
januare 12, 1972 

Archivist of the United States - 

Regulations for Reference Service on Warren Commission Items of 
Evidence 

Assistant General Counsel - LR 

Enclosed is a proposed revision of paragraph 5 of our "Regulations 
for Reference Service on Warren Commission Items of Evidence" in 
order to provide for showing the clothing of President Kennedy to 

----eeeeaearchers whose applications to see the autopsy X-rays and photo-
graphs of President Kennedy are approved by the Kennedy family 
representative. 

We have previously refused to show the clothing to researchere, 
including Mr. Harold Weisberg, and have shown photographs of the 
clothing instead. We have now begun to show the autopsy X-rays 
and photographs to researchers whose applications to see them are 
approved by the Kennedy family representative. It seems that there 
could be no doubt concerning their qualifications as researchers to 
see the clothing also under the agreement between the Administrator 
of General Services and the Kennedy family representative dated 
October 29, 1966. 

The regulations became involved in our lawsuit with Mr. Weisberg, 
and we revised them to provide specifically for showing photographs 
instead of the clothing. A copy of the regulations as revised on 
July 6, 1911, is enclosed. Copies of correspondence with Mr. Weisberg, 
LC, and Assistant United States Attorney Robert Werdig concerning the 
regulations are also enclosed. I would like to request your opinioa 
concerning whether the proposed revision of 	regulations is all 
right from a legal point of view. 

JAMES B. RHOADS 
Archivist of the United States 

Enclosures 

cc: Official file - NNF 
Reading file - NNFC 
Day file - N 

MJohnson:vk ext. 23171 

NXF 	 NN 7riz  



meet the needs of the researcher additional photographic views will be made. 

A charge may be made for unusually difficult or time-consuming photography. 

Photographs reproduced from existing negatives or prints will be furnished 

on request for the usual fees. The clothing of President Kennedy will not 

be shown to private researchers, except those researchers whose applications 

to• examine the X-rays and photographs relating to the autopsy of Preiident 

Kennedy are approved by the Kennedy family representative. Photographs of 

the clothing will be shown to other private researchers. No copies or 

enlargements of photographs of this clothing prepared by the National 

Archives will be furnished to researchers in order to avoid any possible 

violation of the provision of the letter agreement between the General 

Services Administration and the Kennedy family representative dated 

October 29, 1966 (page 2), in regard to preventing undignified or seesa-

tional reproduction of the clothing. 

6. One photocopy or photograph of an item of evidence will be furnished 

without charge to persons presenting proof of prior ownership. 

Rev. 2, January 10, 1972 



Regulations for Reference 'Service an 
W-Irren Cain-lc:lion Items of 1:T1aonee 

1. Pocuronts (pt!oc.r recor(11)will be furni:Yhed to researchers in the 
revP;:xch roans o the lIntional Archives iklilding. 'tens o. pert/4cular 
value or fmility nay, at the Archivist's discrotio4, be plLatocollied end 
the copies furnished to researa.crs in lieu of the ori(sinals. Copies will 
be •_Nr.ii;;hed c requ2st for the usual fees. Coozrrighted material .;ill be 
=Traduced for research only after receipt of a release from the copyright 

2. ctn." -qhotcy_,:rivolls will be furnished to researchers in the research rooms 
of the 1:ationaIArchives Building. When negatives are prepared incident to 
Pilling a requast for copies, the negatives will be retained. Crylies will be 
furnished on request for the usimi tecs. Copyrighted materials ,;i).l be re-
proK7.uced for researchers only after receipt of a release from the copyright 
holder. 

3. roticnyicture films rind nound recordings will be made available to 
rocearchers on appropriate ev:Lpixnt in tae .i:ationnl Archives BuildiMg, 
Use col:ies rill be prepared and the origin'al materials withheld from normal 
refcrance vso aa a protective neasure. Copies will be furnished on request 
for the unual fees. Copyri3hted uateriels will be rem:oduced for researchers 
only after receipt of a release from the copyright holder. 

4. Ovcrc57.0 chnrt113, 	 ond other meml of two-dimensional 
pre."pnLton will be furnished to resei.trehers in tao research row:, of the 
Nntional txchives Building. Copies will be furnished on request for the 
usual fccs. CopyricAted material:I or items incorporating copyri(htcd 
materials will be reproduced for researchers only after receipt of a release 
from the copyright holder. 

5. Three-dinensional oblects and materials that have boon subjected to 
techniques of detailed scientific examination (the aforostated provisions 
notwithstandin) will be withheld from researchers ez a mcms of protecting 
thela from possible rhysical doLlse or aitcriation snd in order to preserve 
their evidentiary inter'; ity in the event of any farther official investif7,a 
tioa of the assassination of President John 1% Kennedy. The national Aret.tives 
mill pre-Dare special cases of vnrying sizes, constructed in part or entirely 
of 7,ransincent raterialz, in which oboects or naterittls that do not present 
unusual problems of size or ellpe may be viQwed by researchers. Me Archivist 
reserves the 	to limit the number of such items that may be sham to a 
researcher within a t7ivon 'period of time, as it will be necessary for a nember 
of the stafi' of tne 1:ational Archives to be present at all tines during the 
viewing of such items. Researchers will not be permitted to view the incased 
items unattended or to touch or handle in anyWay the ite= themselves, either 
manually or with'instruments. To the extcnt possible, photograThz of these 
ratcrials will be furnished to researchers as a s'-fustitute :or visual (;::aIa- 
tion or the it 	themselves. In thet'avent that el:dating photographs do not 


