You Are Cordially Invited
By The
Archivist of the United States
’ To Become An
Associate of the
National Archives

Dear Friend:

During the past year your Archives played an important role in
bringing each of the following to life...

Most of you have seen the classic TV series "The Adams
Chronicles" about one of the most influential families
in American history. But you may not realize that the
National Archives provided an appreciable amount of
the documentary source material on which this program
was based.

The current best seller Roots, by Alex Haley,
traces the author's heritage back through slavery
days to his ancestral village in Africa - a feat of
monumental research made possible in part by the
prodigious store of genealogical information
available at the Archives.

And in his new book Adolf Hitler, author John Toland
graciously acknowledges his debt to the vast store of
material in the Archives' World War II collections,
particularly the captured German archives.

These are only three recent and popular examples of ways in which
archival collections have contributed to our understanding of history
and the historical process. The list could be much longer, for at
the National Archives our documentary heritage is not just a
bicentennial concern; it is our every-day, every-year "business."
Through the Associates program, we would like to make it your business,
too.

You will find your membership offers you a special relationship
with our unique institution. You will receive special privileges
and liberal discounts, and you will share many enjoyable occasions
with fellow members.
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At the same time, your membership fee will help us
give more of our citizens an appreciation of the
many treasures in the Archives that belong to all
Americans. You will be assisting the promotion of
publications and exhibits both in Washington and
around the country, reminding and encouraging our
citizens to use, enjoy, and benefit from our Nation's
official "memory bank."

As an Associate, you will receive at no cost our lively quarterly
newsletter "Archives Associate." The newsletter will give you advance
notice of public events, special lectures, seminars, classes, and film
showings both at the National Archives and at the Presidential libraries
and regional archives around the country. You will also be kept abreast
of other items of interest, research projects underway, new Archives:
programs, new publications, and the like. In addition, you will receive
a generous discount for Prologue, the Archives' informative, award-
winning quarterly journal, which features artiéles on American history

~and news of accessions. Of special interest are announcements in

Prologue of the declassification of previously secret records.

Other membership benefits you will enjoy as an
Associate include...free access to the six Presi-
dential 1ibra{ies...special behind-the-scenes tours

of the National Archives when you visit Washington...
substantial discounts on all Archives microfilms and
publications {for example, our new, lavishly illustrated
book, The Written Word Endures)...reduced rates to all
Archives events for which there is a charge...and an
invitation to our annual gala reception for Associates
at the National Archives in Washington.

Our Archives-sponsored educaticnal tours deserve special mention. We
offer Associates worthwhile group travel savings on trips both overseas
and here in the United States. Last year we had a special Bicentennial
tour of England; in 1977 we hope you will join us in visiting New Orleans
and Natchez, Rome and Florence, and Ireland. The opportunity to partici-
pate in the Archives' special tours in itself makes your membership most
rewarding!

To become part of your National Archives and enjoy the privileges
of membership, simply return the enclosed postpaid Associates form today.

I look forward to welcoming you to the world of the National Archives.

Sincerely,

JAMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

P.S. As a bonus for joining the Associates now, you will receive
The Formation of the Union, an 80-page publication that contains
the story of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution,
and the Bill of Rights, with reproductions of 38 documents

concerning perhaps the most innovative period of any nation's
history.




