January 12, 1978
Archivist of the United States - N

Regulations for Reference Service on Warren Commission Items of
Evidence

Assistant General Counsel - LR
Enclosed is a proposed revision of paragraph 5 of our "Ragulations

for Reference Service on Warren Cammiswlon ¢»en of Hvidence” in
order to provide for showing the clothing of President Kannady to

—=—=sigs2archers vhose applications to see the autopsy X-rays and photo-

graphs of President Kennedy are approved by the Kennedy family
representative,

Wa have previously refused to show the clothing to iesearchers,
including Mr. Harold Weisberg, and have shown photographs of the
clothing instead. We have now begun to show the autopsy X-rays
and photographs to researchers whose epplications to see them are
approved by the Kennedy family representative. It seems that there
could be no doubt concerning their qualifications as researchers to
see the clothing also under the esreement Lotween the Administrator
of General Services and the Kennedy fawily representative dated
October 29, 1966.

The regulations became involved in our lawsuit with Mr. Weisberg,
and we revised them to provide specifically for showing photocraphs
instead of the clothing. A copy of the regulations as revised on

July 6, 1971, 1s enclosed. Copies of correspondence with Mr. Weisberg,
IC, and Assistant United States Attorney Robert Werdig concerning the

reguiations are also enclosed. I would like to request ycur opinio:x
concerning whether the proposed TEEiulOH of the regulations is all
right from a legal point of view.

JAMES B, RHOADS
Archivist of the United States
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meet the needs of the researcher additional photographic views will be made.
A charge may be made for unusually difficult oy time-consuming photography.
Photographs reproduced from existing negatives or prints will e furnighed
on request for the usual fees. The clothing of President Xemnedy will not
be shown to private researchers, except those reseafchers whose applications

_'i;;f;;;;ZQe the X-rays and photographe relating %o the autopsy of President
Kennedy are apprdved by the Kennedy family representative. Photographs of
the clothing will be shown to other private researchers. HNo coples or
enlargements of photographs of this clothing prepared by the Nationsl
Archives will be furﬁished to researchers in order to avold any possible
violation of the provision of the letter agreement between the Genersl
Services Administration and the Kennedy family representative deted

October 29, 1966 (page 2), in regard to preventing undignified or sensa-

tional reproduction of the clothing.,

G. One photocopy or photograph of an item of evidence will be furnished

wlthout charge to persons presenting proof of prior ownership.
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Resulaticns for Reference Scrviee on
YWorren Cosmicnion Itens of RBrldence

1. Docurents (paver vecords Jiill be furniched to researchers in the

coenren roony; O e Havlonol Archives Building. Iieas oo poxidculs
value or Lroaility noy, at the Arvchivist's alsceretion, bLe yhictoconicd and
tha copies furnishied Lo researdiors in licu of ihe originals, - Copizs wiil
be {eraished on request for the weusl foos. Copyrighted nmateriol +ill be
reproduced for research anly after receipt of o relcase from the copyrisnt
~Loldore,. . ; :

&.  DU1M1 vhotorranhs will be furniched to researchers in the yesesrch roomg
of the Iational Archiives Building, When ncgatives are prepared incident to
£i1ling a request for copies, the negatives will ba rotaincd. Conies will be
Twenisued on request for the usual fees., Copyrighted materials will be re-
rprodnced for researchers only after receipt of & relcase from the copyright
holder, '

3. Mouica yicture films ond rownd recordings will be mede availsble to
receareners on eppropriate equimsent in tue ifotioasl Archives ouilding,

Use copics will be prepored cad the originsl mterials withheld from normal
referance use as a protective reasure. Copies will be fwmished on TOOUEeS
for the vsual feecg., Copyrighted naterials will be rewmroduced {or roscorchers

only after roceipt of o release from the couyright holder.
iy {J’“

he Ovorsize chorts, srovhs, ¢iarroms, and othier moons of tuo-dimensionnl
Levion will be fumnished to rescarchers in the research rcoins of whe
Woticael Jrchives Building. Coples will be furniched on request for the
usual fees. Copyrignted meterials or itens incorparating coepyrisuted
materials will bo reproduced for rescearchers only after receipt of a relesse
fram the copyright holder,

5. Threc-dimensicnsl oblects ond moierinls that have beon subjected to
technioves of detailed scientific examination (the aforestated rrovisions
notuithstanding) will be withlicld from researchors o5 & neens of provecting
thea from pocsible physical daorge or altcration end in order to presorve
thelr cvidentiory intesrity in the eveat of ony forther official irwvectinn-
tica ol the assescination of President Johm P. Kemnedy. The Maticnel Avcoives
Will prepare speclal cases of varying sizes, constructed in poxct oy entiraly
of Translucent materialts, in which obgeets or mabterials thot do nob yreoeat
urusual provlems of size or shupe nmoy be viewasd by rescarchers.  “he Archivissh
reserves the rigat to limit the mwrber of cuch items that may be shioim to =2
researcher wathin a given poriod of time, as it will be nccessory Tor a nenbee
of ¢ ptall of the Keticnal Archives to be presont at all times éuring the
vieuwing of such itews. Resecarehers will not be permitted to view the incased
itcuns unattended or to touch or handle in ony weay the itons the aselves, civher
monually or with instmments. o the extent possible, vhotograrhs of those
paverials will Do fuealshed Lo reseavchers oo o ssustiluste for visuol eirring-
tion of the itcms thomselves. In the wvvent that cuisting photograzshs do not




