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Joscph A. Ball, Counsecl to W.u'ren Cominission, was ye!verd.xy s key
speaker. lle made a devashuing refutation of Mark Lane and several other critics
of the Warren report. lle described the functioning of the Warren Commisa on and
paid highest tribute to FBI work. : oI TEEETReE

H2 said some persons may question Commission's use of FBI but said in

) his opinion FDBI rcprcsents the very finest invedigative body in the world and why
shouldn't the Commission avail itsell of it. He referred to FBI reporting techniques
and said he has never scen.such thorough, objective, dispassionate reporting,
“\devoid of all coloring, opinion and all partiality. He said, "They read like a stream
lof conscience. " :

He said the FBI interviewed over 25,000 persons, handled all leads
quickly and thoroughly and did an outstanding job. He described the FBI Laboratory [
as absolutely the finest in the world, bar none. ' ] NS

-

Garrison (ncither Garrison nor any of li s staff are in attendance at this onference). X
Although taking a "no comment'" position, Ball described how thoroughly all New :
Orleans angles were checked out and said FBI Agents combed the French Quarter N
and all of its homosexuals without developing any evidence of a consp1racy between
Oswald and pcople there. . . - :

. Ball said the Warren Commission realized the possibility that some future < Ui
evidende might arise Lo shed more light on the Oswuld case, but he insisted such a N
development could not be considered any indictment of the thorough job which was
done with all the Available evidence at the time. DBall said he had not scen to date

! any important evidence which the Comnission had overlooked and he claimed he knew
only what he read in the newspapers. )
Ball's remarks were given considerable coverage in local press, on
‘ radio and lclewsxon The Los Angeles Times also reported an informal,poll.of
Cnome DLstnct Altorneys altending conference. Severzl criticized Ga r}son's
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Ball reforred to the New Orleans angle and District Attorney Jane 8- (;\* v -
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grandstand conduct; one said Garrison should have made the information availabie '
to the FBI instead of procecding on his own. A few supporied Garrison's integrity.

Nothing critical concorning FBI was stated by DBall or anyone else in"
attendance. Ball was strongly applauded and many favorable comments were - -
heard concerning the effectiveness of his refutation of the Warfen critics. PR X

RECOMMENDATION: R

None . . . . informative. / | \ ’pﬂ- b
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