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.organization—a " spin-off . of the now i

_<moribund Stqdents for a. Democratic
.Soclety (SDS)—as & ‘pivotal force in
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"Intelllxenee Agency. In- emotionally su-
gperclurged tones, NCLC .disciples pro-
i‘claim they are gripped in a nightmar-
2jah- 'web .of - CTA-directed conspiracy, j
!mhrwuhlng ‘and . assassination at-
}empts designed to .obliterate NGDC
- gnd its leader, Lyn Mareus, - - *
% The claims are shiouded in the de:
monic shadow world of psychological .
" ‘*programming,” . hypnotism, = -electro-
n;bock, drugs, - sudo-masochistic - torture )
“and sexual degradation, forced .on ke:(
““NCLC members by CIA opetatives and’
«pther sinister forces—not. only to ef- .
fect the assassination of NCLC leader- |
:ship but also help  trigger a fascist
itakeover of America.

#.Fervid NCLC followers see their

“gonntermsurgency,

on one ofvleveml Wu, rum |
|

' hln gang warfars and other. dhruptive 1

; lutionary Youth."v

. dwinging worldwide sociaist revolution, *

and thus as a pr!mowtanzet of CIA! :

fWe must work .
>: Washington memb .

t with apocnlyptic urgency, ... be- ..
i ‘we" don’t succeed, the end of

0NE 0!' THE MOST actiye ndicll
groups in the doMdrunilike- after- J
niath of the-Vietnam war; NCLC' pur-
Jues its various missions with something -: i
-akin to -messianic’ hysteria;’ deluging |

', sthe news media with uhh-pitchpresa l
 ‘peleases, leafleting factories’and plants, :

chaol.dmwnrandrevo-i

predicting:
+Intion in four to.five years and accus-
“ing the~¢overnm’ent

inflation, . unemployment, strikes, : ur-. '

@,etstojusﬂtyatudsta'wkdown.
3 “CIA- PlanlAumlnnuonl ofnevo- "

‘Police - estimate nuﬂonwlde membor-

“$racted into its-bizarre world no only
bons and”daughtérd’ of old-lirie radical
‘Zamilies of the 1930s but alsochildren
-of. politically conventional and- even.
prominent families; including the sons i
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dent,”
oi a Ford Foundstion vice presi

ithe daughter of the president of Sarnh :
Lawrence College and the son of a '
high-nnking State Department ofﬂ

‘cial. :
¥ NCLC is “like an enrly Chrlstian
eect » says W. McNeil Lowry, the Ford
‘Foundation vice president whose son, :
Graham, ig a Boston NCLC member. ‘
“They think they're the only ones who o
'f,)can save the world.” .  ~ ... 2
"“ul stumbled into an NCLC stud'y' :
?gi’oup at the University.of Michigan,” 2
»ays New York NCLC member Susan .
M’agner 24, “1 was attracted to it be--
enuae it was. the only serious .group’
that seemed-to know what it was do-
4ng and how to do it."..

' While other leftist organizations. i
med learned. papers . and - spouted
,;:hetoric .she says, NCLC. organized:
‘support for asanitation strike .in De-.

" troit. -“It was direct action on 2 real °

;gsue—getting a living wage Jor the
workeu.” o

Miss Wmer ml ahe grew upﬂin h
‘ponventional, Midwestern family: - —.;
Ybasically apoliucal but -humanist,
Her father is.an executive’ !or a.#De- .
ipoit-auto .firm,” she: sayw, ,.and her

mother is.a housewife and pnrt-time 2

neretnry Like many NCLC members, -
she..is reluctant to . . give - 1dentﬂ¥lns
g_nﬂcuhrl about_family ‘members. -
+: Speaking: in" clipped, ~unemotlonal
Rones, Miss  Wagner says she has one -
‘hrother, “a very traditional -engineer
... but at least he’s useful. I told him

“We can use him after the -revolution.”

This ‘utilitarian view of the family '
petvades much of NCLC thinking: '

$7#part of our work is organisitig our *’

imrents » says 20-year—od ruc D1~

g"plan " says. Miss Wagner.: ™, . It.
; xequiret a fundamental change in the

kx'elal:ionsh.lp wlth our fqmllles—-n-om a

chnd;parent .relaﬁon!hl

to-adult relationship.”

/~

“they have little direct concrete evi
dence - of -the- “master:: plot,” . ‘but: .
through a network of “sources” and R
2¢hour-a-day monitoring of political,
economic, trade union and other de. -
velopments throughout the world, they _
say they are able to ‘construct “their |
conclusions on “inferential reuon- ;
ing” =~ :
Principal archltect ‘of the CIA plot
theory is' Lyn Marcus,“the Jean ‘and
garrulous national ‘chairman of NCLC- |
who leads  his" organization wlth an .
authoritariar hand “ from' the - ‘eighth
floor headquarters at 231 w. 28th S8t
in Manhattan's garment distrlct oo
. During a ﬂve-hour nonstop mter- "
view, he described’ In minute detail ‘
what he said was the shduction ‘last -
fall of a 26-yearold British member '
of his organization, Christopher ‘White,
by CIA operatives who. forced him to .
-undergo a_ series of harrowing brain-
washing' procedures M over
the course of 50 day: :
White was subjécted, Marcus _claim:,, s
to heavy drugs, electro-lhOck and ac- .
.tual or threatened homosexual acts,
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;animal sodomy and. “of his_'
: own . excrement. . Th ced ‘to ‘a"!
{ f* his eeptors ;

Marcus says, White was psyﬁhological- .;
“programmed" to' fly to 'New ‘York’ ‘
Dec 30 and’ trlgger ‘the assasslnatlon i

! of Marcus' the next day’ by calling in
.- a seven-man Cuban" hit aquad. R

The ~assassination : was'" narrowly i
averted, Marcus cohtinties, when on g
the night of Dec. 30, after seeing the )
dazed White close at’ hand, T realized '
.he was brainwashed.” NCLC quickly
-threw up ‘a specially trained 24-mem- )
. ber “defense squad” cordon around '
. Marcus’ ‘apartment M:n.luttan, se--
questered the stéicken.White and be- A
".gan an ‘elaborate taperecorded “de-
.- programming” procedure, Marcus says.

.. That procedure is continuing on a -

periodic, basis, says Marcus, with the
* layers ot CI.Aimposed programming
‘being pulled back one by one through °

‘gentle paychotherapeutic prodding, '

White, a quiet, soffspoken ‘English-

.man, says. he.believes. he.was brain-

- washed. But when, preued for details "
* he says his true memory;. at this par- :
tlally de-progummed stage, is still

’ -“scrambled”. by .an _intricate set of
ted

The CIA refuses. cpmment on ﬂ:e ‘
-NCLC claims, "Specialists in paycho-
logical wartare, hypnotism and relat-
.ed fields say such. btalnwashing is’
theotetically. possible but unlikely. ;

“It all sounds lke fiction to me,” ;
" says Harry A;-ons, founder of the :
“Amerlcan Assoclation to Advance Ethi- -

“-cal Hypnosis and a jeading researcher -

"1n a classified U.S. AirForcestudyof .
"Russian and.. Communist  Chinese .
breinwnnhlng technifques used in. the
Korean war. “It's Manchurian Candi-



_years a Trotskyite. activist in-the So-i

" . clalist, Workers ga;gbs Marcus.formed:
4n the' 1a 1 5
N%Irfssed in ‘e dark; doubleabreaxtéd‘
suit and natty bow:tie; Martus ltandm
in stark contrast to the moutly: youth-.
 ful staff workers seurrying around

licly” avowed - “Operation Mop-Up”
“destroy” the Communint Puty

its elite “defense squad”; ao k
. ‘members trained in'the “martial art
-including karate, but.emphasizes
”purpose is solely -defensive.:

+'Since the 1930s, “I was-resoly
-'no. revolutionary moveme: going |
-to ‘be brought into. being:inithe !
; unlesa I brought it into- bein,
“NCLC chieftain Marcus.‘

. counterculture . motto.. ‘do.. , YOUE: 03

: Prolelarian Solidntity

“Astands as a central . coord.tmtinl unit

him in blue jeans, boots and shaggy
sweaters.

The headquarters {s. manned . 24 !
hotrs a day by a 60-member staff. !
They function in a tightly structured,
.almost puritanical atmosphare, reject:
ing the free-wheeling self-indulgence °
of much of the radical counterculture.

“ Clothing and hair styles are subduecL
Workers rarely utter obscentties. 'I‘he
smoking of marljuana ia i
‘prohibited. An authoritarian ah b'ﬁigs
in the offices. ™ )

“Pot and ro ﬁf musie are destructtve :
to creative ab; ﬂes—they’rqm e8cipe;
thing,” says Susan Wagner. ".l‘he

thing’ is absolutely bestial” . . s hide- £

. ous withdrawal from. tha whole imw

man race, o

CLC MEMBERS percelve slmost |
all major political and economie. .

- developments in the capitalist -vorld
_(and ‘the reporting. of them fin the

press) as manipulated by the unseen
hand of the CIA and its allies. .o
To educate the masses agalnst this |
cabal, - closely . organlzed cadres of ' i
NCLC workers are undea- constant

/ pressure’ to- distribute leaflets and !
! “mobilize political action at factories :
*. and urban slum work sites. They often '
" show up at industrial strikes to talk
! with disgruntled” ‘workers. - Diiring a
" ‘brief work’ stoppage by, printers lt
" The Washington Post last November. :
“ NCLC staffers handed out leaflets at
" entrances to the Post. building, urglng

employees to fight against “slave la-
bor” conditions of capitalist. lnduxtry
NCLC " also inveighs against’ local :

' school decentralization, - ghetté com- !
munity. control projects and other pro--i

grams which it sees.ss: factionalizing .

.working class popuhtions along netgh-
. borhood and racial. llnes and thus yn-..,

dermining proletarian. solidarity. In;u;

* ‘'mu. Baraka, black activist and. play: |

wright in Newark, N.J, is a special !
NCLC target and. has:been branded -

- by 'NCLC -as a CIA agent.’ Baraka de- !
..-nies the charge. S

In - organizational. terms, NCLC -

for three other groups:. ... - ..,
¢ Revolutionary - Youth Mov

. (RYM); a teen-age-oriented orgnniu-'
tion used for polltieal organlzing ln

urban ghettoes. - .
® National Unemployed and Wel- :

_fare Rights Organization. (NU-WRO),

formed in early 1973 In direct compe- '

.tition with the older and broader-based

National Welfare Rights Orsanizatlon

(NWRO). .

® U.S. Labor Party, electoral arm

.of NU-WRO. The party has run candi-
. dates for:local office in cltieg through- ;

out the nation, gathering few votes, .

.. Tony Chaitkin, an NCLC member. who
lost in his recent bid.for mayor -of



NCLC members demousmmn' m Newark last summer

New York City, is now mnning for

governor of New York.

ates in -Canada and Europe.

Marcus says.
Members: are required to undergo

.periodic . 8-hour “leadership sessions”
»conducted by Marcus -to .learn the.
rigors of political organizing. Few. '
_members are salaried, and most must
_pay $24 a month dues to NCLC, a re-

markably high fee. Marcus says he
receives a $50-a-week stipend.

= In addition  to its other duties, :
NCLC puts out a weekly paper,’ New
.- Solidarity, with a circulation of 40,000

to .. 42,000. Marcus estimates the
monthly headquarters budget at $30,-

Falmly Strains

~';000 withmostofitcomlngfrommem
“hership dues, newspaper sgales and
Marcus estimates -NCLC memlber- j‘»limlted prlvate contributiona. -
ship strength at 1,000 and the other ' :
organizations -at" 1000 to’ 2,000 com- "
bined. There are gome 23 NCLC chap- " 5
ters scattered emong major American’
citles and several international ntfili- ’

HE AC’I‘IVITIES of NCLC have
generated family ‘strains.between ;

: some parents and  their’ chlldren who .

As the central controlling agency - have joined NCLC. - =

for its farflung operations, NCLC- is i
a “cadre organization requiring intel- .-
lectual discipline” among its members,

“] have: violent disagreements wlth “
my daughter about this whole thing,”
says Sarah Lawrence College presi-

.dent Charles deCarlo, whose 24-year- :

old daughter, Tessa, is an NCLC mem-
ber. “I think their talk of CIA brain-

‘washing is bizarre and out of reason. »

MeNeil Lowry of the Ford Founda-

‘tion 1is reluctant to discuss family"
_strains but describes “his son, Graham,
_.as having a “very inquiring, combative,
: skeptical mind,” not ‘easily captivabed

by any, person or organization.
A former newsman, “Lowry says he

' finds NCLC's brainwashing claims -

neither “believable . . . provable . ..
or usable” in journalistic terms.



- But he challenges the claim of vomex
detractors that  NCLC is violence-
prone.” “The. members I’Ve seen , ., .'
are loving, smart, humané people.” hal
-"'says.. “They've been surtelued md
" harasded by.police , - . and have been’
-‘!nﬂghtswherermsuretheyhadtm

_defend themselves from ‘others. Butv

" I'have po evidence’ thagthey inltlated
any vwlenee LA

) 'H&'myle Ll-w
édges  he has no;|

computer jargon' arane‘ pmhol,o
ul references and foreign’ phrases. |

*‘Customarily aloof and scademic, he
ocuaioml]y blurts “swine” . or. ‘“pig”
at the mention of jrurported NCLCf
enemies. Ty e

“Once, during' & J speech .
whlch ‘he . deeerlbed -details of theal-
“leged- CIA ' brainwashing to. a . m'nus
in New York, he reportedly shouted:

“Anyofyouwhouythinuhou-
.youre [ cruds! ’ “Youwre'  subhuman
You" ‘not lerlolu. “The" huinan ragt
iuatmke ‘Either we ‘win ‘or thary
'is ho humanlty 'l'hat’ the 'my lhq’
: cut.” s : :
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