1/14/72
Dear Jerry,

fnylysis can't roplace fact, byt fact means nothing without analysis, and often in
the search for fact we must have at leant & tentative analysis. The less we know asbout
a thing, the more we must try and figure it out. As you now lmow, my hunch about
Lattimer's politics was correct. But I amde a bas mistake last night on your second
call ,not to note the exmct date of issue of thet magazine and copy the exact political
language of that outburst. As you cen see, I later, when 1l had a chancc to think for a
minute, decided to write a genecel letter to “artin anyweye. I will send him the copy
when I get it, but it is always possible he will call the ibrary of Congress, which
can have it for him very fast. The previous letter should have sheken him up & bit
unless the wraps under which he is are that tight.

I have another purpose in writing, to ask another thing. I hope you can realize
that from the time of your visit to now I have not been able to find time to do any
of the relatively litile work ne.ded to finish up the conclusions of PM, now 4 must
write an epilogue, and 4 then have to add to the appendix, annotate it and add the new
stuff. And Pearl is coming, so that means less time, If there is little prospect that
we can Tind the woney, Lattimer end that whole operation give us the best kind of what
I call intellectusl judo if by some sioke of magic I can get this bock out. Slight as
the chanee is, I must do ite.

One of t ¢ things I neud immediately and do ot have is the exact language Lattimer
used on Long Jolm. Tou late, but I think you have learned. That stuff about waving the
hat, tho angles and his gwn lack of qualification and a few other things would have been
so effective in the letters I have writien. And there remains the distinet possibility
that 1 have not aborted what 4 lmow was to have been the next step.

I should have asled you, since you now do nob ne«d it, having the cassette from
which you are voricing, to send the reel-to-reel tape of this because i1t might have
gotten here beforez the copy I'm getting, which won't be until Tuesday, if the mails
do not delay it. I can't sec the fricnd who is getiing it for ume belore then.

At this juncture, I also think that unless it can't be aboided, the best best is
to say nothing publicly zbout L and {o continue to collect and put together what we have,
For exmuple, I didn't have time $o reread carefully all my own files on L, How I wish
Howard could have been here when that broke, for I have confidence he'd have missed nothing,
I think we can no. put together one helluve story. The damage iz done, let it be done,
and let us work up a doozy, which I'll have to do anyway for the epiloguc. I started
drafting what I will nail him and Gregham last night. I1'11l finish today and mail, I hope,
I think the questions to Graham alone will set him back on hic hecls, if they donnt g2t
to him too late.

Now I told you one of the clips you sent, LIPrecss or iNewsday, I think quoted lLattimer
as saying he had had doubts until he saw this stuff, and you know wh t 1 had proving him
a liar. But you arc now in a position to mske the most graphic representation oi' this,
Take that MWN letter and this clip, please, put them together and xerox so that the
false pretense and the political diatrive and perhaps but not necessarily the chart,
which will not be as clear, are on one psge. Make me perhaps six copies. When I get
them I'll encéirele the aporopriate parts with a red crayon and make some use. If you
would be good enough to do this with one immediately and send it to Mr. Sid Hurlburt,
¢/o Senator Charles Hathias, Senate Office Bldg., Washington, in & plain envelope and
with my return address typed on it, you will not have to enclose a note., Mac is a good
friend of Teedy's and Hurlburt lmows Teddy's AA well. The know the realities and how much
they can or dare say without turnoff, Harshall did promise Mac nohody will se¢ this etuff,
so this will give Mac a measure of Marshall. Now, on the charis, we must be certain that
we do not make & mistake, Without a copy of what L drew for CBS or any other source, Unless

it is clearlt stecper than the Comrdssion, which is not fairly represented by what he
used, we'd best be careful. Gotta stop, Tl'lanks, great find, = Y
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There is not enoug time between now snd when Lil is ready to go to work for me to do
much of anything, so I'll continue with explanations and expositions, From my own
experiences, wiich I think are not duplicated by those of others of us (as s others have
had experiences I have not had), I lmew as soon as I heard that lineup of Lattimer
wemberships that they fit a pattern. If not absslute proof of what you now have in that
MWN, the chances were excellont that thiu had to be his real, inward attitude. I've
lmown toc meny such cases, and 1've never known one who was uot really sincere in it.
One of my points.ic that the younger of you must learn to detuct some of these things,
for they are, becausc of the changes in our national life, the kdnds of thingsuto which
you will not likely be subjected, maidng them harder to learm. Second, I will use this
to illustrate why I keep insisting that an the really important things I do want all,
especially the more brillisnt and the younger, to khink independently. For purposes of
illustration, not criticism, I rcmind you of Sylvia's comment on that same lincup. low
suppos we had all assumed that and you did not have the MUW? We'd have missed wikk
what with Martia, if anything can work, may be the nost efiective single thing, wouldn't ies
Suppose now that this incorrect analysis nad been mine, and I had pressed it upon
everyons elgs, and beon persuasive?

You last night rgported to me the dismsy of both Cyrilaand Sylvia when this story
broke. They just didn + expect it. Yet brilliant as each is, it was one of two almost
certain alternatives. I waa fodled because of Marshall's corruption. One of my big
problems now is to try and find the right way to exploit that. le did promise oy
Senator friend that he would not sermit this, and he did arrange it. There just isan't
time and my other limitations, like such simple things as not being able to buy the gas
to go to Washington and pay for the pariking lots, are criplling when taken together. But
if some of us can be quite for a while and just collect this kind of thing and I can put
it ell togother — and if they don't pull a second iunch too fast — I think I can do it
in the writing of the epilogue, which will not be so long it can't be read fairly fast.
Then wy porblem will be maxing copies, end 1 think Bud wile help on that. I'11 try and
get Jim to be devil's advocate, for I trust him and we are not automatically at cross—
purposes and he has now seen that frow long before it happened + understood it. ‘his should
make it vetter. Jiy, however, has a car so undependable his wife won't let hio drive it
her., thus he didn t couwe +ouday as he wau supvosed to.

One other thing: remember what I cautioned you and Howard separately aboul being
overhwlemed. Listen, but to each of us, including me, apply uour own critical judge—
ments. You arc both younger than soume of us, which means you have hou fewer expelicnces
in life, but you both have line minds ol your own and overy righi{ in the world to wake
your owi uistakes. If you disagree with the older ones of us, we can usually consult,

Dut don't take my word aud judgement or anyone else's without your own evaluaticns. We
may lhave less chance of being wrong on this subject, especially those of us who know
wost about it, bul we also can Le wrong amkl have beunle

Do not think you have learned all you cen from the serious mistuke of' transcribing
Cyril on Long Jolu first. Yo much more thinking aboub this and you may be able to under—
stand a better kind of M.0. A: you kiow, I heard enough of that bto know that he was
greate But I also knew, again from expericnce, that the chancges of putting it to any

immediate good use were closc to zero. The ouly way for the weak to fight with any

hope of winning is to attack. Almost invariably, when the weak defond only they are
overwhelmed., Transcribing Cyril was a defens: of creampuffdas Trongeribing Lattimer would
have given me some pretty good artillery. t way or may not have siruck the target, but
without the ammo, what do we fire? If you rually ponder this uhen you have time, this
one umall incident can became very important to your lesrming, to your capabilities with
these khinds of situations in the future,

Now, please be alert to any siens of the tclegraphing of their next moves. They
uay do notidng, depending on who i: involved and how, or they may do any of o combination
of things. One of 4the possible interpretations of Graham's silence, which accounts Tor
mt felay in writing him, is that he is in thac noxt step. Please heod this? whatever they do
ghort of letting an accepitable critic see that stuff and come out and say it is disproof
will ultimately be a big mistake for theme We may be hurt temporarily, but don't get dism
cpuraged, and gather whatever you can on that thing and sepd it o me prompily, no natier
hou seemingly insignificant. They can't do right from their point of view unless somebody
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