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2/20/72 

-r. 2rod Urohan 
'rho :few or iiloas 
1920 1. jt., Ag 
4aohiagton, 	2006 

Dear ared, 

Lingering trouble with the thumb aakeo inadvisable use of that haat for extractina files 

from over-jaoaed cabinets, se I'll reply to your-  kigtit 2/17 from memory. I did unicaotanA 
you to say your call wan to tell as too.; you aoulo ro4onn to the questions I wrote, aud I 

took those things you did Go into to oe il_uotrativo of the coudor you intoodod. Those reap Gass 
wort helpful ma- 1 have an adequate rvcoru of them. Lowe' r, as 1 thioa you rualikea you 

did not adoress sore that 1 tan a aoona the oore loportalat. here 1 nenn• not QUI.. foray owe 

writing, bus i take tip liberty of suaaeotiog for your tOiukina and in your iatoroat. In 

particu-ar thouu questions I aaked about your satisfaction, at 'Loa time ana i21 1-trosi;,Ect, 

about your oan orofeozionol performance: did you, treat taio as all other stories, oia you oo 
as you voulu have vita an or Hilary story, to loa:A lik, taat. ny own view a nava Ledu elver 
to you in our coaversationo, i bullovo in advance of hattimer'a seeina aaythiaaa Thin is 
the kina of thing I feel 1  must adOxess, and I would prefer not to snaresa it without canzaent 

from youo uolesu you .nice cooaont, I'll have to be united to my own newo experienoeo of the 
past and ny observationa of prosont oractines. 

tour second graph is a rapetitiou of what yoo toll, 	a not coo.la .■ D not doubt it, neat 

it makes perfectly food sense. That i. no new develooaaa; La awapaparioa. In to Xis my 

own editors kept tiOklara, anh I aaintsined my own. If I aid not auk if you inquired into 

the moio for selecting hattimor, as I think I did, if you did ask ann  are undo: no con-

straints, I'd lire to know too answer. erankly, it myotifies no, as loos too decision to let 

aoyorlo seu thin stuff now, at a tiro of leant intorest ann no public demand at all. Oven 

after the minor sensation you started, I know of no stualo second-day story -anywhere. oome 
major papora din all out iamore it. I now of one taut followed your piece with a call to 

Rhoads and betaeon the two earTisa lee: than two sticks. oo, with no popular or oonnolly 

interest to aorve, I also find myself woodorina if 	oriGinol idea was atarathall's. There 

is no ruazon to orwouo arc i do out 	ume a pra-exintina rolatioaau.ip botwoon fain ,mud 

Lattimer, mod my own bunch is that politically they are wide apart. ::s I Ulf-"IC  of this I 

regard iL at core lik,ly that coaeonu he fat he ooula trust save kaarshall thu idea. and 

if this is correct, the field is pretty lioiteo. Aurehall is so uaiot';rued and so aongup  

I doubt ha really lolowo what he in into, ono the la-t thlog heill do is talk to soaebody 

who dons or can knou stn: holds a view contrary to the ofricial line. I doubt oia soli-

respect if, indeod, biu reputation, survives what he has aria has not done. In what for me 

is a couaiucrable coat in time, ann somotimes in exasperation, 1 have triad to inform him, 

but he must refuses to think, dupondioa, T would sup,00e, on those in hie paot in w000 ha 

than had confidence. Therm are :lone so blind an thou; who will not se_. onyway, this in an 

area in waichi if you haw. oonaconfioantial aorouledaa, I would welcooa it. 

If you carazt or will not taxi: the tine too:J.:3er the unanswered questions in wrivin, 

i have tnis suaaeation: I haves a consultation Ath an orthopaedic =ram= within walking 

distance of your of_ice at 9:30 a.m. The consultation itself should not tam,  lot.. 1 ca:aaat 

forecast whothe: new moray:. wilo be indicstoo, or tharopay, or Lou:oaring for a .braco ti unver 

knew oaoy coma for t- be), out any one of those thine  a could detain ma. If you aro then 

free, 	bring ay tape recorder ant we can go ovea the remaining questions. If °Lao at 

the r*o:ory for repairs is back by then, I'll brie.,;  Loth if you would like one for yourself. 

If you would and I have only the one oat hide, I'll snake: a dub for you. ibis 14 to satisfy your  

if you have any question, about fidelity of quotation, direct or indurect. ;ahould you like, 	
- , 

I on ouito willing to further, a. you haAti in part k-own all along. 1'4. aaloome a visit iron 

Sou here. it is an hour from your office, leans Prow northwest or subtutkaa e,aylftlid. Tharp nay 

be 000t, taiaao you'd like to know. Dependina on Wait, some woulu :WA= to be is coofioonoe. 
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Should you elect this, there may be sore other side-benefits in it for you, if you 

have a lazily. I know oily the once reforenco you cads in io66, that my 42.11WiooSh caoe  

botweon ovuouoid your wife lu beC, when you ooth ranted to reao it ( acompleoent not 

reflected in your aubaoquent brief cou.icnt on it). If you navo kids, they might enjoy the 

couotryoido. If it is cold enouoh, w uivc v. pond on whiuh th, nuighborhood kids ice-akte. 

I taxa another liberty meal suggest :ou of ht want to  thin-  further of your seotencet 

"There oay be som, tricky buzinesa afoot here; but I'm not kno.ingly part of it, so I don't 

mind tolling unothiuc." If I thougho you were consciously part of and such thin„ do you 

sup ooe I'd huvo made soon of the offers I have node to you? out theoe is no i.oubt in oy 

mind that both thiodu are true, toot Wore is "aomo tricky huoin000 afoot" an._ toed you aru 

part of it. I have noro than once -indicated to you that in my ooinion you were usod. You 

enjoy no monopoly, and I can show you how thio happened froo slot th, first day with the. 

SPX asoassination unit is haposaino even today with that xd of Ling. 	forget to cone 

back to this, remind Mb, for I can establish it with ease, aao it may, in timo, lot:treat you.) 

If I an leoo than haay with zooe of your reporting, koowino the TiLea policy sot.. the problem;, 

of reportino so many thg  that one can't become expert in any, toiE does not load to the 

deduction that your are dishonest or noythino like that. I also coo., tut: do rue to which a 

man covering a beat cows to depend upon ano to trust sore ofhio oources. The ono trouble 

I have hare is indicated above,-  which lad to oy questions about the professionalism of your 

handling of the story, for here is where I think you hurt yourself and were responsible for 

the wholeoolioo of fiction ao roaloty, anu I know ouhors working in the fi,ld hold a harsher 

oleo than I. It wil: take time for you oo r ach your own indhoondont judocoont. 

The tricLy-toaloeoo part disc leada to aprohoosiuns about the normality you plan, 

"If hurko droos his feat ouch longer there will be o story in that." It hu only natural 
- that you carry this further, for that is a reporteeo obligation. Ay concern is with oome 
of the conseounaceo, and the probability that theoo are those who well know that it is 
preaictahlu that you will sown be aOkino question::, as othors, surprisinolo, h-vo not. I 

consider it nut onlvooly that these nay De oome who want this, soon in officio]. positions. 

I do not think Marshall does. ond, I loan alno think of a ready answer he can oivo your "I 

have lot one eopert soo it. He has reported what he saw, and his roportiao cot wide attention. 

Aoothino else would be no nor.- than the sensational and undignified use the pontract was 

douionod to provont." uouid you ree ard this unreasonable without proddino froe me? Or, wa 

your ecitors? iithout try knowledge, I would oat. And I think harshall roar no reason to. 4 

apprehensions lie elsewhere. rly concern is with the further prostitution of truth, in tau* 

very broadest sense. You oioht went to consider if the future records that you were one o 

the tuatruoonts uoed for such purposes, as you have bean several tines, I on not by the 

remotest indirection s000est with your knowledop or desire, you sill then bo content. 

As you know, I can't d=al with tniu oothout doalino with you. As you have no way of 

knowing, I ;revs;; to do it todoe. Your explanations aoout the one you do not know non than 
satisfy us and justify as acoouat I think you will cot resent. So you can understand how 

open my intentions are, I will be happy to chow you troth treat ants io rough drtft and if 

you have any objoctiona of suooestiooz, will be dish to consiaer thom, ty quest is Lot for 
coats. I seek truth nod the Pair-Jr% of as Goo-pit-to and accurate a record as 1 can on what 

knave coao to retard as on000f the major turning points in history as well as a unique 
study in the functionino  of ooveonocat. 2hu- fors example, anawors to quoet_ons I aiaht not 

find necessary to uoo in this epilogue to a conpieted book ray have a fui.ure value ao ?art 

of an archive. I have hunorods ano hundreds of hours of tae iotorviews I think will serve 

future inereats toot I may oovor use in any writing or have or wil o use onOy in part. One of 

the oreat satiafactiorus to me has boon the willinoneso of so nosy ge=nerally regarded by 

"critics" an "the other-:, aide" to trust oe ass in many canes to provide reel help. 'his 

includes oublic officials, Clay Shaw'o friondo anO lawyers, who. =grad oy troataaen; of him 

eminently fair and privately soy directly opoosito what they alleged in court (you Lay 

thoy newer aubpea..aed s as a Atoms io tnat proceeding), even the moot extreme of 

the very far riaht. Aside from assuring. 
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Thus there i an added re—,00 for datirin answers to thos J.,uestions i have a.knd 
you add others that nay occur to you. Thc. f :rm la imaterial to Le. 

Lattimees answer to questions I asked him nay interest you he will send no a 
reprint of wnatevc;r he writes. 

use a phrasing t!Ist interests me, Llthou...th it .1.ay be without meaning. I have 
been writing this while resting from bursts of digiAng out. iz have had the worst storm 
in years, with winds, I'm ours, clone to hurricane strength. The thought occurred with the 
shovel, not your letter, in hand. XoJ say that Lattimer "received a letter from azumdiall 
that the Archives didn't consider a final approval." This reminds no of one of r exper* 
iences, where iarshall twice told no that it was oizay with him if it wore pkay with the 
Archivist wed nn_, need I tell you, it was not? If something lira) this hapiJened, it would 
have the net efect of lt_tter nboads, not karshall, make the final decision. That is 
what happened with me. 

I also have heard from Cyril roc_ntly. Le than had had no rip;  royal. 	word is no 
approval. He asked me if I would consult with him prior to his going is if he were 
ap?roved. '7 response was that this would depend on conditions. Mess they change, I do 
not approve his seeing thin stuff now because of the oonditionsp& context. On this I 
seem to be a minority of one. Hovey-7, everything that has hap; rased convinces me that my 
understanding and ny position are correct. 

barlier I referred, to the Ray ca-e. If you Lave interest ia the point I 
get th; current is6ue of require and read what I do not believe you can be in a position 
to evaluate, Bynum Jhaw's piece, "Are You Sure You avow Who 	Martin Luther "Jag?" 
There are several easily colJprebended pitntsat which it become ap:arent that, as 	 
aaw to nave been of honest Intent, he was used. Whether the dishonoety he hie or that of 
another or others, the consequences can be quite serious and evil. hay's unsuccessful 
effort to escape six days ago =lay be ono. That. he wan not killed in that eflert is a 
fortunate accident. 

beat, 



Xetu Burk Eimes 
WASHiNGION BUREAU 

1920 L STREET. N.W. 
1Wk5)4INGT014.0.C. 20020 

1202) 2513-3100 

February 17, 1972 

Dear Harold: 

You misunderstood me the other day. I meant to 
say that I would answer your Questions at that time, 
over the telephone, because most of the answers would 
prove to be most innocuous and meaningless. I was 
surprised that you didn't then run through your list 
of questions. I should have suspected from that that 
you didn't understand completely, because a man of your 
deep curiosity would surely have had something to ask 
in the wake of such a broad statement by me. It didn't 
occur to me that you expected me to write down a point-
by-point reply, in addition to the telephone conver-
sation. 

As I said, there is no mystery to how I came to 
write the story. I had a tickler file that reminded me 
to call Burke Marshall, which I did. He was on vacation, 
and when he returned I got him immediately. He said he 
had granted Dr. Lattimer's request and hadn't acted an 
the others. I reached Lattimer, told him of Marshall's 
decision (he had received a letter from Marshall that 
the Archives didn't consider a final approval) and he 
arranged the date. Then I saw him after he was the 
items. I've kept in touch with Dr. Wecht, but he hasn't 
been approved by Marshall yet. If Burke drags his feet 
much longer there 'All be a story in that. Beyond that, 
I don't think there's anything to add, but I'll certainly 
answer any questions you have. There may be some tricky 
business afoot here, but I'm not knowingly a part of it 
so I don't mind telling anything. 

I hope your hand heals quickly--it's a damned 
inconvenient malady for a writer to have. 

Best, 


