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justice O
fficials B

ack Transfer of B
ush R

ecords 
(7inion W

hite H
ouse Said So F

avor P
rotection of O

n 
	Presidential M

em
os 

B
y G

eorge L
ao:frier Jr, 
sisti wow- 

T
he C

linton: Justke D
epartm

ent m
atched 

chin up into federal court yesterday and tie-

fended as P
roffer a controversial agreem

ent 

giving form
er president G

eorge Ihrsh exclusive 

legal contm
4 of the otenputerized records O

f his 

presidency, 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

m
m

u
n
icatio

n
s d

irecto
r 

G
eorge S

tephanopoolos told a reporter that the 

decisiori to support the agreem
ent w

as based on 

a deterniM
atitin that, like B

ush's W
hite H

ouse, 

the C
linton W

hite H
ouse does not w

ant a 31M
-

ceeding, potentially unfriendly adm
inistration 

paw
ing O

M
 its com

puter m
entoit 

T
he agreem

ent, signed by thee-A
reinvivit 

D
on W

. W
ilson on Jan, 19, hours before R

ush 

left office, enabled the outgoing adm
inistration 

to m
ove thousands of tapes from

 the N
ational 

S
ecurity C

ouncil thIS
C

i and other W
hite noose 

offices to the N
ational A

rchives just before C
lin-

ton w
as sw

orn in. 
D

istrict Judge C
harles R

. R
ichey lis-

tened skeptically to the gm
ernm

eitt's claim
s 

that the transfer w
.as intended to preserve the 

m
aterials in line w

ith court orders he Issued in 

early January. lk called yesterday's hearing to 

give the A
rchives and various W

hite H
ouse of-

fices an opportunity to S
how

 w
hy they should 

not be held in civil contem
pt 

Justice D
epartm

ent law
yer D

avid A
nderson 

M
kt that the M

urk...id transfer of tapes w
att "not 

perfect' but he m
aintained that the flaw

s in the 

operation--auch as the "ac.cidentar overw
riting 

of several backup tapes----fell far short O
f con 

tem
pt, 

T
h
e p

lain
tiffs, led

 b
y
 S

co
tt A

rm
stro

n
g
. 

founder of' the nonprofit N
ational S

ecurity A
r-

chive, filed suit in 1989 to prevent destruction 

of the com
puter tapes of form

er president R
on-

ald. R
eagan and then the of the B

ush W
hite 

H
ouse, especially those m

ade by the N
SC

. T
hey 

argued that the last-m
iritite trarishl of B

ow
s. 

records, w
hich included records from

 the. R
ea-

gan era, w
as carried out for politkat, not pres-

ervationist reasons and that the operation has 

endangered the tapes, 
M

ichael T
ankersley, a law

yer for P
ublic C

it-

izen, a consurner rights group, said som
e tapes 

from
 the R

eagan W
hite H

ouse show
 signs of 

deterkiration and neect to he copied as soon as 

p
o
ssib

le. H
u
t th

e A
rch

iv
es h

as n
eith

er th
e 

equipm
ent nor the softw

are to read or m
ake 

copies of any of the B
ush or R

eagan tapes. 

'T
hat is only the tip of the iceberg,' T

ankers-

ley said H
e said W

hite H
ouse agencies such as 

the N
S

C
 could m

ake copies, but under 13Inh" 

agreem
ent w

ith the A
rchives, the W

hite H
ouse 

no longer ban 3C
t*SS to the records. 

A
nderson said that "there is no evidence of 

actual deterioration' of the tapes, hut T
anker-

sely said depositions taken by the plaintiffs in 

recent w
eeks show

ed that about 300 tapes, 

som
e f.d•theili dating to 1984. w

ere in M
im

e>
 

<hate need of preservation copY
ing," 

T
h
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t !airier to
ld

 th
e 

court that acting A
rchivist T

rudy IL
 P

eterson 

approved a 'long-term
' preservation plan for 

the tapes cm
 A

pril 16%
. but the judge noted that 

the agency has no tim
etable and that budgetary 

constraints could delay the process. 

*T
here's nothing that offends m

e m
ore than 

the constant delays caused by a bureaucracy 

W
hen it w

ants to avoid doing som
ething," 'R

i-

chey said, adding that he w
ould issue a ruling 

shortly. 
R

ichey held in January that he had no nuts. 

diction over "presidential records .' on the
,  tapes, 

but he ordered that the defendant agencies take 

`all necessary steps' to preserve, w
ithout era-

sure, the lederar records on the sam
e tapes, 

such as m
em

os betw
een. N

g: em
pinyt*A

. 

W
hile the new

 atirninistration defended the 

111141-W
itaott agreem

ent as part of a "'rex; faith" 

effo
rt to

 p
retten

e th
e tap

es, T
an

k
ersley

 d
e 

trounced it as "a private records law
" that has 

bean used to supersede federal statutes 'and 

t.ht: n-rder; of this court," 


