GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW OF MATERIALS SUBMITTED TO

THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

1. Statutory raquirements pxohibiting disclosura should ba obsaxvad.

2. Security classifications should be respected, butthe agency
responsible for the classification should carefully re-
4

. evaluate the contents of each classified document and -

determine whether the classification can, consistently

with the national security, be eliminated or dbwngraded."

"3. Unclassified material which has not already been disclosed =

in another form should be made available -to the public . =

on a regular basils unlegs disclosure-=
(A) - Would be detrimental to the administration and
enforcement of the laws and regulations of the
‘United States and its agencies;
(B) Might reveal the identity of confidencia1 sources
of information and impede or jeopardize future
- " investigations by precluding or limiting thevuse
- ~ of the same or similar sources hereafter;
‘ (d)_ Would be a source of embarrassment to innocent
.persons, who are the subject, source, or apparent
source of the material in question, because it
contains gossip and rumor or details of a persomnal
nature having no significant connection with the

assassination of the President;



termination of that case.

Whenever one of the above reasons for nondisclosure may
appiy, your department should, in determining whether or not to 1,
authorize di;closure, weigh that reason against the overriding
policy of thé Executive Branch favoring the fullest-pqssible dis- / _
closure,, |

Unless sooner released to the public, classified and unclassi- L

. .

fied material which is not now made available to the public shall,.
as a minimum, be reviewed by the agency concerned five years and
ten years after the initial examination has been completed. The.

criteria appliedfin the initial examination, outlined above, should

-be applied to determine whether changed circumstances will permit

- further disclosure. Similar reviews should be undertaken at ten-

year intervals until all materials are opened for legitimate re-
search purposes: The Archivist of the United States will arrangei:
for such review at the appropriate time. Whenever possible pro-
vision should be made for the automatic declassification of

classified material which cannot be declassified at this time.
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