ant & gy
Acting Archivist of the United States - N
Correspondence with Mr: Harold Weisberg

Attorney Advisor - LRR

Enclosed ic a copy of a letter of Beptember 17, 197h, from Mr. Welsber:
ir which he refers to the possibility of a lawsuit, e—copy-eof-s—pre~

Hminary Teply-we-hmave-sent—bim;, and a draft of s further reply for

clearance.
s e s
Fo il o T ot 00

_ 7
WALTER ROBERTSON, JR.

cc: Officlal file NNFL Y
Reading file - NNF
- N

MJohnson:ram : 10-1-T4

NNE NN_Z- 75
/




D-R-A-F-T

Mr. Harold Welsberg

Route 8

Frederick, Maryland 21701
Dear Mr. Welsberg:

This is in further reply to your letter of September 17, 197h.

You request "copies of all your regulations, precedents, etc., con-
trolling the avalilability of all Warren Commission materials as of
the date the first responsibility the HNational Archives had for these

records to the present.” The unpublished records of the Commission

were withheld from research at the time they were received by the Ilia-

ticnal Archives as investigatory records under our General Restric-
tione , part I. Because of the public interest in the recordé, a
gpecial procedure for reviewing documents furnished to the Commisslion
by other egencies and making them avallable for research was estab-
lished by a memorandun of Attorney GeneralKhﬁEeﬂbach.of April 13, 1965,
to Mr. George Bundy, Speéial Assistant to the President; Mr. Bundy's
memorandum_to the Attorhey General dated April 19, 1965; and the guide-
lines established by the Department of Justice. The numbered docu-

ments of the Commission were revieved under the guidelines in 1965.

The Department later authorized the National Archives to review other

records of the Commission by a letter of Assistant Attorney General
Wozencraft to the Archivist of the United States dated August 17, 1963,
The Archivist in 1966 established regulations of the National Archive:

(later revised) for making the Warren Commission materials available



2,

to researchers. These are in addition to the general "Regulati;ns
for the Public Use of Records in the National Archlves and Records
SerV}ce." The General Serv1ces Administration in 1967 established
regulations for making records available under the "Freedom of

quormation Act" (5 U.S.C. 552). Enclosed are copies of these

documents.

ﬁe are enclosing copies of page. 16 of our handbPok, National Archives
Procedures, relating in part to time limits for answering reference
correspondence, and of your letter of August 9, 1974. A reply to your
letter of August 9 was prepared within the period of five workdays
after ﬁhe receipt of the!letter by the branch respons}ble for
preparing the reply. .We thought it advisable, howpver,'to have the

reply reviewed by the Office of General Counsel of GSA.

Enclosed also are the copies of Commission Documents 1131 and 1552(a)
that you requested, as well as the letter of the CIA declassifying

CD 1131 and the deéleted sentence on page 26 of CD 1552(a). The declassi-
fication was appwrently the result of a request directed to the CIA by a

researcher,ias the Nétional\Archives had made no request for a review

and none was due under the guidelines.

Sincerely,

JAMES B. RHOADS

Enclosures




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

Mr. Harold Weisberg

Coq d'Or Press

Route 8 -
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

This is to acknowled receipt of your letter of September 17, 1974-

We have sent a draft reply to your letter to the Office of General

Counsel of GSA for clearange. 1t will be gent to you when the

review of the draft is compl ted.

Sincerely,

WALTER ROBERTSON, J R.
Acting Archivist
of the United States
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