January 12, 1972
Archivist of the United States - N

Regulations for Reference Service on Warfen Commission Itewms of
Evidence

Assistant General Counsel - LR

Enclosed is a proposed revision of paragraph 5 of our "Regulations
for Reference Service on Warren Commiscion items of Bvidence" in
order to provide for showing the clothing o? President Kennedy to

——=g3&9archers whose applications to see the autopsy X-rays and photo-
graphs of President Kennsdy-are approved by the Kbnnedy family
representative.

We have previously refused to show the clothing to iesearchers,
including Mr. Harold Weilsberg, and have shown photographs of the
clothing instead. We have now begun to show the sutopsy X-rays

and photographs to researchers whose applications to see them are
approved by the Kennedy family representative. It seems that there
could be no doubt concerning their qualifications as researchers to
see the clothing also under the agreement botween the Administrator
of General Services and the Kennedy family representative dated
October 29, 1966.

The regulations became involved in our lawsuit with Mr. Welsberg,
and we revised them to provide spscifically for showlng photographs
instead of the clothing. A copy of the regulations as revised on

July 6, 1971, is enclosed. Copies of correupondence with Mr. Weisberg,
IC, and Asslstant United States Attorney Robert Werdig concerning the

regulations are also enclosed. I would like to regquest your opinion
concerning whether the proposed revision of the reguletions is all
right from a legal point of view.

JAMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

Eaclosures

cc: Qfficial file - NNF
Reading file - NNFC
Day file - N

MJohnson:vk ext. 23171




meet the needs of the researcher additional vhotographic views will be made.
A charge may be made for wiusually difficult or time-consuming photography.
Photogr&pha,,.,_:eproq._gcc;fq_,if;:_'_gql__ existing negativas or prints will be furnisheqd
on request for the usuaml fees, The clothing of President Kennedy will not

be shown to private researchers, except those researchers whose applications

. T e

to examine the X-rays and photographe relating to the autopsy of President
Kernedy are approved by the Kennedy family representative. Photographs of
the clothing will be shown to other private researchers. No copies or
enlargements of photographs of this clothing prepered by the National
Archives will be furnished to researchers in order to avold any poss'ible
violetion of the provision of the letter agreencnt between the General
Services Administration and the Kennedy family representative dated
October 29, 1966 (page 2), in regard to preventing undignified or sensa-

tional reproduction of the clothing.

G. One photocopy or photograph of an item of evidence will be furnished

wlthout charge to persons presenting proof of prior ownership.

Rev. 2, January 10, 1972




Regulaticna for Reference vervice on
Vorien Coricoion Itemw o7 Zvidence

1. Docurents (pevep vecordsJilll be furnished to searchers in {he
creaeeh roonv: off tiie datlonol Avchives Building. Iteas or poavticular
-value or {resility roy, at the Avchivist's alocretion, be maacoconicd end
the copies fwnished Lo researcliors in licu of ihe originala. Copics will
be furalshed en request for tho usunl feos.  Copyrirhted nateriol wWill bhe
reproduced for rescarch only aiter receipt of o relecase from the copyrignt

s m

S Dtil) photoranhs will bDe furnished to rescarchers in the research Yoong
of the National Archiives Building, Vhen negatives are prepared incident to
£illinz a request rox copies, the negatives will ba rotained. Conics will be
Twendsied en request for the usual fees, Copyrighted materials wi)l be ro-
rrodnced for researchers only efter receipt of e release from the copyright
1101(1(-‘-1'.

3. Motira picture films ond round recordingse will be mede available to
rescarchers on gporopriata equizient in tue atlomal Awchives building,

Use copics will be rreparad cid the originel meterials withheld from noymal
reference use as a protective ricasuro. Copics will be fwnished on reauest
for the usual fees. Copyrightcd nmaterials will ke reproduced for resecrchers
only after receipt of o release from thoe cepyright holder,

be Ovcrsize charvts, erophs, dinrroma, and other means of tro-dimengional
praesentenlon vill be furnished to rescdvchers 1n 4o researcn rooins of the
CNaticasl Archivesn Ballding. Coples will be furniched o1 request for the
usual lces.  Copyrighted moterials or itons incorparating copyrirnted
paterials will be reproduced for researcliors only after receipt of a rcleasse
fram the copyripght holder,

0. Threc-dimensicnal oblects ond moterinls that have been subjected to
technioues of detailed seientific examinatlion (the aforostated rrovisions
notuitnotanding) will be withheld from resecrchiers o5 o neans of rrotecting
thea from possible rhysical dwanrze or alteration end in order to wreserve
thelr cvidentiory Interrdity in the cveat of any forther official investina-
tica of the assescination of Yresident Jom . Kenmedy.  Tne liaticnel Avcoives
Viil prenarce spacial cases of varying sizes, constructed in poct or antirely
of translucent waterials, in uvhich obgeets or materials that do not prooens
unusual problems of sirve or shime nay be viewod by recearcliors.  The Archivish
reserves the rigat to limit the nwiber off such ite=s that mey be shom to 2

researcher within a riven period of time, as 1t will be necessory for a nerbor |

of tie stall of the Netional Archives to ba rresont at oll times daring fhe
vicuing of guch itens. Roscarchers Will not be permitted to view the incascd
items viattended or to touch or handle in any way the itons thenselves, either
vonually or with instmunonts. To the extent poccitle, vhotozranhs of 4heose
vaverials will Do Dwealshed to researchiors e @ substitute for vicuel cuaivinge
tion or the itcms thomsolven. In the wwent that cuisting photograzhis do not




