Dr, James B, Rhoads, Archivist R, 12, Frederick, Md. 2170t
National Archives 1/28/76
Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Dr. Zhoads,

Your lettsr stamp dated 11/22/76 says it is in resporse to my letters of 9/28 amd
10/19 and 21, 1976,

Throughout you ckaim exemption §b)(5) "imter-agescy or iatrs-agescy memorandum or
letter which womld mot be available by law to & party other tham an agemcy in litigation
with the agemcy."

I believe that the requesta om which you iavoke this exemption domx mot qualify for
this exemption. It does mot cover gll imter— sad imtra-sagemcy records. As you well kmow,
the courts have held agaimst your olaim to exemptioms with me with fair regularity -
totality a» I recall to mow with ome exception. I am apsealing thic olaim amd what
follows both to you smd through chamnels by a carbom im the hope that you will recomsider,
face the embarrsssmext that is the real reasom, and get it overwith. Hesides, you have
already waived the right to claim this exemption by providisg such records.

With regard %o your 1., pictures of Presideat K.miody': oclothing, you provide two
enclosures, misrepresenting both and ignoriag those records you withhksld improperly
from ne for so loag that are applicable.

The letter ag reexeat provides for the yictures for which I ask rather than yrwix
prohdbiting them,

The Regulations were rewritiea gfter I made this request, You l%v- deceptively
sent me thoss that were mot applicable st the time of this request. *Lose that wers them
applicable are quide explicit im specifyimg that you must provide me with such pictures.

The recoxds you withheld despite early promises to provide them are clear om the
intent of the lotter agresment. That, tooys says I am estitled to these pictures.

The intent to deceive is clear im the lamguage at the top of mage 2 whers you
pretend that the eaclosed regnlatioss are those ia ffect 20/29/66, the date of the letter
agreszent. The copy snclosed ig dated l43/72. I ask for the copy ia forfe 10/29/66 amd
any and all vevisions prior to 3/3/72. Thise will make clear that the misrepresentation
is deliberats.

The real reason you deny these whem otherw are readily available is because thuse
have evidentiary values the official ames were takem to hide and becaunse you did mot
preveat or report the destrwctiom of some of the most essential evidence im this ter-
rible erinme,

2. 1s a request for the records relating to the withboel relatsd to the medical/
autopsy and scieatific tests. Im addition to (b)(5) you imveks (b)(6) in what I regard
as further and deliberats mdarepressatation and in open vicletion of decigioms umder
the amended Act. Thers are mo such consideratioms 4x these records and they are not fa
aay seass personmsl records, which have beem defined by the courts im 2 memmer makiug
your reprezeatations spurious.

Moreover, other agemcies maimtain public records om suck matters amd have them
availible to all. The real reasom agais is embarrassment. You do not evea state whose
yrivacy is allegedly iavolved, I have not asked for medical or persomsel records ia
this reguest.

Iou ask me to specify what ig withheld. When I made that request you had ot
partially complied #kth it, as you did afterward. However, I do bave writtem assuraaces
from you persomally sfter our dispute whea you 4id mot provide the aubomsy and medical
mpterial when you relessedsome sxscutive session tramscripis. At that time you .assured me
tkat as such records were released they would be sent me. You bave mot dome this. I am
asicing for the belated keeping of your word. ’



Your 3 refusals are inim terms of “correspondemce with other researchers" whea you
use this devige to twist my request, which relates to isnvestigatioss of the destructioa
of svidence. fou, for sxample, wrote me about the umimotting of the tie. I vant any
records relating to what you, mot some other researcheridid to get to the bottom of this,
If you did mothing I'd mot be aurprised. But there is mo (b)(6) exemption possible here
ard 1 bave already challemged and apsealed your citatiox of (b)5)

Your stock offer of access im your weadiang room would mot meam anything to ax
American in Alaska or Hawaii and as you know means mothimg to me becsuse of ths medical
and physical limitations with which I must conform. Uzless there is s sreat volume of
records relating to the destruction amd replacemeat of these records please just sest
De xeroxes. 1 am emclosing a check for $100 to add to my deposit account.

L

4, also I xppesl. My prior experience provides mo basis for confideacs that iheas
exsnplilons are iavoked properly. There is no cmse im which T have obtalaed anythimg
previosuly withheld under them whem the withholdiag was justified or the claim to
exemption with any basia iz faot. '

¥hether or mot the exemptions are or evem cam be applicadble, it is obvicus that
with regard to arivacy claims the masking of the mame im all that is needed Lo preserve
Frivacy ia correspondence in which my only interest, pusx specifically mxka stated, has
to do only with "the releasze or whthiholding ® of the records I sesk.

However, I do keow of some cases of apecial treatment and the pomsibility of
enbarras:mert to you., There :Ls. o exemption azsropriate to this aituwatiom.

I sincerely regret that you comtinue to try to use am Act iatemded to make informa-
tion avellable aa excuse for refusiag to maks it availabls. I also regret that the
decestion: and misreprossntations of the past have mot anded,

Sincerely,

HRarold Welsberg



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

NOV 2 2 1976

Mr . Harold Weisberg
Route 12
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

This is in further response to your letters of September 28 and
October 19 and 21, 1976, in which you mgke certain requests concern-
ing material relating to the assassination of President Kennedy,
citing the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) as amended.
Because the requests in these letters are overlapping, we are making
a combined response in this letter.

In your letters of September 28 and October 21 and in a telephone
conversation with Mr. William Lewis of our staff you requested copies
of National Archives and GSA correspondence with you which contains
notations by staff members, as well as related internmal memoranda ,

in our opereting files. Copies of such correspondence in National
Archives operating files will be furnished to you as soon as they
can be prepared. Related intra-agency memoranda are denied to you
under 5 U.S.Cs 552 (b) (5), "inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums
or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than
an agency in litigation with the agency.” Copies of your letters of
September 28 and October 21 have been referred to the Director of
Information, General Services Administration, for a separate reply.

At the end of your letter of October 19 you request the following:

1. Photographs and the original negatives of President Kennedy's
clothing prepared by the National Archives to show you instead
of the clothing, in connection with your lawsuit in 1970 for
access to the clothing, as well as all relevant records.

These photographs and negatives are denied to you under 5 U,S.C.
552 (b) (3), matters "specifically exempted from disclosure by
statute.” The statute concerned is bk U.S.C. Sections 2107 and
208(C), which provide that the Administrator of General Services
may accept for deposit the papers and other historical materials
of a President or former President of the United States subject
to restrictions as to their use imposed by the donors and agree-
able to the Administrator. The photographs were prepared pur-
suant to the agreement between the Administrator of General
Services and Mr. Burke Marshall, the representative of the
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Kennedy family, dated October 29, 1966 (copy enclosed). This
agreement gives the Administretor authority (delegated to the
Archivist of the United States) to impose conditions he deems
appropriate on access to the clothing of President Kennedy
(Paragraphs I (2) (b) and VI). Under the regulations adopted
by the National Archives for reference service on Warren Com-
mission material (copy enclosed), which state conditions on
access to the clothing, we do not furnish to researchers
copies of photographs of the clothing taken by the National
Archives. We would be pleased to show these photographs to
you in the National Archives and to furnish you photographs
of the clothing among the records of the Commission.

Copies of relevant records concerning these photographs and
your lawsuit in the possession of the National Archives will
be furnished *to you as soon as they can be prepared. Related
:%nt);ra(.-a).gency memorandums are denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 552
b) (5).

Any and all records relating to any and all withholdings from
you or anyone else of medica.l/autapsy records including your
requests of 1966 relating to the scientific (spectrographic
analysis) tests.

Copies of our correspondence with you relating to withholdings
from you of medical/autopsy records, including your requests

of 1966 relating to the scientific tests, will be furnished to
you as soon as possible. Related intra-agency memoranda are
denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (5)« Our correspondence
with other researchers is denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)
(6), "personnel and medical files and similar files the dis-
closure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion

" of personal privacy.”

If you will identify the "correspondence on this (medical/autopsy
material) going back to the earliest days of the investigation
that have not been provided to me in response to my earliest
requests,” we shall be pleased to receive your request for that
correspondence .

Any and all records "having to do with the destruction of any
and all evidence, whether or not by accident. I mean this to
include any inguiry into or investigation of how the tie came



to be unknotted after it was officially entered into evidence
and any and all records of any and all complaints about the
disappearances of records and evidence, including those made by
me and any effort thereafter or at any time made to replace what
could be replaced from other sources. I mean this also to be

’ inclusive and to include in particular those records that were
not provided me beginning with my first request for their replace-
ment in 1966." ‘

R Copies of the relevant records in our operating files will be
furnished to you as soon as possible. Relevant files of the
Warren Commission will be made available to you in our Central
Research Room for you to review and to flag documents you want
copied for you. Our correspondence with other researchers is
denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (6).

4. All records "relating in any way to the release or withholding
of all records in this particular archive or relating in any way
to it."

Copies of these records will be furnished to you as soon as
possible. The following material is denied to you:

a. Related intra-agency memoranda; denied under 5 U.S.C. 552

() (5).

b. Our correspondence with other researchers; denled under
5 UsS.Ce 552 (b) (6).

c. The deleted information in the letter from Lawrence R.
Houston (CIA) to James B. Rhoads dated December 22, 1972;
denied under 5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (1), matters "(A) specifically
authorized under criteria established by an Executive order
to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or
foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified
pursuant to such Executive order.”

d. A letter of May 20, 1975, from Charles E, Savige for
Robert Young (CIA) to James B. Rhoads; denied to you under
5 U.S.Co 552 (b) (1).




You have the right to file an administrative appeal of the denials to
You in this letter. Such an appeal should be plainly marked "Freedom
of Information Appeal” and addressed to the Director of Information,
General Services Administration, Washington, DC 20405.

¢ Additional funds will probably be needed soon to meet the cost of your
continuing orders for copies of records.

Sincerely,

AMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

Enclosures
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Honerable Lawson E. Hoott, Jt
P-4 £ o ol = »
aczinistrator of Ganeral S

Washlagteon, U. C.
Dear Mr. Kaott:

The fgmilo ol tho late President John 7. Kemmedy
arzs the comcern of the Covaroment of the Unired Stataes
b < the late Praeszident which
ac ovidemne by the President’'s Commission

instion of President Kemmedy, a5 wall acs
oaterials rslating to the assassination,
ited, safeguavded and preserved in cha

the Unitcd 3tateos as materials of historical
importance. The {amily desires to pravent the undigmifiad

or zensational wie oI these matevials (such as public dis-
pie ) or aar otber use which would tend in amy way, to dise
honor the pomery of the late President or cause ummecessary
cmial sifervins to the members of iz family and those
2BLOC < with fim. ¥e koow the Ooverment re-

-

Accordimgly, porsusnt to the provisions of 44 Y.5.C.
357(e){1), the exzcutors of the estate of the lats Presi-
dent Johm 7. Keunady hereb: tranefsr to the Adninistrator
of Cemeral Services, acting for and om behalf of the
daited States of America, for deposit in tha Natiomal
Archives of the United States, all of their zizht, title,
anc imrerest in all of the persomal clothing of tha late
Yrecident nowv in Zhe session of the United States
Zovermment and ident xd in Appendiz A, and in certain
z~zave and photairanns commected with the actopsy of the




late President referred to in Appendix ¥, and the Ad-
ninistrator accepts the zgme, for and in tha name of the
“aited States, for deposit in the Bational Archives of
ths Uaited States, subject to the followina restrictions,
‘which shall contimie in effect during the lires of the
latas President’s widow, daughter, eon, psxemts, brothars
and sisters, or 3uoy of them:

i 8

(1) Hone of the materials identified in Appendix A
(‘the Appendix A materials™) shall be placed onm public
display.

(2} Access to the Appendix A materials shall be
peroitted only to:

{(a) Any pavson authorized to act for & com
aittee of the Congress, for a Presidential committee
or commission, or for any other official agemcy of
the United States Covermment, having authority to
investigate matters relating to the death of the
late President, for purposes within the investi-
gative jurisdiction of such ccmmittec, commission
or azency.

{b) Any sericus scholar or investigator of
matters relating to the death of the late President,
for purposas relevast to his study thereof. The
Administrator shwlil have full authority to deny
reqquests for gceesz, or to impose conditions he
deems appropridta on access, in order to prevent
undignified or scnaational veproduction of the
Appendix A materiaels. The Admainistrator may seek
tha advice of The Attorme; Gemarel or any person
designated by the Attormey Gemeral with respect to
the Administrator’'s responsibilities under this
paragraph I{(2)(b).

-2




I1

(1) Kone of the materials referred to in Appendix
,8 ("the Appendix I materials’) shall be placed om puablic
display.

(2) Access to the Appendix B materials shall be
permitted only to: /

(a) 4ny pevrson authorized to act for & com~
mittee of the Congress, for a Presidential committee
or commission, or for any other official agency of
the United States Government, having authority to
investigate matters relating to the death of the
late President, for purposes within the investi-
gative jurisdiction of such committee, commission
or agency.

(b) Aay recognized expert in the field of
pathology or related areas of science or tecimology,
for sericus purposes relevant to the investizatiom
of matters releting to the death of the late Pregi-
dent; provided, however, that no access to the
Appendix © materials pursuant to this paragraph
II(2) (b} shall be autiorized until fire years
after the date of this agreement except with the
consent oi the Kennedy fawmll: representative desig-
nated pursuant to paragraph IV(2). For the purposes
of this paragraph, the determination of whether such
an expert ras suitable qualifications and serious
purposes sihall be made by the Kemmedy family repre-
sentative. HNo accass shall be authorized pursuant
to this paragraph II(2)(b) during the lives of the
individuals referred to in the second paragraph of
this agreement for any purpose involving reproduction
or publication of tha Appendix B materials without
the consent of tne Kemmedy family representative,
who snall have full authority to deny requests for

3=



accoss, or to impose conditions he deems appropriate
on access, in orxder to prevent such usa of the
Appendix B materiale.

111

(1) 1In oréer to preserve the Appendliz A materials
and the Appendix B materials against possible damage, the
Administrator is mithorized to photogrsph or otharwise
raproduce sy of such materials for puzrposes of exami-
nation in lieu of the originals by persons authorized
to(!;)ave access pursuant to paragraph 1(2) or paragraph
112} . .

(2) The Administrator may comiition access under
paxagraph 1(2) (v) or pevagraph II(2) (V) to any of the
matsrials transferred hersunder, or any reproductiom
thersof, upon agreement to comply with applicable re-
strictions specified in this agresmsut.

jay

(1) The Adminigtrator shall be antitled to consult
with the Eemmedr family representative designated pursuant
to paragraph I¥{2), and to relr upon such repregenteative’s
seatements in wriring as repraseating the views of the
Zexmedy family, in comnection with the construction or
application of this greement in a narticular case.

{(2) The Remnedy family represen va for the
surposes of this agreemeat shall be HLLE MALSHALL,
A successor representative of the RKemnedy fanily may be
designated in writing to the Administrator from time to
time by Mrs. John F. Reunedy. In the eveat of the death
or atsability of Mrs. Joum T. Kemmedy, any successor shagll
be desisnated by Robert F. Remmedy. In the event of the
death or digebility of both Mrs. John F. Kemnedy and

b
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Robert F. Kemnedy, say such designation shall be made

by Edward M. Kemmedy. In the event of the death or
disability of all tﬁree of them, any such designation
shall be made br any adult child of the late President
John F. Kenmedy or by any of the late President's sisters,
with the advice of other members of the family. Any
representative designated pereunder will serve until a
sugcesser i3 designated,

v

Tnils agreemznt may be amended, modified, or termi-
nated only by yrittea consent of the Administrator and
the RKennedy family representative designated pursuant to
paragraph IV(2).

Vi

The Administrator shall impose such other restrictioms
on access to and inspection of the materials transferred
hereunder, and take such further actions as he deems
necessary amnd appropriarte (iacluding referral to the
Department of Justice for appropriate legal actilom), to
fulfill the objectives of tinis agreement and his statutory
xesponsibility under the Federal Property and Administrative
Sarvices Act of 194%, as amended, to provide for the
preservatien, arrangement and use of materisls tramsferred
to bis custody for archival administration.

VII

All daties, obligations and discretions herein con-
fexred upon the Administrator shall inmure to each holder
of the office of Administrator of CGenesral Services from
time to time, and to sy official of the United States
Govermeent who may become successor to the functions of
archival administration vested in the administrator imder

-5



' the Federal Property and Administrative Sexvices Act of

1949, az amended. A1l such duties, cbsiuatizms g dis-
emtims may be dslszated to the Archi:i.st of the United
statesz, or to eny successor to his functions of archival
administration.

Pleasa imdicata vour acceptanchk ona behalf of the
United States of America by ezscuting the asceptance

ciause below.
s‘v }-: s : \

v

Burke HMarehall, on behalf
of the Executors of the
Sstate of Joha F. Remedy

Qmm N 7@/

Unided States of &:!@.rlca
b, Lawson B. Kmtt, Jr.
Aduinistrator of Genexal ;erv-ces

VT~



APPENDIX A

Clothing and perscnal effects of the late President,
identified by the following exhibit numberse relating
to the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy:

Commission Exhibit Nos. 393, 394, 395.

FBI Exhibit Nos. €26, €27,'C28, C30, €33, C34,
€35, C36.

APPENDIX B

1, Envelope; numbered 1 to 18 contalning black and white
negatives of photographs taken at time of autopsy

2. 7 envelopes containing 4 x 3 negatives of autopsy
material

3. 5 emnvelopes containing 4 x 5 exposed film containing
no image

4. 1 roll of exposed film from a color cemera entirely
black with no image apparent

5. Eavelope containing 8 X-ray negatives 14" x 17"; 6 X-ray
negatives 10" x 12'"; 12 black and white prints 11" x 14%;
17 black and white prints 14" x 17"; all negatives and
prints pertaining to X-rays that were taken at the autopsy

6. 36 8" x 10" black and white prints - autopsy photos
37 3 1/2" x 4 1/2": black and white prints - autopsy photos
27 color positfw¥g trensparencies 4" x 5"
: #® of color film

e R

7. 27 4" x 5" color négatives of autopsy photographs
55 8" x 10" color prints of autopsy photographs
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1. Documents (paper records) will bne Turaished to researchers in the

ressarch rooms Of the Nasticral Archives Building. Items op rarticular

vaive or fragility =y, at the Arenivissry diScretion, be Photocopied ang

the copnles furnished to Tesearchers in liey of the originals, Coples will

be furnished on Tequest for the ysysl fees, Copyrighted mAterial will be

recroduced for Te32arch only after recelpt of g release fronm the copyright
el

TOphS will be furnished %o reskarchers in tne research roops
of the National Archivaesg Building, When negatives ars prepared incident to
filling g reguest for coples, the negatives will be retained, Copies will be
furnished opn request for the usual fees, Copyrighted materials w11l te re-
broducad for resaarchers only aftar Tecelpt of a release frop the Copyright
holder,

3. Motion victure Pilme and aound recordings will pe mede available to

rasz appromriate equipment in tra National Azchives Building,

Use copies will ke Prepared and the original materials withheld from norpal
reference use as a protective Z2AsSure. Conles #ill be furnisheq on reguest
Tor the usual fees, Copyrightad materials yiyy te reproduceg for researchaerg
only after Teceipt of a relsssa fron the copyright holder, .

k. Oversiza cherts, graghs, dlagrams, and other 2e2ns of two-dimensiona]

3 1, 1, 1,
Sresentation will bea furnished %o Tesearchers in the Tesearch rooms of tne
Kational Archives Building. ‘Copies will be furnished on reguest for the
usus) feag, Copyrightag materials op items incorporating copyrighted
materials wily be reproduceq for ressarchers cnly after Tecelpt of a releasa
from the copyright holder, . -

5. Three-dimensional objects and raterials that have been subjected to
techniques of detailed scientific exaninetion (the aforestatagd Provisions
notvithstanding) i1l be withheld from Tesearchers as a meang of protecting
them from possible phvaical damaga orp alteration and in order o presere

their evidentiary integrity in the event of any fuzther official investiga-

“tlon of the assassivation of President Jonp . Kennedy. fhe Archivist
.. TEGerves the right to limit the number of £ach items that mey be shown to a
__Yesearcher within = given period of tre, as 1t wi1g be necessary for a

member of the gtape of the National Archives %0 be present at ell times
during the vieving of sneh items, Researchers ¥ill not bve Permitied to viey
the itens ttendad or to touch or handjs in any vay the ltems themselves,
either'manually or-with instruments, o the extant possible, photograpns or
these matopiarg Will be furnisheq to ressarchers ag 8 substitute for visyal




SXamination of the itepg thenselves, In the event that existing photographs

do not meet the 0eeds of the res2archey additiona) photographic Views wi3] be
made, 2 charge B2y te magde for Unusually AifPiens or time-:onsuming Photo-

graghy, Photographs Teproduceg from existing Peg2tives gn Prints w113 be

Turnishag on reguest for the usual fegg, The clothing of President Kbnaedy

¥ill nog be showm to Privats researchers, eXcent those Tesearcharg whosa
applicationg 1o exanine the L-rays ana photographs relating ¢, the autopsy of
Fresident ’ﬂnnedy are aporoved by the Kennedy family represeatative. Photo.
8TB1hS of the clothing will be Shown tg other brivate Te3earchersg, No copies
or'enlargezents of photographs of this clothing Prepareq py the Nztional

chivasg Will be furaished to researcherg in orger to avoig any POsSsible
violatign of the Provision op the letter agrdemant between the General
Services nistratiosp and tha Kénuedy fanily renresentative dateg Cctober 29,
19¢48 (page 2}, in Tegard to Preventing tndignifiag or Sensationa} Teproductiogy
of the clothing.

6. One photacopy or photograph of an iten of evidence will pe furnisheqg Withopt
chargs 4 Fersons presenting broof or prior ownership.

Bev. 3 Mapen 13, 1972




