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Dear friends, and only a few,

Phere has been a light veneflt to the accident to uy thumb. Phe mecication has
had me sleeping longer end the discomfort hes, from time %o tiue, fureud me to =top
typing. Phis sorning I heve time only for reading befors the day's normal activities
must begin. L've had less then enough time to think our problen through coupletely, but
1 have had some time, so imotead of reaiing I share a few prehaps prepature, perhaps
incomnplete thoughts with you. L db not expect agrestiznt but if anyone can contribute
to the tldnldnes, I'd appreciate sug.estions as goon as poscible.

First of all, the Lattimer play has just begun unless I lLav. be.n ablc %o forestall
what else I lc.ow was planned, whicih I can't articulate, and what I thiie wa. plaaicd,
which I may. kost of you luow the last point because in one way or apother L have discussed
it 7ith you. I have asiced the others to think about 1%, montis ago, for I antici ated
it a lony time ago. My first effort \unsuccessful because of the reiusal of oune os us,
the only one, who could make it possible, to do anything that would diminish his ap erent
ambition to go down in history as the man who all along broi: the casee. Liris may ve an
unfair ap raisal, it is nol intended as wnldndness, it uay well nobt nave besen a counscious
concspt on his part, but I think it is thne Tact.

Others were to have followed Letiimer, and not Wecht. iy source was one of them. s
caniot, therefore, reveal my source. Sut this put me in a position to recorc ceriain
demsnds and apreals, which I did promptly. I rather imagine that when using capital
letters slowed me down too much, typing with one hand, the effect on receipl was surprise.
But I did these things prompily, for a number of reasons, oie being because I think we

are in a position %o use the law as the wost erfective ivediate counterforce.

Parenthetcially, I note that perhaps the  rustest iragedy is that PUSL LURT was
not available, ac it could have beun if sowe of us who could have padd for its priating
without sny pain at all, with no scrious eflect on their resources, had been less selfish.
Some of you have an idea of the contents, end 1 thinic you will not argue. Lhe others will
have to uwait bhe workdngs o. time. But had this boolt been printed and then hed these
bediies pulled their Lettimer ploy, they would have Gone the fob for us with any luck
at 211, 4z most of you know, we hac sn ofier, through lied ¥rosby (Gencral kills,
'-‘feyerhausmr) to pay for the printing of the book in return Tor hds dolng a contraction/
popularization, .hich I also much .anted, but he ket changing his conditions to the
point where ny integrity was iuvelved, he wanted to chenge the factual, doctrinal and
political content and thrust ol thw work, and it bLecame lupossible. I had hoped another
of reslly extensive means would have made what for him is the minuscule luvesuusnt, but
he would not. ileanwhile, Uil and I aluost literally exheusted ourselves to couplete the
preparation Tor oilsed printin., widech can be done very fast. I will now add a chapter
on tlis latest vile thing.

8o, first of all, L want you to lmow that unless what I have don. and other thdings
Foree then so declde spainst i%t, there will be more, not just Labtitinmer. It is poszible
+hat the most huriful part in the long yun will be letiing a zood patholosist see¢ this
stuff. Wo ressonable people believe or for = long tlue have belisved the Report. In bhavig
sosicone say it is not true we have no great advance or developm.nte. The consecuerces, which
I still do not spell out for those %o whom & have not, nay be much worse. L'd like the
others to do indepencsnt thinking, snd here L note tams when L made the same reguest more
then three mo.ths azo, I got no wingle reply.

Jin Lesar {hi , off the top of his hzad, that T should go back to court on the
equolity oi access provision of the law anu resulations, Phot has aode ws think of other
legel woves, end ba the ochers I have more faith, & I'v writien Oyril, who will probably
not agree. kivntion of Cyril brings to wind somuthing I vent you o undersiand clearly. If
I weve o hzve had to pay any law firm on what pard of thie work can be called ilegel, where
I have done my own work, then the cost would huve bewn not less that 25,000 & law firm
pay have done this more expeditiously en.. at less cost, but I ¢dd it the way I £01¥ 1t
had to be done ang thet is the tiue factor alone. The book itsell required an cuOTHOUS
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amoint or .oric and what for us in an enormous cash coste The Tivst art was writien
belors tuw second wave of books, lile Sylvia's and Tink's, apseared an the research
began before tle apjearence of any other that VILUELASH .and Inguost. L can't begin
to estiuate the cost il wsenmingful terms, but réatricting it to Ly worik alone and esbimating
that at beginuing pay for reporters under “wild cuniracts in this arcva, it would De
hexd to ajree to a figure at less than another 525,000 and probably as muech as twice that.
So, aside from the egos we all have, anl I yant my own mork to be wy woric, we have this
Lwesment L want you 1L to uwderstund clearly I am uwot about 4o give away nore than I
have (and for those of you wio do nov laow it, the wedical stuff in lew Urlssns was
mwine, that part naving long befor: then having been coumplesed). I will not, for example,
use it now in refuation of anything nor in supuort of Cyril, unless the bouk is first
printed, and of that there is now no prowpect. and I warn you of my opindont: if it is
not out and there i: access by honest pathologists, we nay face the greatest disaster
yet, she Largest single impediment to the establoshuent of sruth vets Tou should under—
stend the strengthy of my feelings on this. The one stipulation I made with Grrison is
cie® my book be crediteds That he dic not doe I did ocher vork that beecune public doiain,
iv bas mince besn quoted by other critics, as in lotters to ecitors for one exuple, and
in no one case has any critic credited tids material to its Teal source. Lhois is not
simply an ego mattcr, it is nuts and bolts. Any one of thise uses had the capability of
ettracting attention, as by a buff in a position to help or by a daring publisher, Or
soue politicians, some papers or uagaisnes. IT I wske no clain to veing without sgo, I
sug est that with thiu tidng the real ego problems lie elscwhere. and to (Ave 1% verspectuve,
let me ask you to consider two things: even postage stamps remain a serious problem for us,
and L have recently talken a trip of more than three wesks, with no income frouw it. Most
of bhe expenses were paid by Bud, for whom I @id som: Worlc. ary kept me in Dullas, snd
thaw well indeed. But how many of you look forward to threc wesks or hard work in wldch
you get the refurn of your subuoy or bus tares? Y- have lived thiig for eight years? So,
regard less of wlhat you way thinic of wy determdaed pefisal to give any oi this work away
wioen others of us could iwve mwads it sveilabe as & book end Failed and refused to, thege
couple of things uway give you inkling of my position and Teelings,. Thers acver has besn
eny book I wrote from which therc could lhave been or was any profit, measurca an these
things usually are in out scoiety. You know what 10% to g.pect or e if we pet iuso a
harder erucnch, widch is possible,
Let we retwrn to soms thickin on t.¢ Lattimer business. There never was a time
when chere was less need to neke this stufiy available. I have a few beliefs abous Wiy,
but I am not confident any one or any coubination accoumts for it. Consider that in all
only four people ap.died and one, elearly, is ungualified. iiot counting me. ly first
application was the rirst of wovember 1906 and subsequent repeated dewands for parss,
inelusing in courts Unly Tour in the ecntire country? What a tiny interest this ropresents.
There were uo ringinf editorisls, no clamor or any kdnde So, we should be adldng why it
was done without need, and sbout the timing. One possibility. Teddy's legtimiate fears,
L think wworthy ol surious thought. You should .mow that Harshall save hie word that
he would not permit what he in fact did-and then left the country. I et wore =nd more
interested in thet cate And the seleetion of Latiimer defisd rational deseription. lis
ignorance and kis incoupetence or so great they can't be put in couprihvngible terms,
But the average, intelligent layman who has read o fair amount of tas available literature
has a greater imowledge. He is so unconcernsd and so unsware he hasn' + yet realized the
extent of lis self-defauation, of he way not be concurned about it. We also must learn
more gbout hiwm, anu the preliminary indicetions are that he has interesting connections.
But the manner iu which the jovermment handled fhis is provocative. They zot the expectable
largs play with zn exclusive leak to ihe WHous, ond a pretty fair electronie wlay (I saw
nothing of any consequcnece, if enytid.;, on HDC and sothdn® on 40C-TV, which wsy uot
t they didn't Gouch it.). CBS gawe it extongive playe Bub in all cases it uas,
wliy, e one-day story. dven in the “Hues, to date. 4s I soid auw can't now
explain, I may huve had souethiin: %o do with i%. But I vay hewe hae nothing o do with
it, and this seconc possibility is worhit considering. It could nemn that $he oidier D&Ders
are pled of#, Where we have a Triend, one paper and its gyndicate hes uvuel an extensive
story our way. Jis was Y a .celud I veckgrounded before Lattimer's ugly head shoved.
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This way have been ofiiciel iutent, as viti the Shaw discluiner, played so coel it was

glven to ouly a fey papers and then not cvea as o présc releage but as a couple of
wiatiributed paregraphs on a plain sheet of paper, witiaout oven IJ iddptilfication on it.
I can's pretend o lmon their thiuldng, but it 1 clear that Ghey didn € decire & bijger
play than they gos, or they'd have fotten it. The Yaashington Post didu*t wven usex the
story in their earlier editvions on Londay, the day affer. In tho later editions they used
e short thing fron Reuters, not even 4P or UPIL,

Dut this much you also should lmow: they cxpected more siories and macs She preliminories.
Whether vhat I did im ediately has influsneed this or will I eun onlyzuess, wus I did do
certain things in ediately, of which sous of you lnoy and heve copiss, Lhis included the
threat of legal action aud the prerequisites. Lla turn, this usy delay thew only long
enough to assess the prospects. Lhey do know now that when T say this I am gyite capable
of doing i%, having done it often enough and heving hurt sach time.

So, if they abandon what + lmov they had plamed, there reveius the poseibility
of giving Uyril access. + cetimate that cost or jou will #hink this e great boon lLecause
he really is = great one, because he is capable of reacdn, what he sees and knows enough
S0 give it tioe weaning you want, end it is, in my thinidng, imwateriel chether he kows
enouzh fo detect eny Talkes. Here I think you should understand that Lattimer either lied
and lied grossly iu his ropresentation ol uinet has come to be fxlled the rear, non-
fatal vound or he didn't sec the sawe stufi others did. S0 the quesgtion oi’ faice now,
as distinguished from the pancls' times, is not frivolous. I remain, after much thought,
persuaded that his saying the stuff disproves the Warren Report will not in the long run
hake any maberisl diiference %o us and in that long run will be our greatost single
problem fo date. I confiuue to refuse to expund on this to those to whow L+ have not. e
mugt a1l gdve shds thou bt and stop the lmec-jFerk reactions, those thot lave shoved all
being of this character. You should all be tlhnldng why I can tlink and pay this.

I do net thdnk he will agree, but I have told Cyril I tudnk our wosd iluportent single
move now is an iogunction in vhich I seck to prevent any further such exclusive and
selective release of what is, really, public inforuation. Yhis should row include a major
legal fest of the uSa-family contract, among other thingss I zol almost po.cerless in this
because I am withoub weans. Unless I can et legal help, you should exzpect thet the
chgncus ar. thai L can't do it. But we must get this in a safe context, widch it now ig
uote and believe uwe or uot, neither Chrdl nor anyone clse is going to learn enything of
real gignificance that I haven't glready gotten and written and have in PH and I have
in 1% what they can't get from this stuff. What I sm spying is that this book NOW hes
more in 1t than can be leareed frow wich vithheld material snu has a vroser contexts
all are priveleged to disagree. |

Heanulile, Lattimer is of considerable interesgt, as is barshall. I antieipate little
propsect of enytling surfacing on karshall, but Lattimer is still talldn,, weanicy that
as of yesterday Le had scheduled appeasrances to usle. I thinlk it i.portant that L have
-3%',‘.1»; SVery word he says as soon as poseible and I ask tlhs of you to the cxtent you con do it.
i In furn, this means even wirs-service storics that appear in your areas, Tor they vay
not apcar here and I uay not sec them, Two to my lato.ledpge arc cheking into his bacle—
grounc, an. this is very iuportant. The preliminary incications ar +that he bas a longing
Tor wilitary associations and then with the wost rosetionary groups only, and now I must
get to the normel dewnnds ol each ay, Galdng $il to work. Sorry I've no time for Lore.

Begt, IW




