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When I wrote you earlier thic e rly erPn.Lng 11.\1;;0 go I cobuld mail it when L left
for uy savly morning wadllkding. That ic whew 1 got the paper and read your story on the
new execubive Jz_'bder on seerecy. The vore thing§change the more they remain the same!

“hat recuirenent of a concise reason for clas ification and identification of the
clag ifier is not new at all. Thoze ‘concise" reasomthave always been conclusory and to
1y lciovledpd false but the requester is hardly in a position to prove it. If this is a
cliange in form, it is not in}sub::te_nce. I'm sure Jim can give you countlesaféiamples i
you went it. 2

Vith Steven Garf:i_mléi%n heading ihe Oversight office that experiencq{/{fox iz again
guarding; chicken houses,

Vihen he was GSA gencral counsel he was in churgeqf ol my suits against the &rchives
and handled one himself, Luendthe top Secret clageifications applied by the Comnission -
Jhieh did not even have authorityaclasgify anythinges In the end I got all the executive
sepsion transcripts. Therc is not a single classifiable page in any and all were initialy
withehlds They even had Top Secret o thoe testinony they wefe to publish until the
Printing @fice snid they could not set type on anytbinr«- Top Secret.

In every i stance the classification was to prevent embariassment, several times
to our first unelected President.

in one swit they withheld the 5/ 19/64 executiver session tr:nscript, claiming the
need to proyect Normen Redlich's privagyx It has since been released and it was Ford, not
Redlich they uere protecting. ﬁu was the running dog for the far-right racists who wanted

“edlich i‘:u"o/' L got about 30 pages of the ugliest, nastiest stuff about him, noﬁ claim
o protect privacy. OUnly the slightest representation of that, already publig, in the
t¥ wnscript. There was no privacy to protect other thin Ford's.

Yihen the Archives Pcfused to take a couple of cle.r pictures of unbleoody parts of
JFK's cleothing, no end of color pic'turesff wll of blood akpeady disclosed by the Rrxzhiimes,
hpchives, and I believe that Garfinkel hafiled that one himself, - involled the relevant
archivdp regulation in forfe, that in lieu of peisonal }taminatﬁmn ol the m# it wadd
would tolke ond give us photos. The only possibility for alwost all Americans in places
lile Alaska or “awaii. But they did not .ant the evidence I was seeking out so they re-
urote the ragulations and Gariinkel per;sonalﬁed to Uesedl in involing the replacement
regulation, dving Gesell a COJJ, and | sazl:tt sayin;; it was the applicable one at the

tine I applied,

In General, I'ye finally gotten a great E'E)lume of i‘ormm-ly"national ecurity" docu-

nenty Can't remember one that ever qualified for classification. Best, P f’[/
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