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g » The Asgsassination re-reviewed—So muany readers
z’wew agited by the report in the Junuary 1 adsue of the

¢ Washesrgton Specdtor o the baleful legacy of the assas-

Dosmator ol Preswdent John Fo Kennedy and s widely

i dishelieved official mvestizanons

] i i that the Speviator widl vlosely fols
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the fingd effortwol this cenury,
oanyway ——f0 e s much trith as
: i ois st passible to learn on 1hu
events in Dallas bgfore, durmg and after Novembier 22,
C I3
 Last month, a new panel cabled the Assasgination
- Records Review Board. crested by the helaged but well-
iptentioned Congressionul approval of the Assassinatiog

- Recovds Collection Act of 1991 began what is by alt odds

u rmiuaml} .md intedicctoally honest seach for and

guestions.
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public release of-—the nussing government docunents

whose absence belps sustain the LEK. empma.

fis gc‘t&i’tg h‘nie press atwmkm R‘mnm—-«mm were
Ldﬂﬁmﬂ% saw and mmmmmws of the new
board, and they seemed an impressive lot. All were
nominated by Presidemt Clinton after George Bush
refused to pane any. The review board members:

Henry Graff, 720 0f Scarsdale, NY, a wtised professor
of history at Columbia University, was an Arny cryp-
tolagist in World War I Kermmit Hail, 49, dean and
professor of history and taw gt e Untversity of Tulsy

Withiam Joyce, 51, associate fibrarian for special colleg- |

tions at Princeton Univer sity, Anng Nelson, 61, professor
af histary @ American Unvemly here m Washirgton
and John Tushews, 40, Minnescta's dopu:y AOTREY
seneral.

fn a statement thal the other members agreed som-
marized their views, Gradf declared that the review board
s committed to Vestobdishing the bistorical authenticny of
the awful events in Dallas™ in a way that “will help restore
confidence in government

The board has unosoal cloul. Congress has given it
swetpig, quasijudicnl powers-—authority to bold pablic
hearings, iy take swom estimeny and to subpoena wit-
gesses and docuwments. Among those testifying may be
some of the advocates of theories that Graff called
spesulation, sumelines in immoderate tones.” There is
also a siabgtory “prestmption of wmnediate disclusure” of
dovwmients, weaning that it will aow be difficulc for
gevimmnupl g nes (o idethen any longer.
- What has happened s that polls showing 80-percent:
apd-up public doceptance of scores of conspiratorial as
sassination sheories finalhy moved Contgress to ry 1w ge
the monkey of disbeie! off iy back by creating an un-
usually strong review panel. The bourd will meet over a
two-year period w Washmgton, With an appropristion of
$4.5 million a vear for staff, it has until October 1996 o
compile an archive that few expect o comprise "o smok-
g pun,” but that may answer some important evidentiaey
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