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Mr. lirrion Johnson
The NWational Archives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Johnsog,

Zxsmination of the Zspruder slides took more time then antlcipated end I hed to
lesve the érchiVe without se=ing you, but I did msake numerous ettempts to rzsch
you by phone. Une line remeined busy snd the other did not snswer. I shall be in
Waghington later today and will seek you ani the copieg of the documebts frow
Documents "371. Mesnwhile, I want to thank you snd the Archives for the helpful
and cooperative recention. :

RY-] slways, each time I se=k an snswer I have more questions, snd like Mocuments
371, 50 it is with the Zspruder film. I would like to add to the sugcestions I
mede yesterdey., While I stili believe it is desiresble to study this movie in
= slow motion snd of’er my own Bolex Zoom for this purpose, 1 also belisve it is
desireable for analysﬁs to be sble to stop this film on single frames, vhich the
Bolex does not permit. limressons are these: As Zapruder himself sugrested in his
testimony, each step away froim the originsl reduces distinction that much mors. If
: you made a 16mm print from the 8 mm copy LIFE gsve the government, while you can
i project a larger inege, it caniot be as clear-as thst projected by the 8mm print,
. which, in tum, cennot be as clear ss the LIFE originsl. About spged, I Belicve
P//) the op-osites from the desired effect is obtsined by having the first of the three
| versions at fast motion end thet one of the mmiimm versions should be in slow
fmotion, with the frsmes replicated. This, L believe, is especially true of the
o i fremes beginning around 190 and before snd after 313. une of the things that
= perplexed me is thst 8t frame 313 the President's head msde rspid motions gonerslly
?"; in both s backward and a fmxsm forward direction. The unfortunate effect of the
;3 ' motion-picture version as now esrranged is similar to thzt of sn ancient Biogravh
. film. But in each of the three versions, to me there is a sugsestion of speed that
{ is fester than my recollection of the testimony and faster than my own experieme
L with my own 8 mm films. )

Eence I would like to kxnow whether the movie version conteins ell the frames of
{ the Zapruder film, especielly because the slided do not. If any fremes sre mi: ing,
I should like to know which ones, both from the entire film exposed by Zapruder aund
from any sections after the beginning snd before the end. It is my impressicn thet
he exposed more film then I saw and that some was missing sfter the beginnin~ snd
_before the end. If this is the case, I should like to see the original film supnrlied
f'by LIFE end will supply my projectormin advence for this prﬁpose. I should also
like the oprortunity to obtain for you, if you csnnot do 50, &n mm proje€tor thet
will safely stop on indlvidual frames.

In Volume 18 the Commission prints frames 171 through 334 of this film with 208~
211 eliminsted and 212 gltered snd 207 inexplicably merred. These seem to e the ;. .
frames we sew in stills and I wonder if these sre the only frames on ths 16 :m



L/fversion you ~rojected for us: “uite obviously, these mis.:in- fremes ezxist, and'the
doctored fremes also exist in their unsltered form. For example, in Volume 18

V/page 89 there is s version of fmeme 210, but it is so small it hes no meaning. hhy
was it necessary to splice frame 212: Vhat csused the bluish alteration &I frame

”’ﬁ%R 207 and its consecuent lack of clarity: These do not appear to be the stills
supplied by LIFE, which, unless my recollection errs, were 35mm black end white.
From whet were they made and by whom: May I see the LIFE stills:y

In genersl] sll these frames seem to me to be remarkably less clesr than those
orinted by 1ITE, end I should hope that some means might be avallable by which the
permenent archive of such a ms jor event in our history would contain the best
pozsible record, for now sni for the future.

Vﬂave these films been exsmined bymeny wounds b2llistics experts, %o your lmow-
ledge: I sm curious sbout the rspid motion of the Fresident's hesd from whet
the Commission says is a single shot, for it is in opvosite directions.

FPossibly you do not have the snswers to my questions, for these way be only what
the Archives was supplied. But i kno- no other agency to which to direct them.

azain I went to thenk you. I hope in tha neswr future to be sble to see the other

pictures, at least those not under restriction, ircluding & 1 those of the zctusl
assassinstion thet sre printed.

Sincarbl; yours,

/C?M 4 W&j

Harold Welsberg



