this delay? 

19. How did the FBI evaluate Osvald'o voluntary request to be 
interviewed by the FBI in Hew Orleans, particularly in viev of the 
nttttmao ho dinoirqod nL enr1Wr inLorvieust 	. 

' 	• . 



' 20. What was the FBI evaluation of Oswald as a'result of the . 

August 10, 1963 interview/ Vhat was the FBI evaluation of the Fair 

Play for Cuba Committed during theasumar of 1963, and of Oswalt:06 

work for it? 	• 

21. Why did the FBI Investi4ation Division furnish an 'dentin.. 
cation record to the Vcv Orleans FBI Office consisting of a description 

of the two occasions on Which the FBI had received Oswald's fingerprints;
 

first, upon his entry into the Marine Corps; second, upon his arrest in 

Vew Orleans? Why was this information furnished under FBI number 

327 925 D, and not under Oswald's FBI Bureau File HuMber which is 

105-82555? 

22. The FBI Report on the Investic.ation of the Assassination of 

President Kennedy, pace 39, states that in October, 1963, an investiga
tion 

was initiated to ascertain the whereabouts of the Oswalds, following 

advice from a rental agent that they had vacated their apartment and that
 

Yrs. Oswald and their child had departed in a station wagon with TexS.s 

registration. What was the reason for this investigation to ascertain 

Oswald's whereabouts? 

23. What was the FBI reaction to the CIA report of October 10, 

regarding Oswald's visit to the Soviet EMbassy in Mexico City? Why 

did the FBI not request additionAl information or follow-up information 

by the CIA? What was the FBI evaluation of Oswald in view of the CIA 

report? 

21e. Was the 1111 aware of :/:-.trad ic appl:cation on June 2h, 1963 

for a passport, or the issuance of a pasaport on June 25, 1963? .1' Why did the FBI not request that the Passport Office of the Department 

• State include Oswald on a list which would have resulted in advice
 

. 	f.-,to.the FBI of any application for a passport? 	• 

25. What prompted the via efforts to locate Oswald on October 18 

in Fort Worth, or Robert Oswald on October 19 in Fort Worth (before 

receiving advice on October 25, 1963, that Oswald had given the New 

Orleans Post Office a forwardiaz address in Irving, Texas)? 

26. Why did the FBI make three attempts within eight days 

(October 29 - November 5, 1963) to locate Oswald? After being advised ' 

of his place of employment by Mrs. Paine, did the FBI attempt to l
ocate 

him through that lead? Were any further efforts made between Noverriber 

5 and November 22 to locate Oswald, and if not, why not? 
• 

• 
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. 	27. Did SA Rosty interview Marina Oswald and Nrs. Paine alone on
. 

Vovember 1, 1963, or vas he accompanied by another ag
ent or agents? 

At what time of day did- SA Ilosty conduct the interview on November 1, 

1963, and did he receive any advice recarding the t
ime when Oswald was 

expected to visit Mrs. Paine's house that day, or whe
n he might be 

there on another day? 

[ 	• . 

 

 

29. Did SA Hosty state to anyone on :ioveMiner 22, 196
3 that Oswald 

• had contacted two known subversive agents about 1
5 days before the 

: ,assassination, but that the entire information w
as Top Secret? If sop 

to what did SA Hosty refer? 

30. When and for what reason were pages 279 through 2
83 of the 

report of SA Gemberling of February 11, 1964 prepared 
(oettina forth 

the entries in Oswald's address book Which had not bee
n included in the 

report of SA GeMberling of December 23, 1963)? . 
.4 
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