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President Clinton nominated former
Kansas governor John Carlin yesterday
to be the country’s top records keeper,
despite strong opposition from three ma-
jor historical groups who
the former dairy farmer does
clue about how to preserve th

documents.
White House officials said the presi-
dent, who has left the position of national

archivist vacant for more than
decided to act after Senate
Leader Robert J. Dole (R-Kan

firmed.

Leaders of the American
Association, Organization of
Historians and Society of American Ar-
~ chivists oppose Carlin, and told
House Thursday he was totally unquali-
fied. They charged that his |

professnonal quahﬂcatwns required to
perform the duties and responsibilities of
the office.”

Clinton hailed Carlin, a two-ferm gov-
ernor who managed Clinton's 1992 pres-
idential campaign in Kansas, as a talented
executive. “John Carlin will pravide nec-
essary leadership in terms of managing
the institution, providing fiscal |responsi-
bility and performing the important cul-
tural and historical responsibilities,” the
president said in a statement. [Dole was
equally glowing, declaring, “Joln’s quali-
fications for this position are beyond
question.”

‘I ... can say without reservation he
is the nght person to provide the Nation-

would move the nomination
Senate “as expeditiously as pos

oftheAmmcan}hstonml
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Tim Ericson of the University of Wx's- :
consin, who was one of three membersof -

the Society of American Archivists Who

interviewed the former governor, 8did '
Carlin “hasn’t a clue” about the techrii®al
issues of how to preserve records>*It °
was our unanimous opinion he has a cem- -

plete lack of knowledge for administering
archival records. . . . He might as well be
nominated for surgeon general or attor-
ney general.”

White House officials said that Ca;‘hn
a longtime friend of Clinton, was “an ex- °
perienced leader with proven commit-

ment to preservation, access and use of
government records.”

make his gubernatorial papers available

without restriction a year after he left .

the statehouse.

Representatives of all three of t.he'ﬂp— :
posing historical groups were summdiied |

Thursday to the White House, where=«in
separate meetings—they outlined their

objections to J. Robert Nash, head of-he : |.
- Office of Presidential Personnel, and other
“Clinton staff members. The historians said |

“they left the White House convinced that

the president would nominate Carlin de-
“spite their opposition, which is well-known
in historical and academic circles.

! Hints of opposition from archmsts*éhd '
historians derailed more than a dozén
other candidates, most of whom had doc-

toral degrees in history and academic

backgrounds. Carlin, who has a bache-
lor’s degree in dairy science, is currently
the head of Midwest Superconductivity .
Inc., a technology firm in Lawrence, Kan. ¥

The $123,100-a-year archivist posi-
tion has been vacant since early 1993,
when Don W. Wilson, a Bush appointee,

quit. He had become ensnarled in confro- |

versy after he decided to let Bush kéep
computerized messages that historiins

A White Holise |
statement cited Carlin's role in the deel- |
opment of the “state of the art” Kangas -
Museum of History and his effortsto :

FOE gy JF e

R T T T TR

' T

said should have been preserved in ‘the
National Archives. A federal court judge :

overturned Wilson’s decision. Wilson:lat-
er was named executive director:of

Bush’s presidential library at Texas .

A&M University.

The National Archives, an indepgn- -
dent federal agency for the past, 10

years, is charged with preserving a.nd
maintaining government records, rang-
ing from the Declaration of Indepén- |
dence to millions of government phglo~ |
graphs and computerized records.




