
Lon. Charles aca. aathias 
boom 460, Old Seaate office 31dg. 

Washiagton, D.C. 

Dear —ac, 

lout weee having a rough day when we met, stit 6 can uaderstane that if you heard me 

with half of one ear you were doing very well. he-waver, two things: first, the deadlia0 

was the day you wrote me if I were to prevent what 1 think coulu be a major disaster, a
..nd 

second, autke aarshall is either the bent or the worst thing you coule da
a  I fear the 

latter. I'll explain both. 

Aside from I-silvans to you (and aoboay clue in political life), I was coaaectin
g 

my own ineuiries in my own way on the other side. There is but a ainglo pathologist 

in the country who makes possible the thing I fear. I know him well. Ile has been evas
ive with 

me on the subject for months. it is when I got confirmation of his plane and of his g
etting 

past the auake 	hurdle of the stupid contract Lershali signed on behalf of the 

executors of the l'residont's estate, kid= that I got in touch with you. all a
urahall need 

do is what 1  understand he did, as he also did with me, past, the buck to the a
rehiVist. 

that point .faint auger et al have the ball. The day this first became possible is the
 2ath, 

the day you wrote me. Prior to that, in response to a pravocatiVe letter I wrote him, this 

pathologist remained evasive on every point except hi clear intention tojapal
y for access 

to tht. autopsy film. That he does affirm. he carefully avoided telling e4thd already 
been 

in touch with aareaall, as I have on excellent authority. So, not having haard from y
ou, 

I felt I had to take another stop. Also, Sid did riot report having spoken to Teddy's 
JA, 

which he saiu he would do. Thue, when there was no word, yesterday I wrote Teddy's man, 

I think nia AA. I enclose my °Lisboa. I'd appreciate ito return after you or aie reed 
it. 

ho objection to copyiva ane if it interests you (1 have no desire to burden either of
 you 

or to snow either under, you can have copies of all my correspondence with Teddy's pr
evious 

AA and with aarehall). It is not probability that worries me as much as possibility, a
nd 

any possibility stands my hair on end. 

aarshall is very such parti pris. I do not thin: for a minute that he signeu a 

contract he drafted or ne in which he oven participated in the drafting. I think he came 

into this lute, dian'-elrust his former associates, read it, saw nothin wrong wi
th it 

lead I also believe had no basis for any legitimate opinion either
 way) and signed it. /sew, 

the situation he faces is living with the reality of seat he Lade possible. AO could n
ot 

possibly kno, what he has to Loco.: to adequately nerve th, aennedy and I think it here
 

coincides with the country's) interest in this matter. uc had to deal on a basis of tr
ust with 

those who had every interest in abusing that treat .nd every interest in sadelina
 the honuedy 

name with responsibility for all the suppressions of evidence. 

Marshall ie holier than the Pope. I have repeatedly asked him to inform himself. I 

have rapeatagly warned him of the potential of what he was into. I never, ever, of a 
single 

meeninaf47Tien when a presented him with copies of pictures that had to tell any rea
sonably 

intelligent man that he and his client had been had, he ahruaaed it of and said he left it 

entirely up to the Archivist. ..ncl that stalwart character, in his extremity, did not shun 

perjury. Unless you have the interest sins: can find the time, I can't toll you the whol
e 

story so I will neither tease you nor impose upon you with part of it. I tell you thi
s, 

hoping you will baieve it at least possible: the consequence and the proof of it I na
ve is 



like not:ling in our history. It is eon: like a remnant of the era of the Councils of einge. 
The reality 	lire what you would bo unwil.ing to accept in a novel. You know me well enough to know that I have a solid basis for this opinion. I assure you it is beyond question. 
I couldn't begin4 to brine with ma what ''' have. I took butt few gapers, for I knew you'd have little time and I asked for little. If aid understood the few Sheets I showed him, I thine he can have oomeunicated to you at least the possibilities. I now go further, and I 
ask you please to hold this in strictest confidence. There is, today, no single bit of the 
essential tangible or three-dimensional evidence that exists or is untainted. Undertake me, 
I mean all of it, from the autopoy film to the ballistics evidence to the clothing. The one 
t3t1I showed Russell, which is of different gAracter, and I'll scow it to you, led him to 

I   
a lifelong friendship with LBJ, as you mey remember he did, at the same time getting 

OW from under his responsibilities for all clandestine operations. he trusted me. I have and 1 will preserve his trust and will not under any circumstances cake any use of what he 
said now that he is dead exceet under such ourcumstances as will not reflect upon him unfaborably. he came to real le what I could not persuade harshall4(or, for that matter, Ramsey Clark, among others) that he is one of the victims of this sorry mess. 

There are none so bline as those who will not see. Marshall will not. Yet not being 
able to know and not being willing to ireform himself, under any cdrcumstances, as my cork- respondence will show, he presueed to act for and in the name of the clients he represented, 
and there going so far as to involve their approval in one of tee more disreputable ventures 
of the executive branch, a sickening `thing for which Clare, silo unthinkingly ane unquestioningly, 
now bears a responsibility that may ultimately be ruinous to him. (Navin, been burned once 
on the Clay thaw nal;uor, on the day of his confirmation hearing, he remained incapable of learning and he has refused to respond. to every direct anu indirect effort 1 hay= made for 
him to do no eore than inform himeelf.) 

4arshall's motives I do not question. I am satisfies he thought he was protecting what he regaras as a legitimate right to privacy. eegally, it no longer existed, and it was 
exploited in every conoeivable way by those anxioue to trade on the Kennedy name and saddle 
any and all Llannedyii, than and in perpetuity, for responsibilities neither legally nor morally 
theirs. In today's mail I have a Maple, a note from a frig 'whohas had access to the full LeJ book, not the condensation, which I have read. Among the thiegs he reports reading in itd, 

dietoirs big a lie as as big a liareProsident ever told. 1  give You the sentence as it was giveh 
mes"Ree.K. led 2e1 in its '24 hour a day' investigation." The truth is that the very first think LBJ did on returning to Washington is see to it that hobby was frozen out and eclover personally and alone was iu charge. With the apeointment of the Comeission, eouver was, in 
effect, relieved of personal responsibility and was able to pin the blame: for his own trans-
gressions on tee Comiseion. The above-quoted paraphrase is from three pages on this in LIZ's 
book. eoover, under oath, proves it a lie. end I have copies of 'obi:y's unpublished corres-
pondence I use in my current book which elieinates any doubt. is words there are that he know "only what you (that is, the Cow...lesion staff) and my associates have told me". The painful fact is, sac, that I have given up the subsidy I had been prominua to print thie book 
when I saw you because 1  am refusing to permit a condensation to be converted into a "get 
eennedy" kick sae won't alter the unabeWidged vereioa to the same end. his eeans a very 
considerable cost to me. ltmay well turn out to be may only chance to get this enormous labor printed. I don't have to tell you may integrity is not for sale or that I have not ruined seven years of our livea to be part of a corruption of our history. 

So, I can only hope that Lar&'mall at least li,tens to you and then keeps his ,mouth 
closed. . lice my aging neck better unsliced. 1 present considerable hazard to those of limitless power and lieitlese disposition to use and mismeit. I do look forward to hearing 
from you as seen as you and eershall speak. If you have not reached him by the time you get 
this - and I'm rushing it to get it in the outgoing mail - I think it souls be bLtter, if it 
presents no problems to you, to restrict yourself to two timings: asking hie to permit nothing 
now under the contract and to recall, at least temporarily, any permission he nay have given in whatever form; and to see if you can arrange for the three of us to meet in your office. 
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Or anywhere else you want that is possible for me. I'Ve absolutely flat broke and deeply 
in d-bt. Ly sole precondition is the preservation of ey confidence. I offer the some assurance 
in r.: turn. la ally event, my writing on this is cempleted.end I serve anything but a selfish 
interest iu seskiue to prevent a scandal, for such a tragedy woulu mitit-ny work a valuable 
and sought-after property. end it is already copyrighted. I have a limited edition of it. 

There is another side to this. Used properly and responsibly, the danger can not 
onle be frustrated, but this work can be put to what if I know you, you would regard as the 
most urgent, immediate good use. Until you can take the time to inform yourself, you have _ 
only my opinion. But there are things you have told me that have never used that tell ee 
your beliefs on thLeeperhaps collateral matters as you see them, but of the crux to ae. hot letting it reet on this ellipsis would be unfair to you, and I can't burden you or Sid or 
myself with a tome in this letter. 

The strange anommej is that if anything ie. to remain, if not now, then in the future, 
of the harshell ane Clark and Warren Commission reputations, it will be only through my 
work, which does, while anythine but sycophantic, put them and their situations in context. I don't think  any is willing to believe this now. Their positions take such extreme forms 
as the demeaning know-nothineism of Warren who, on the one hand, goes around the world 
calling for "new evidence" (and believe n, , there is nothing ,,rone with the "old evidence" 
abused and ignored) and simultaneously has given order that any and every letter on this 
subeect addressed to him be intercepted so that he may not see it. How the hell is ho going to sec any "net evidence"? I hav, offered it, without response. 

I do apereciate your willingness to be 	of at least an effort and even if it 
took a direction other than what ' had asked. ou can, as you know, depend upon me not 
exploitine it or whatever happens in any way. That is the opuoeite of my purpose. by 
problem is frustrating those with this: intent, and 1 ob not delude myself about ey limitations. It is for this reason alone that 1 nought your help. 

On the other matter, since Ball has already dieclosed his treachery (and I hope I 
do not use words that give you offense if he is your friend, but they are factual), I think 
that perhaps the best single help you can nod offer is what you or Sid suggested, putting 
me in touch with those of ecological interest. They have much atstake they can't know until they first hear Lie and then see what they will. This is an exceptional legal situation. 
I have spoken to the DC office of the Sierra Club, ane the best I could get from them is that they are only a lobeying office, I should go to California to the office that handles these aspects. That.is like te)line me to go to the moon, broke as I am. 

Aware as I am of the demands on your time, I repeat my offer to give you and Ann ADA evening you will not forget ana in return will !ink nothing but silence of you both, If you do not accept it, I will be without atiticism or com_ent. It ..ill be herder on no than you can ieeelee, for living with this stuff is close to intolerable. 

Tham:s for the try. Best from us both. 

sincerely, 

Harold Weisberg 


