Papers on Kennedy Assassination

Are Unsealed, and 63 Is Revisited

By TIM WEINER
Spociad ta The New York Thries

WASHINGTON, Aug. 33 — Pages
from the raw record of a national
nightmare, committed 1 paper,
stamped top secret and filed away for
38 years: a 1959 urinalysis of Lee Har-
vay Cawald; frantie requests for dos-
siers on the man arrested asiJohn F,
Kennedy's assassing ballistles tests on
the maiborder rifle; a sca! 'mdel 0!
the grassy kaell, 7 o i

The National Archives' huge cache
lof Government documents on the as.
| sassination of President Kemeay wok
opened today, offering % lmﬁmm
for conspiracy theorists, a Wh of
greans details for historisns and & bot-
omiess pit of memory, loss and mys-
tery for those who recail the Presi-
dent's  murder. Included wers 50,000
pages of dgxzumems fmm ;Ifm Cemml

Intelllgonce A uf
Presidential pagers

I{earnay. Rumor and imm

The ties show how the C.UA, wam-
bled In the hours ‘after the assassina-
tion on Nov, 32 1883, to iocate dessiers
an ODswald (they found 303, They record

& C.LA. official’s fear thal the Fedaral
Bareau of Invastipation was tailing

him as he met with 8 mopsier e

C.LA. had hired to kil Fidei Castro. |

They inchude a thousand shards of avi-
dence, and thousands more of hearsay,
rumor, gossip, innuendo and nongense.
Sinca thousands of C.LA. records and,
other materials remain classified, |
pleces are still missing Hrom the puz-:
zle. And the information - disclased
amounted to less than the 1,053 banus of
materials opened today; & surprisingly
large number of the documents con-
sisted of newspaper clippings stamped
secret by the C.LA. and musltiple coples
of the sama report from different files.

Ewvidence for Everyong .
But for those who believe that the

assasgination was the sole work of Os-
wakt, an ex-marine whe had falled in

nearly every endesvory inchuding.
sttempt todefect to M fi T
released documents offer
proofAnd for those who belleve that
Oswaid did not act alone, the: docu-
ments also offer substantistion;
“This will feed another gensration of
asgasstnation buifs, the children of as
sassination buffs,” said Edward Juy
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o« second shooter, there was

Many theories have been put for-
ward — the Soviets did it, the Cubans
did it the mmmam&xﬁami
© appear w hold no smoking : 2
resction o oand revidsy

- the 1991 muovie *JFK" di

of military officers sod
L offieinls ploved the kil
prompied Congress. to o
WM ﬁy ;ﬁuﬂy ot
Most of the dacuments porsd afl}
diy by resedrchers and reporters were
long-seerst materials revi d by two
Government  commissions | that had
sm“n:d ‘Lha aksassination,
arren Commi in
1864 that Oswaid, ammsf:m dgrr
the Presiden: with twe
cheap mai-order vifla
%fitgﬁwr whidow m Te: Mﬂ
Depository in umg. s.
A House s mmmmummwm
i 1878 that Oswald killed the Prasident |
with twe shots, but that. there wis:
evidence {o support a theory that.a
third shot may have come. from a
grassy knoll ioross the plazal

‘Rensonuble Peoply’ Dlu;m 3
Amang the Warren Commission's
most controversial findings: was: what
conspiracy theorists have ridkaded as
the “magic bullet” conclusion = that.
one of the shots Oswald fired passed:
through the President, struck My Con-
nally in the back, exited through his
chest, passed through his right wrist,
enteved his left thigh and later showed
up, largely intact, on & hospital stretch-

+ er. Conspiracy theorists say one bullet

could not have traveled. £0: thns
rouie and sustained so Hitls

“*A reasongble person nde
‘either that Qswald acted nlgm or that.
there was a second shoemr. G.
Robert Blakcy, counsel ﬁ
Hmuemmmmee. *The sing :
planation was that if

of organized crime”
That latter explanation.
fascinated speculation. T
The organized-crime  element o
which Mr. Blikey referred was a New
- Orieans facthm presided over by Santo
Tratficante J:., who died in'1987. The
matermal made public mdaﬁ lhcluﬂea
C.LA, documants descr haw
agency's lemders (n 1860 o1
ganized crime figure, i,
to arrvange for “the Hguid

| tempiated the assasstnation of foreign

nation: mmmittae

Lappeinted an independent panel to re-

(step."” He called an the C.LA. to make |

Castra,” which the upcuments de-
scribed 48 “& senaitive mw -W’r
ing gangster-tvpe action,” M
in turn, asked for the help oﬁwg'mn-

=
ki\;ﬁy wiis al ﬁmardﬁve today,
revigwing the ald files with a practiced
eye. "None of this material is entirely
new," he said. "“The Warren Commis.
sign had sccess to most of this swulf,
and what they dide’t have access to, we
had access (o in 1978, This {s not a
curreni event. This is a h:smmi fooi-
mv ) 5
+But he said the boxes ollmdammy
examples of material that should have
been ‘but was kept secret, and
vice verss, He cited as an example of
the Hrst an uncorrvhorated assertion
that & woman who had worked at the| |
Cnhm'- Embassy in Mexico Chivohad |
fhad w sexnal liaison with Oswesid b
months before the assassination, -
Other researchers noted the mnthm-
ing classification of files on a CLA
plan code-named IR Rifle, which con-

leaders. The plan was referred to, but
nol detailed b¥, the 1978 House anmsi»

Fueling Public ml!tuu A
Bmuae Prosident Cl!moa hl! hﬁl

view the documents, as was called for
hy Congress fast vear, the agenc tg
that created the secrefs are allowed

decide what secrets o keep, M. ﬁ!nv
key said,

Dav!d W Betin, counsel to the War-
ren Commissian and the executive di-
rector of the Rovkefeller Commission,
which also examined the assassination,
siaidd today's release was “only the first

public all its tiles on the case,
“With the public distrust of govern- |
mient, the.need o restare public lmax i
far mtweighs any need for secrecy,”
he said, He added that the “m
sentations of the wuth by Hellywood,”
could only be rectified by a complete
itisclosure of all the Gm'emment has
iknown about the case, ok
Mr. Belin also suid it was parti.m!ar-
ly important for the C.LA, 10 release all
its files because the agency had viotat- |
ed an order from President Lyndon B.
Johnson' by withholdinog some docu-
ments from the Warren, Cmumisaim
nearly 30 years ago. :




