Mr. Harold Weisberg

Cog 4'Qr Press

Route 8

Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:
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T;é; is in reply to your letters of April 7, July 14, and Beptember 2,
1969.

We have carefully reviewed and considered the points outlined in your !
letters concerning the "memorandum of transfer."” We must affirm our ;
rrevious advice to you that the memorandum is not the property of the .
United States but belongs to the Kennedy family. In these circum- L’
stances, we are not authorized to make the memorandum svailabls or to g
provide copies of it. A

:') r’[‘lf!

I believe that you have coples of (1) the letter agreement of the . ’ '”Lrt“", :
General Services Administration with the Kemmedy family relating in f L":,' :
rart to the autopsy X-rays and photographs of President Kennedy and
(2) the Report of the 1968 Panel Review of Photographs, X-ray Films,
Documents, and Other Evidence Pertaining to the Fatal Wounding of
President Jobn F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas. I
do not feel that we should furnish any information concerning the

autopsy X-rays and photographs beyond that which is available in those
" two documents. To furnish such information might tend to encourage !
the morbld curiosity concerning the autopsy materials which the terms .
of the letter agreement were partly intended to prevent. !

A copy of this letter and copies of your letters have been sent to : !
Mr. Burke Marshall. !

Sincerely,

JAMES B. RHOADS g 7
Archivist of the United States ‘

CC: Mr. Burke Marshall
L
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S, Rzeccz
Arecivizt 22 the “rived States
e cletiunal rehives

ssainzton, D.C. 20400
Dear Cr. Rooads,

I em dee:ly grateful thst you couléd inform me the memoraddum of
trensfer of the picturcs end Z~-r-ys of %ne Joun F. Zennedy eutcysy “is not
the wroperty of tte United Stat-s" on tae B2nd day following the first of
cy m=ny -ecuests for access to snd & copy of it. 3ucn expeditious response
to in-uiriec is © boon to reseerch, s you no doutt intended, end ie typical
of the govesnmont's decicetion to freedom of infor:siion es it is of tae
loucly smt often declored policy of kesping no unnecessary secrets esbout ths
curder of the President or its cfficial "invastigation". Toe scholarly
Goncern of t-e iationsl Archives under your leadersiip is nowhere, to my
anovledze, mora clearly raflected. - '

Eowever, your letter does present a few problems, for me and 1f I
mey sus:est it, for you snd the governmens. You mey recsll tcat in our
perscnsl conversetion in Judge Helleck's court cnd in letters I told you I
“new oiout tais memorendum of transfer. Thet date exactly coincides with
tie date oz walch one of the then renidng ofMeials of the Treasury DJepartment

ssys Ghese pictures snd Z-reys of the sutonszy vere
nedy “uaily. Until tbe date of the memorandum thisz
tte Cnited Stetes Zscret Service, which is pert of
On tae+t dste tne Secret Service surrenderad possess

.ro you telling me thet the re;prasentativa of the

turned over to ihe iken-
£ilm wes in the custody of
+he Treasury -epertzent.
ion of these same film,

e

Teanedy femily

~ave tie representotive of the Iennedy femily & rzceipt for the film given

hia by %ie Secret Service, or TLET
ronéw: coverin: the tronsaction? «rs you elso telll
fomily is so lscxing in confidence 1

ibrary tust "for safaieeping” this
Areiives “uilding"? This, no doubt, is
not bo lcdt upon those Wio tove mede or .iigat be ca
cisl contributions to the Xegnedy ~itrary.

"private peper"

-~
b

If I assure wita you tiat tue particulsar
of trensfer to waich you sllude is "not
reriit me to eddress
tre Urited Stetes (and in my bell 7 zever weo tie -
3omcons, Witk or without tte sanetion o le
promerty of the United States. Thers .ust be &
¢isnouition of wll foderal properiy. -2, £ %
alpnelves aver whoethor or not the
Liie propurty of Lha United Alniou"e dnntona,
Cliess cepled, 4 beovae bhoon repunlouly  saurou by T

Susvieu it bl
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e
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lat uz concora

5 pgehey bb turned every resord rolutioyg tu

ne voote nimscelf und only himsell e mewo=-

ng me +thet the emnedy

n itself, its lswyers =ni tie Senms dy
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toougnt ihe import of vhicha would

1led upon to meke {insn-

copy of this memorcndun
T +te United States",

rore rty of cryora else).

7, uniertook to give eway tie
record, &n sccounting, of tze
.¢ zoncnt let us not comeern

o memerandwa 1o "not
curnaivoen “1th

s hund o Luo Locrot
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SO - oo zowmgsicila wakzi sTpy vow Bunely Wie X will ‘B
in 8 SR eT 8grizz of she Cecret Ssrvice. I aote
% RhErs I s sk tigh, snzt Ads &souisct 1s"notb elesaie
C. uZuer the Yuidlicsz ox @ ooshntt. T4 s ersiy thas the s'u"edy E

2lly cony da, din your vie., Drorersy. (.t some aciat there shoull he
teon conslderutien of Low Zoverniant prorerty could be sives avey. I weuld like
culve eonles of vny tna 1l nenrurda or rocords of eny Xini or charaseiar
witu tale.s I, by vay eusnee, Jeveraa:ind proparty w3 Gealt with so
-iaxly skt thero ere no s.ea records, I would surrecisse your sssurancs of it.

o

[}

I—‘ o oeb O bL iy, ot

-ng 11 you could respond %o tlils siiplc requesy it scmotiing sppreciebly
lezs sutn elacst threc months, it wsuld be zelpful to me. It weuld nmot reflect
unfevorably on the gove:nmont's record ii tids cnd relsted mstiers, either, If
£t tac some time you cculd tell me wuy it recuired tuis siue, al.cst threc montas,
fo lourn tiwt the poarticulsr copy o tuc imecwersndum 13,;'35va:munt pronerty, I
beliove I wyuld find siat worthwalle Luowledza.

In ell of this I hrve zdcitionwl cuery efar reading your effidsvit
filed in Judge Hslleeckls court snd tizt filed in the case cf L., John Michols,
ir “opeka, .enses. -n each you sugzest it is vitel for the zovern ent to be !
@ble to accept nepers for Pre"iu..entisl srchives so ihst suek papars msy e . ‘[l"'
oraservad on’t cwveilsbly for resesxch. Hare you =y exsctly the onpozitae, izat £
the tapers ure sgecentsd so they cen te uncvailcble for resesrch. 1f you ecould x5
tel thz tin: to resolve tils sesrdnz coniliet in purposz, thet urder oata !
velus giver s for wveilodility ond $is% pot under coth Tor unovalledility, ?
* "i7at @ scle to understs nc. the \_ol-a thing o little better. ”

wae séeitiord cen *u.nc_ ir geus l:tier is of gress intervst ac a0,
T8rtly beécuuse iv relites ¢ WRot dee suvid, To tie Bast of L3 roccllection,
Teen Tz 20 eet oF wizoussicd or COrrUSnor fLCC CUIUGBD UZ. ~Ou sey, "For your
inforation, 1 unaerstini tout tie bleex . aw wkitc 724 eslsr neg.tives referred
o 1n v.n LOCE prnel revicw ave tiie seme wegttives listed in _ynondix B in
tuc . ennedy Toedly doed of SLfLE of fetober 29, L0GC." I you czn suanly tie
souee of your uwaderstending, I woult welcowe it. Gopurison of the two documemnts
of reforenc: tax my understurding, ad I en fzseinsted at your uvurensss of it.
iow, may I usl, did toiec eciec tc your sitentien?

I do evnreciets your kincness in pesaing al ong your understanding,
especielly beceuse it is unsolicited snd I encounier so much difficulty in
getting so tnach of wkhat I do seeck.

Zcw av"r, the ncénel rencrt mentions but seven "negsiives" es distin'ruished
frow other film, Iss J.nvantory is descriteu as of "prints ¢nd tzcnsparesacies". In A
& nara.g,rnrﬁn aft-r the eighi-part listin- i%i seys "negetives corresponiinr to te =
ebova wele present", witzcut seyir to ¢ll cf the ctove or how %there hupsensd to
ba (if zoere ware) me cttives ccrresponiing to transparenciea, viich, as I under-
stand it, &re mode W tn pozitive Iiim,.

I & Durtier psrplexed by i fvilure of beth dcairents, where &
nrecine recodd seans to Love besn the overt nurscse, to sive & totel nuter of
pieturazs enl subtotels o emen wind en: size. 1 cemnot £4é Lny coumbizvtion of
:'m.}.-'\:ars 2ro: tac wnel iaventory ¢nd srrive €3 either the smnouncad figure -*..rl
picturcs toxzer or tact rocorded by tame '3I :geats present &t the zulopsy enl sie

victurc-teidng (1t vwil: p.racps sinplily taiigs for you if I do not roise ti=
szme cuestiorn stout the X-roys). I the tsdhleted i'ilm icdentified in parzntaesis

-




2t tie letsors "IBY i: ddenticsl | iik Tiic unletterec, CGifferert auuser, in

iizel? confusiny eriuzi, tuerc seeis ts 35 & soszl of 45 zictures. If 3t seven
relersc.’ To £t tis bosiom ol thds tebuleiicn ar diflzrent, there ihen are 52.

Ii‘ vnezg, wien nunlcrad "19 tircusi 25 (J2Z)* by the 7;inel zre not ilerticel with [
%40 thoousn ! o waiea tz: peasl ropoits zeys marcly tzet ihey "eppear to ;
Tepresext the some views", do ve beve en edditicnal savea? -nd if those identi-

Tiec wisk tie letiers J2 cne ciflerent nuiters thon tocse adjoinin- siem in tis

iist ere aifersnv pictures, hove we sn additiomel 187 iio conbinution of wéifition
erd/cr suttreetion yielde for wue the ¥3I o2 tie cn-ounced nuaor o picturea.

<tucy of ‘ppendix B (ozi & heve, indecd, studied i) providss only
more rxd aew confusion. It hos four items of vieturss, rcs one o7 viicn con-
teins 2 single meeninsful puaber. To 1list "envelopas® without reference to tnetr
centent 1s as best & subterfuge ¢nd ot worst & conscicu:z deceptlon. Do &ll tiks
envelcoes nove sny pletures of vny itin? in them?loes BYY hsve more then & single
£iln% Tasre are c'ner obvious cuestions, % tnese illusireste the voint. Bug
numters of envalopes only ore given in %n: first suree "itermizations” of film
in ippendiz B ¢né as mesningless as desizneiion is in sz remoining one, vhere
tre Bese inticn "I »oll' 4s uced. Rolls ars oo veryinz lanztas 2at vl thin sny
clven lenzth varying numbers cf exposures sre vossitlea, Sog Jppeniix B also
extends itzelf to give no nusber, notnin” from wWailea meon 2% esn Le derived.
I2 tuc setehes (fro: the list) sre "wit: no imege", in ivzell & rexzaxiable,
a2iirely anexploired zisustdien, there ic :vin less 1iselikood o sesinz uny
“ied of mouningful co purison Lotwe n 4 vie Lotinge 7 cupieo:edly identicel
filu o tic siude Lutonsy, vueh Ienresenved wa coonlete wan’ untoiatod,

ther existin: records muketiis oven more beffling to me. I refer to
toess teccuse viey tre the %o to which you restrieted yourself.The vewilderment,
wideh I uile no effort to aide, is further wmpliccted by cnslyeie 2 your choica
cZ werds. You refer not to totrl picturesand film of eny cal all Xinds, nsver
to prints cr S:enspereccles, merely %o "negatives". You say those of the panel
revert Yure the same negetives lirted in Lppencdx B%, oot you o not dey is
taat ticre urc no others, either nepiiives, positivas or trenvpsrercias. Is
thic wecly en overzisnt. Do the nusbers of both "liste exactly coincide? Does
either Luve wiut is pot ir Wk ¢ ner? How 1. toot idw "with no imscge" included
in the suvpoczedly Gefiritive psmel-renort list om texi?

Frox toie I tove you cen understond I do, sincerely, twelcome sny
elarfficotion. Your letter does not comvey 1%, t 1 o, very mueca, went it.
Perlicps you Lers sec ¢a additicnil reassn for ny anxlety to obtein wihet I em
conflidsnt I wn entitled to, a copy ¢ tas momoriniu:n of trensfor sy ewm rything
relatiss to 1t, I scerseinly would spresciete ¢ny mesrningiul expleasticn of ths
£tove Yol co. provide, wastever its form. I ¢m no les: sipcere in roving you will
restornd vitain tas reesonstle sime Te hoth *mow ie possible snd pressrts no ;
terdsiin t3 your or your stsff.

Onee agein, 1l uanselielt:dly, - gpain urge rhon you conciderstion of
waut Luck £ rocord ceys vnd reccrés or ruotirity of tie sovermuent end of every
indivicduel in <oy respcnsible ctvucity, esvecirlly .zen our concern is with tm
murder of e Fresident snd its officicl invesiigotion,

3ipcerely, b
/ _
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Lillian & Harold Weisberg

Code 301 /473-8186
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o lan~ lecve me no s1ternative unless 1 en %o sadicste my respon._.vibilitias
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