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Desy Dr. Bahmer:

S3ince roceipt of Dr. Rhoads' letter of November 25, 1966, reperilng
the refussl of Mr. Burke Marshall to allow me access to the X-reys
and phetographs of the autopsy of President Kennedy, I have received
¢ number of reports of the pending examinetion of this evidence by
those whoss writings and speaking are not critical of the conclusions
of the President's Commission. I have also been told that gevernl
members of the former Commission are to exsmine this evidence.

gally and improperly
handled and consummated. T prefer not to contest it in court, but if
there is no alternative, I am prepared to do zo. T would hope thnat ak
even this labte date the government would bepgin to corract its owa
errer, otherwise scandael will follow scandsl, wibhout end.

As you know, I believe this entire matter was illeo

“hould defenders of the government's error be used Eo seelk
the Report of the President's Commission by ssying thst e
these pictures snd X-rasys snd the Report is right because t
show the wounde to be approximately where the autopsy (o
were, those not familiar with the entire burden of evidence may be per-
suaded that the Report has been substantisted. This, howaver, c¢:-nnot
be the cese. Hven if the goverument had the rsquisite chain of poscas-
sion thst alone can estsblish that these, incdeed, sre the genuinc pic~-
tures and X-ravs of the autopsy (as you acknowledge it does not), sven
1f the sutopsy doctors could suthenticste thece 25 the pictures they
had taken, which they cannct, never having seen vhat they had telen,
these pictures cennot sddress themzelves to the besic questions of the
8ssassination. :

—
ct
g

o)
o
O

Members of the former Commission today have no stsnding I do not have. .
They ere no longer governmens investigstors. And they know less of
the essential fact of the sssassination than the public has bheen led

to believe. - '

Either of these moves will be nationsl calamity. Either will fusther
besmirch the national honor.

Additionslly, T raise the point that these pictures znd X-rays s=:.2

covered by the order of ths scting Attorney Goneral of October 31. 1946,
for they were, in fact, considered by the Commissdon, as I am nroepared

Lo nmrove.



Dr. Bahmer - 2 . .

I sm meking no demand for topies” of this evidence. I sm demanding
the opportunity to examine it. T believe it is essentisl to th: in-
tegrity of the government that one familiar witn the svidence 2nd in
disagreement with the Report be given the opportunity of mekingz this
examination.

Z’%nd I believe freedom of informetion requires no less}J

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



