
1/12/72 
Dear friends, and only a few, 

Thero hen boen a light bonefit to the ac.idont to my thumb. '211e mooication has 

had me slesoino longer and the disoomfort has, frau time to tine, forood me to stop 

typing. This norning have tine only for readino buforo the day's norNel activities 

must begin. I've had lea:. than enoudh time to think our problom through completely, but 

1 have had some tine, so ineteau of reading I share a felt prehaps premature, perhaps 

inconplete thoughts with you. I de not eooect aorecoknt but if anyono can contribute 
to the thiukino, I'd appreciate aogoestions as soon as posAble. 

First of all, the Lattimer clay has just begun unless I hay. boon able to forestall 
what else I know was planned, which I can't articulate, and what I think wao planned, 
which i may. host of you know the last point because in one way or another I have discussed 
it .with you. I have asked tho others to think about it, months age, for I antici ated 

it a long time ago. 	first effort ■unsuccessful because of the refusal of one os us, 

the only one, who oould make  it oosAble, to do anything that would 6im.ioish his apourent 
ambition to go down in history at the man who all alono broke tho case. 'This may be an 

unfair aporaisal, it is not intended as unioinoness, it -ay well not nave been conscious 
concept on his part, but I think it is one fact. 

Others were to have followed Lat.imer, and not Wecht. kly source was one of them. I 
cannot, therefore, reveal my source. :Jut this put me in a position to record certain 
demands and apoaals, which I did promptly. I rather imagino that when using capital 
letters slowed me down loo much, typing Atli one harm, the effect on receipt was surprise. 
But I din these things promptly, for a number of reasons, one being because 1 think we 

arc in a position to use the law au thin most effective i—edioto counterforce. 

Paronthetcially, I note that perhaps the oroatest ....raoedy 	that 	u.:1MILimas 

not available, acs it coul:o have beon if some of as who could nay.. oniO for its printing 
without any lain at all, with no s..rious chest on their resources, had been les.. selfish. 

Some of you have an idea of the contents, and I toil= you will not argue. The others will 

have to await the workings o_.  tine. But had this book been printed and then hao these 
badtdes pulleu their Lattimer ploy, they would have Lone the job for as with any luck 
it all. Atj most of you know, wo ha- au ofler, through ned grosby Oonoral 
■leyerhausor) to oay for the printing of the book in return for his doing a contraction/ 
popularization, . nieh I also much _anted, but he nest chancoing his oonditions to the 
point where my integrity was involved, he wanted to change the factual, doctrinal and 

political content one thrust of thu work, acid it became inpossible. I 'oat hoped another 

of really extensive means would have made what for him i6 the minuscule inv;-.,stm,..nt, but 

he would not. .i.eunhile, Jail and 1  alnost 	 eohauoted ourselvoo to complete the 

preparation for offs.ot oriatino, rileLch can be done very faot. I will now ado a chant©r 

on tIlis latest vilo thin„;. 

So, first of all, I want you to Low.: that unless what I havo oono am:. other things 

force them to decide tosinst it, there will be more, not just Lattimer. It is possible 

that the most hurtful part in the long run will be letting a good oatholooist see this 

stuff. Jo reasonable people believe or for a Ion, ti have believed the Report. In havng 

someone say it is not true we have no great advance or doveloom_nt. 	00.10e...out:noes, which 

I still do not spell out for those to When 1. have not, may be much oorse. I'd line tae 

o..;ners to do inOoocad:nt thinkiog, s-ooi  here .1. note that when 1 made  tlu soh_ request mo
re 

than three months ago, I ,cot no single reply. 

Jim Lesar things, off tho tOo of his need, that I should oo back to court on the 

equality of access provision 	oaoi. an rosulationo. heat hen node 	th
ink of other 

isoal ..:eves, ano ia tin ochors I have more faith, as 	urit'con 	:rho will probably 

not agree. ■nontion of 	brings to mind som.othing I ..nt you to understand cloarly. If 

see to havo had to pay any law firm on what part o» tin-. work can be calieo leoal, whore 

have uone my own work, then too cost would awn, beon not les., that ..;25,U00. law firm 

may have done this rears eo:poditiously an,. at less cost, but I Lid it th, way I foil: it 

had to be done aid that is the time factor alone. The book itoulf required an enormous 



awoiat or .oak and what for us ia an enormous cal. coot. d'ha first art was writoen 
boforo tom secoad wave uf boos o, lfse Sylvia's and Tink'a, ap,eared au_ the research 
beoan before the apearaace of ails °this: that 'dialosi,o:si and Iaquost. 1 can't beoia 
to cotioato ths coot in aoasiasful teoms, but rootriotina it to 2y work alose ,sad estiwavins; 
that at beoinoino pgy for reporters =dor 'Toad e tracts in thin arse, it ,,ould be 
hard to aoree to a figure at less than another 25,000 and probably as such ao twice that. 
So, aside from ths egos we all havo, aaL I want my own work to be my world, we havo this 
iovestmont want acu oll to udooatana clearly I au not about to give away core than I 
have (and for those of you who do not ]nos it, the medical stuff in how uoloaus was 
mine, that part having lend boior, then havino boon cooplated). I will not, for example, 
use it now in tefuation of anything nor in supoort of Cyril, unleso the book is first 
printed, and of that there is now no prospect. and I warn you of my ooinion: if it is 
not out and there i. aeoes: by honest patholooists, wo may face the greatest oiaaster 
yet, the oaroaot sift le impediment to the establoshaont of truth yet. You should uncle:— 
stand the otoeugthy of my feelings on this. The one stipulation a saos with srrison is 
cwt my book be crediteu. That he die not do. I aid ocher ootk that became public does in, 
it hao since been quoted by other critics, as in lot.sioss to cuitors for one example, and 
in no one case has any critic created taio material to its real source. .-Orris is not 
simply an ego matter, it is nuts ana bolts. Any one of thiso uses had the caoab;lity of 
attractiao attention, as by a buff in a position to help or by a caring publisher. Ur 
sowe politicians, some papas or oasaiznez. If I wicika no claim to being without ego, I 
sun est that with this talus the real ego problems lie elsswhere. and to a:ivo it serspectcve, 
let me aok you to consider two things: even postage stamps retain a serious problem for us, 
and have recently taken a trip of more than three weeks, with no incous fron it. 'nost 
of hhe expenses were paid by Bud, for when 1 did aowo work. aaty kept us in Dallas, and 
that well indeed. But how oany of you look forward to taro_ weeks or hard work in allied 
you oet the return of your subway or bus tares? Qo have lived this for eight years? So, 
regard less of woot you ...ay .ti_oluir of my detsrmiaeo refusal to oiv, aoy oS this work away 
when others or as could nays :gads it availabe as a book and failed ans. rorused to, these 
coonlo or tangs sas give you ink liao of wy position and feelioos. Thera aaver has been 
any book I wrote froze which there could have been or was any profit, measuroa a.:3 these 
things usually are in out scaiety. You know what not to aapect of ue if we get 	a 
harder crucuch, which is possible. 

Let we return to sours thiakin on t.o Lattimer buainesa. There never was a time 
,.hen there was less need to sake this stuff available. I have a few beliefs about why, 
but : am not confidont any one or any coubioation accounts for it. Consider that in all 
only four people up .lied anti one, clearly, is ungoolified. Sot counting roe. by first 
application was the first of sovember l;06 and subsequent repeated dewanda for parts, 
lacluoino in court. oil;; four in the entire country? What a tiny interest thiL; represents. 
There were no riaoinf editorials, no clamor or nay :dad. So, we should be aakios why it 
was done without need, and about the timing. (Ina possibility. Toddy's laotiwiate fears, 
I tbin17 unworthy of serious thought. You should _Loos that harsh  all oavo iris cord that 
he would not aaswit what he in fact did—and then loft tho country. I got ._ore and more 
iaterested in that cat. And the selection of Lattimser defied rational LescrioSion. his 
ianorance ea a his incompetence or so great they can t be put ia coaeroh nsiblo terms. 
But the avesaos, intelligent layman who has road a fair amount of thi: available literature 
has a greater lalowledos. Ho is so uneoncorn,d and so unaware he hash r. yet realized the 
extent of his self—defaaation, o: he- way not 'so concerned about it. We also must learn 
more about his, auLL the proliminary indications are that he has interesting connections. 
But the maaner io which the ooveonstent handled this is provocative. They got the expectable 
largo ,play aith an enclusive leak to the liYTiaoa, and a rretty fair electronic play it saw 
lib ~iLln of any consevonce, if asoithiLaa on .hilt and oothiuo oa sa(:—TY, which say not 
sean tiao Sos oldn't toucu it.). i.:BS oavo it extensive play. nut is aIo camas it aas, 
escoati.oall;,, a oile—day story. sven in the Times, to date. cs I said au . can't uow 
cxplaia, I may nave inn soacthiao to do with io. But : say hay% hao nothluo to do sith 
it, .omi thin secono possibility is'..o-..'ht considering. It could meson that tin ocher oapors 
arc p'od off. Where we have a friend, one paper and its syndicate has used aa eotaaoivo 
story our was. j.nis was by 4 	I oacksroundea before LatSimerl o ugly'tear.;.showed. 
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This aay have bean official latent, an - ita the Shaw discluiuer, played so cool it was 
given to only a fea: paae_s aaa than Lot .vea an a pres„ ralcase but ac a coapla of 
uaattfibuteu paragraphs on a plain ah 	 a ect of cape:, witaout _van DJ iddi;ification on it. 
I can a pratand to 1:110, thair thiaadaira, buy it i clear that tha:-  aiLa t daLira a biaaer 
play than they got, c: t:_ay'a have gotten it. 2hc Washington Post diLf.i.akt _van used the 
story in th,ir earlier editions on Loaday, the day aft-.r. ui the later editions they used 
a short thing fro a aautars, riot even L.2 or UPI. 

But thin much you also ahoula. know: they aaapauted more stories Lila inuin the preliminaries. 
Whether what I did imaediately has iafluancea thin or will I can onlaguess, but I did do 
certain  ahiaga luaediatcly, of hich soaa of on huo.; anu Lava copiao. 2his included the 
threat of legal action aaa the -ireroquisites. la turn, this nay delay taam only lone 
enough to asaesa ala prospects. 'inlay do know now that when I say thia I an quite caarable 
of doing it, having one it often uuoubh onc,  haviaa hurt each time. 

So, if they abandon what -L kaos, they ha:, planned, there raaaius th- pooaibility 
of Living Cyril acaesa. 1 astiaata that ,..:03t Of :1011 .A.12 '::11111: this a areat boon because 
he rally in a great one, because he is capable of raaaia, wthat he sees and unions enough 
So aive it tau aeanina you want, and it is, in my thiakiag, iauaturiel ahether he knows 
anoaah to detect any fakes. Rare I think you shoal understand that .wattimer either lied 
and lied grossly in his r_aresentation of udhat has coma to 1.a. failed the rear, non-
fatal wound or he didn't sea the same stuff others did. Oo the question of fake now, 
as distinguished from the panels' times, 	not frivolous. I remain, after much thought, 
persuaded that his saying the stuff disproves the Warren Report will not in the long run 
aake any material differeaca to us and in that long run wil_ be our greatast single 
problem to data. I continue to refuse to expand on thin to those to whoa have not. 
aust all give thin thou it L.1111 stop the knee-4erk reactions, thos, that hay, shoed all 
beiaa of this character. You should aal be thinkina. why I aan tlitnk aaa nay this. 

I do not tilialc he will agree, but I have told. L)yril I think oar most iaportant single 
nova now is an iaaunction in ...Lich I seek to pravant any farther such exclusive and 
selective release of what ie, rally, public information. 4cis should now include a major 
legal toot of thu ii,-family contract, auoag other tiriaaas. I am almost pnarleso in this 
because I au without neaus. Unlesa I can -aet legal help, you should eapuct taint the 
chances ar.. tliat I can't do it. But we must get this hi a safe context, aidah it now is 
not. And believe ue or not, neither Chril nor anyone ,lso is aoing to learn anything of 
real significance that I haven't already gotten and written and have in Ph-i and I have 
in it what they can't get from thia stuff. 411,at I an saying in that this book XV has 
more in it than can be learned front aifn aithheld material one has a proaer con. it. 
all ara priveleaed to disagree. 

Luttiner is of considerable interest, as is ilartilLall. I anticipate little 
propsoct of anything surfacing on harshar, but Latr,ii,ter is still taltin,, caning that 
as of yeateraay ha had scheduled appearances to aaka. Y. think it i-portant tier; nave 
ovary wora he says as soon an possible and I aak this of you to the •=tent you can do it. 
In tarn, this aeansaven wire-servico storiaa that apaear in your arena, for they -ay 
not apaear here and I aay riot see them. Two to my Lalc.ledge are cLehun into hi: back-
groaaa, an. tiin is very important. The preliminary indications am that he has a lonaing 
for military asaociations ana then with tin moot reactionary aroups only, and now I  must 
get to the noraal deuaada of each ay, takiaa til to work. Sorry I'va no tine for aorc. 

hest, la 


