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HENATIONALArchwesand Records Ad-
ministration tends to go long years wi
attracting public attention. As the Keeper of

mi:aﬁmd]ohnW.Carﬁntob:ynaﬁmal arbhivist—
an appointment sharply opposed by a raft of historians’
and archivists’ professional associations—and the sub-
ﬁaht over m, in Mr. Carlin’s Senate confirma

timheaﬁngsMayM.ﬂledlssmtets’ concerns about

his credentials and the nominee’s own views dn his job
can be fully aired.

The academic associations complain that [r. Carlin,
ex-governor of Kansas and an early Clinton campaig
mutef.lm'norelevanfuedmtialsfui_ora' whose
m,- _w‘ I:lm GM mﬁmﬂy a professiona
wlnwxﬂbepdiﬁcaﬂyilﬂependmtofme president.
The concern is the same as when that law was passed
in 1984 as part of the removal of the archives from the
mn!xelhdﬂ;ﬂ;te General Services Administ ation. It
was and is a nonprofessional archivist would be
mmwmﬂymmﬂf DErsona

interest to the executive, on |matters
conceming the privacy of the presidential papers. (The
mwmg preservation of
ueﬁmﬁalmds.htmn_.wasp_assedin the after-
mthdwmmtlmghmngly ll:-‘
maneuvers have kept many of the Nixon papers
imcmﬂehthis'day.)Anamhivistwithmtpmfm—

sional standing falls prey to a long-standing bureau-

without .

cratccompeuumhetwemﬂaeomtralardnveswhmh
are supposed to guarantee openness and fair access
across the board, and the individual presidential fibrar-
ies, which prefer to operate independently and are
aowrdedam@prom;ﬁmofﬂleoveraﬂbudgettodo

S0.
Professional historians fear that a national archivist

'Mr.Carlin,whowspmhedsu'onglybythosewho
favor the presidential libraries in the ing tug

ofwar,needstobeaskedinpublicabmtalltime
issues, but the ion initially suggested no
wihamsatall.andSm.WﬂliamRo&,.whowiﬂchair
the hearing, has scheduled only two five-minute slots
formﬂimThjs'mpreposterm'I‘heptmident]auds
Mr. Carlin’s managerial skills, and others on the Hill
support him. But the administration’s bungling and
dithering over the appointment, followed by an appar-
ent rush to get him through, offer all the more reason
to let Mr. Carlin’s case be examined fully.




