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AM-KENNEDY (BCHEDULED )
CIA set to release JFK agsasaination files :
By Jim Wolf _—

WASHINGTON (Reuter) - The CIA said Wednesday it was
releasing about 23,000 pages of praviously secrst documents
related to the 1963 assassination of President John ¥. Kennedy
as part of a major government disclosuze.

But the relatively esmall amount being made available by
the Central Intelligence Agency, which is believed to have ag
many as 300,000 pages on the case, was a disappointment to
researchers. .

‘It means that they have released about 18 percent of what
they have," said James Lesar, a Washington attorney who heads
the non-profit Asgassination Archives and Research Center.
"They’re stalling, clean and 8imple."

"Why do they have to hold back?," ha added in a tel one
interview.” "It just makes sverybody more and mors suspicious
of their actions, "

The document disclomuzs is mondated Dy the 1992 JFK
Assassination Records Collection Act, which requires that

postponad for specified reasons. The law sets up a five-member
preaidential review board with the power to requize govermment
offices to release additional records.

Creation of this panel is seven months overdue. The
records act, which then-Prasident George Bush signed into law
last Oct. 26, required the president to appoint the board
within 90 days. That would have been Jan. 23, five days after
Clinton took offica.

By law, the review panel would grant "postponements’ only
when, for example, disclosure would uncloak "an intelligence
agent whose identity currently requires protection, " or
confidential sources who would face “substantial risk of harm"
if their identitias were made public,

Daniel Alcorn, a lawyer who is a board menber of the
Assassination Archives and Research Center, said the amount of
material being withheld by the CIA reinforced tha need for
Clinton to appoint the review panel.

"It’s very much overdue and I don't understand why they
haven’t dona it," he said in a telephone intarview. The White
douse did not wetuwn = phione call seeking comment.

Apart from the material being held back for the review
soard when it ig finally created, most of the 23,000 pages of
-IA documents sent to the National Archives have been redacted
-0 protect intelligence Bources, methods and personal privacy.

In most cases, this involved blacking out "just a few
®ords that that don't roally bear on the thrust of the
widence, " David Christian, a CIA Bpokesman, said,

The CIA has already released about 12,800 pages of
\Sgasgination-related documents through its own historical
‘eview progrem aa Part of an "openngss" policy inaugurated
:he agency’s former  director, Robert Gatas.

Christian said the previously disclosed CIA material will
¥ re-released Monday under the racord act’s guidelines, which
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standardige identification aide to facilitiate research,

Also being releamed are records from other govarnmant
agencies and from the Warren Commission and the House Select
Committee on Agsassinationa. The commigeion concluded in 1964
that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone when he shot Kennedy in a

8tirred by Oliver Stone’s 1892 fiim » +" which suggested
Kennedy was thntvictim of a government conspiracy invelving

Oklahoma Democrat Sen, David Boren, then chairman of the
Senate Intelligence committee and one of the sponsors of the
originai lngialation, Pradicted lagt Year that »99, 99 percent "
of government records on the assassination would be releasad
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 18
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ed o the 1963 assassination of Presi-
dent John F. , lessithat 10

percent of the secret assassination doc-
uments the agency is believedito have.

The relatively smal size of the re-
lease disappointed researchers.

*"They’re stalling, clean and simple,"
James Lesar, a Washington lawyer
who heads the nonprofit Assassina
Archives and Research Center, said in
A lelephone interview.
- have 10 hold back? 1t just makes eve
body more and more suspicious of their
actionsy,”” !

The document disclosure is mandat-
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Collection Act of 1892, which
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Lacking a Review Panel

Under the act, the release of certain
documents may be postponed for speci-
ﬁedmasuna.'!'halnwse&aupnﬁve—
member review board with the power
1o require Government offices lo re-
leage additional records,

Creation of tha panal is long overdue.
records acl, which President
Bush signed into law last Oct,
28, the President 1o appoint
the board within 90 days. That would
have been Jan, 235, five days after Pres-
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By law, the review pansl would grant
ents’ anly when, for exam-
ple, disclngure would uncloak “‘an intel-
ligence agent whose identity currenily
requires pi " or confidential
sources who might be harmed if their

Identities were made puhlic,
Daniel a lawyer who s a
Assassination

.board member of the

Archives and

Research Center, said
the amount of

material being withheld
by the C.LA. reinforced the need for
Mr, Clinton to appoint the review panel,

“I's very much overdue, and I don’t
understand why they haven't done i
he said in a telephone interview, The
White House did not returh a phone cajl
secking comment,
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- Judge in King
 defends office

LUK ANGE B8 TIMES

L.OS ANGELIE - US Distriet
dudge Juhn G. Davies, whose 214-
year prison sentences far Offieer
Laurenee M. Powell and Syt. Stacey
C. Koon hav: come under sharp
criticism in rome quarters, defended
his sentences in & rare interview yes-
terday,

“The application of the guidelines
is # very complieated process, and
the search for a just rosull was my
entire missivn,” Davies said.

“T did my best 1o be fuir.”

Davies, who has turned down
dozems of requests for interviews
about the exse, said he agreed Lo dis-
tuss the matter only beeause he be-
lievess many people huve misunder-
stood his rationale for the sentenes
he itnpused, e spoke Lo the Los An-
geles Times and to The Sentinel, a
Los Angeles publieation disteibuted
primardly in the African-American
eommunity.

beating case
rs’ sentences

Much of the Sentinel interview
was devoted o issues relnted to fed-
elul senteneing guidelines, but, -
vies digd briefly address the subjoet
of police brutality, “Tt, think it nexds
to be abhorred,” Davies Lold the Sen-
tiuel in un intevview Lo be published
toduy. “IL needs to be climinated,
and the systom has 1o do everything
possible to eliminate jL"

In both interviews, Davios de.
clined Lo disenss details of the sen-
Lences he handed down aguinst the
twe Las Angeles police officers, re-
ferring instend to the bM-page wril-
ten inemarandum Uhat explained his
reasuning., But ho said one jesue hag
been widely misinderdtood: how the
actions of thy vietim, Rodney G.
King, affected the sentenen,

It wus Davies' sharp crilivisms of
King's behavior on the night of the
meldent - King had beon drinking
and had resisted arrest - Lhpi
sparked much of Lhe heated reaetion
to his sentences,
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10 go to Afghanistan

o the slorie 16 £o to Af- mmmists in Afghanistan, but both he and thy CJIA
huve denied it

wik Abdel-Rahmun would

Immigration authorities said deporlecs are

1 two other countrics, bul  usually sent w the country from which thoy oy
. terod the United States.

* procecding, Lhe povern-
vy of deporiation. We huve

Sheik Abdel-Rehman came from Sudun in
1990. But sinee he is an Kgyptiun eitizen, muthori-

- government whether he  ties say he might be sent. there, whern he faces
loave for Alghanistan and  almost certain imprisonment.

answor,” she said at the

The Egyptian government has swiked the Unit-

ed States 10 extradite Sheilk Abdel-Ruhman,

that two of his sons wore

Nelson said she is concerned fur her client, b~

tudeen Muslim resistanee  ©¥0se of his poor health. Ho suffers from dinbotos,

nation af Afyrhaniciom dme,

Qhalle AhAnl Palunmn G badow Latd wi . o1y

9:13 No.0O0S

National
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CIA to release
JFK death data

ASHINGTON - The CIA said

yesterdity that il was releasing
about. 23,000 pages of previously se-
erel documents related to the 1903
assussination of President John 1,
Kennedy as pard of n major govern-
ment dikelogure. The amount beings
made avasilable by the Contral Intol
ligenee Agency, which is believed Lo
have as many as 300,000 pages on
the case, was a disappointment, Lo re-
searchers, (Reuters)

21 are injured
in factory blast

NSTITUTE, W.Va. - An explo-

sion and fire at a pesticide fctory
injured 21 pegple yesterday and
forced Lhousands 1o stay indoors.
The firc at the Rhone Poulene Ag
Co. wus bronght under contro] with.
in two hourg, company spokeswoman
Janet Vietorson said. The blast oc-
curred in A unitof the plant that pro-
duces the pestivide Larvin, campany
spokeswoman Brmnje MeCarthy
said. The 460-acre plant also pro-
thices melhyl isocynnate, the chomi-
cal that killed 3,000 peuple in 1984
after a Inak in Bhopal, Indiz. That
chemical is produced clsewhere in
the plunt and was not involved in
yesterday's fire, company officials
raid. (AP)
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