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sy dchart Le Vawtery dircctor of luforustion
Geperal Servicus adwinistration
sashington, U.Ce 20405

bpar wre Vawter,

Your Lottur of seorusry L, wiach ey guet wrrived, saye 1t ie in auswer to ¥ two
letters of Jauuury 6. fis sukes it one o the wors prompt responsess It io uot wico.wou
for six months to elupse Suiome 1 vt aviuovledgenent or response, one of tiv ijwctors
buildin . the sige or tow correspoudunce of wiich you complain. lowever, it ior notling
elae, 1 do thunk you sor wiwt 1 uust, in cvontext, recoguize ae Proupiuens, "

spdical limitations an the use 0F ome Banc, wiich will coutinue for et lesnt three
WetKs, whun 4 hove e comsul tation with .o orthopasdic sur von, preclude consultstion with
the Tile., the only way 1 cau muke aucquate responses L will th ue heve to rely on SOH0TY e
If 1 err, you will huve a proupt apolosy.

First of «ll, I wrote ioury uot o, loites ou Jauuary G, lowr 1. .ver reicrs to
comsul tatdou with your set of wy CorTuspouuance, Iou therclore huve to <uow thed these
Lave not been rully responded tos 1 tuinic th. seme is trus of rour lottere .gmin, this is
how t < volums o: the COSTEEPONULTCE (I0Ws.

JYou ol the easler ways Jor you to write whot You did is o dwve tae arclive:n begin
ite “roview" ol owr correupondetice lur Jed Witi Boe arbdtrary date ol Jvuly 24, 9571,
20- the avowinable rogord of tiwe APCLAVES, presUuably ko Bu-niey of and for acliolarsiip, hus
beon such Thet cortoin special msasurs have been ferced upon mo, Une is to wuwe o curd-iiie
index ol the corrvesponitice, withous tids there is no wey for i to luow when tney i.more
4 roquest entlroly, &s has ooen A coiuon practige. i order o as ure that tlds is a
dispuscionste index, 4+ have aad it done 160~ by anothers + fuve clso been iorced o mise
o card file inderk of ths dwoudenis I Tecvive, aud 1 have tid s arranged Loth by tue Archdves'
identifiontion ol the material =nd by my osn filing of ite «1ow these I cun tell you
without equivocntion that 1 did not ever gel those tuings 1 have just reosived. I also
tell you witnout esuivoeation thst 1 huve no lettver fron the archives coverdn.. ¢ither
alleged meilingg b rhaps .0 you get the Archives to send you sy lotter of vul: 24 this
wili b iwlpful %o you. .dic whole St iny 0L uourse, LOT BuCesLary that . c¢ovaering 1. iier
accosmpony malliigs, 1 do tell you that I have no lotter frou the archives dated oither
Awgust 10 or July 19, 19T1.

Your next parsgrpsh refers to denisls of my request for withhcld copies of the executive
sesuions, It is entively, I may suy grossly, inecequate in Lmidn: date relercnee bepn dng
June 21, 1971. Ky eurd file disclores ty Tirst sppeal is dated iay 4, 1968, worv than three
years corliers However, your r»eference to "roosit develomsents In the stute of $he Low
intrigues me bYeecause one or the subjocts of extenmive correspondence hos been gy wilorts
to obtsin precigely thip fwom the arciiven, couies of all lawe, decigdons, regulations wng
interpretation of any jciud controliin; this archive, 1 invite your Personal cxaminetion of
the file and your dendal of kY statment, 1 sloo ask for copies oi tlwt to wiieh Jou uaie
specific roference, tor 1 au npt awure of any pmendment to the law, I ol awaro ols.undocot
of regdations to cover violatisa oo the law an: regulotions when I have usie ro uosts wnd

to cover other violation: of which ¥ &= also avure anz, I buliecve, hove churged, with ut response,
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pwext you favor me with & couwplaint sbout the volume of correspondwuice, Ho that wy
resentment wnd objection uay be cleur, 1 will answer this both gonerelly and specificallys
If you intend your 1:tier to be a sclf=-sorving record to be misused in the future, as has
been the case in the past, 1 think that improper. rirst ol all, you aud all those at the
aational Arclives, zu I shoulu not huve to romind you, work: ior me, not the couverses 1 pay
your salxraies, not the converse, You owe obligations to all citizems, o1 whou L ai one.
If %a the function sud obligation o: the archdves to make public information availeble on
an im artisl besis and in conformity with law and reogulutions. how, when they with dipe-
graceful frequency requiraias long as six month to respond to requests, how can the file
of correspondence bLe other then lurge, how can my work be other than necdleacly burcensome,
and how can you regard tlis as coupliance with any standurd of public service or with the
spirit or the letter of the lews and regulations? You will find in this correspondence
letters fro. me gpecifying the dutes of unanswered reyuests wud the lapses of times 1 uscure
you six months is not uncomson, sgain, I welcome & documented denisl or, on tuc other
und, a challengs to me to prove this when it is within my physical capubilitye. snd in
this comuection, let me remind you ol ons of my unuswered reguests, for the time within
requests and inguiries sre to be rusponded to. 1 have ssied end 1 have had no answurs Hy
request was sufliciuntly far iu the past for this to wwmount to a refusal to sup.y timt
informations I go further and say this intormation is wy right as it is thal of ell citigens,

How 1 will give you some specific illustrations of why aue how tihds filc got so large,
ansg begin with an uwnanswered request for an explanation thet 1s at least threc years old. Un
the day the trausfer of certain meterisls, fnclucing .hat is and what is uot peart oif the
estate of the late Presddent, wes amounced, I wppoesred iu person in the ofiice of the
Archivist to request access to all of it and to the contract by wnich th: trancfer was uade,

I wag denied it, wou il wes swy ented that I write a letier requesting access to purt oi it
for forwarding to lr. Durke larshall. You wil: fimd, ii not the Archivists notes, lotters
confirmin; this. ‘hat request wuas denied by ire sarshall and I was informed of it by the
srchivist, Later, under the mout dubious circumstunces, the arehives arranged for o propa—
gande micuse of tld coutract in what was deliberately conirived as & lesk to a reporter

shose prodisposition to faver the government in this anc relsted msiters was well iuoun, as
was h.u lack of kuowledge of tho subject. Under the reguiation, 1 wes required fo luve equal
ascess, howcve:r. you willi find a coveriny 1l tter with which I was sunt & co,y oi this contract,
G 1 ( 2 yante engled and emphnsimed in & way congenial to oflicial

de aims. 1he mu.mna givon me for refusing it to we are thut it would result iu sensational
and undi; mified publicity. These reusons are not subject to chunge. They are true or they

are untrue, If they were true for we they were true for vveryone. tThe reason is & lie, mnd

i mnee no words is saying it. I chullenge you to show me any legitimste resson under the

law for deunyin. that contract to me. loreover, it is obvious that the most sensationsd
treatment is in newspapers, not bovks, for in novspepers there is ucver space for adequate
treamsent of such matierse The fact is that the resultent newspuper treatment wgs senaktional,
but the nature of the sensetion was the objoet o the governuent, I {hdik you will tind thisz
the cuuse of my longezt l.tters, if not the subject of more correspondunce il auythitg else.
and 1 ptill, after all thie time, awwit a feesoouble explanation or auswers

Another that comes to wind im ediately is ny requeuat for what is eslied the wewo of
tranefer. Undor the ame jcan iadl v, Gulick decision, as you must kiow, once ilds wes used
in agy woay by th government, ac it waz in the so—-celled Clurk <enel Heport, .hst.ver impume
ity it vay have enjoyed uudcr tie law ended. It took mu inordinate time to tell te what I
catejorize as a liw, thai tlds is & "privates paper“.Were it, that woulc have beun known lm-
mediatcly. The file on this also io todck, sno espuciully becamuse of your unbecowing lecture
4 invite your personal rading of it. In fact, I dare it. How whon this cheap trick was
pullel on me, L aveided direct confrontation with thwt whiclhi could save resultes in cheap
publicity wnu asied for the governmant's copy ol this allegeu transier o tle sllcged rep—
regentative of the heunedy family (and I use these words because - belicve tiv ofiicial
represimtation to be inaccurate). I wes dended in on the saue spurious growil, o, L went
to whnt the law rogurds as the agency of primary interest, the Secret uervice, sud asked 1t
for a copy. 1t guve it to ze, routing it through the ilatiounal srchives, which nuver told me.
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1 mmew Lecausc the seeret Lerviee dia to11 me, and it told we at the tamo. I wedited a long

time and then asited the archives why I did not have ite 1 was told taut ite gener 1 counsel

was coumdderin; whether to let xc heve it, how tids is an impropriety. The law cloarly vests

the decision i: the ageacy of prim.ry concern, The Secret Service was slgnetory to that wemo.

4nc wll vights, if they ever existed, to withhold, veporized on use-public use, elthoush under

the docision guy use i sufficient to end the right to withholds Of courme, I could have .
gon. to court. But the consequences of tlds would not heve been to my ldiding, if 1 thouk i
they were the deliberate intent of the fuvernment, or someone in high authority in it. It

woule Tirst of all jwve resulted in a defamation of the Secret Serviee, wideh weu guiltlous,
and pernsps by inference of those brave men in the escort that tragic day, who han already
been defamed tou mach - never at all by we, Hext it would have felsely made it appear that

the family of the Vresident was rospenaible for the aup ressions. This woule have been an
awful sdded sutiering for thom, and I would uot perdt nyself to be mudpuleted into thds
position, 1t is as miserable a maneuver on the part of any gov.rmment as I ean conceive. liow=
every il you huve any doubt, 1 invite you to consult the files. You wdili see that 1 did exhoust
my ausinistrative romedies as the necessary prerequisitc to oult but éid not ile what would
have been a very siuple suit with a virtuully autoustic decimion in oy favor bccuuac,LI cume

to roalise whut the povermuent was contriving, wami 1 wil: be party to no such thing, * have,
instoad, electud, as the record wili show, to forgo my undoubted ri ht, When I went back

to thu Jeeret Jerviee, agsinst which I could have filed, and told those with whom I was
dealing what had happemed wnd that 10 I were to get thie peper to which I am antitled, they
would have to give it to me or I would heve to Bu@, wiich mcans do it all in publie, they i
cougulted the itiorney Genersl, wio told them to tell me to sues This makes it elour cnough
for nes The Department of Justice, il would spuear, is not at w1l reluctant to ucalte it appear,

20 matter how falsely, that the sup ressions of ovidence pertinentk to the sssassinetion of

the rresicent are the doing of his survivors, a frightful defamation as it is a f&leehood,

Ar: you buglnning to sec hion the file grew:

Let e give you snodh r illustretion, in a cuse where I did go to court, i sowint
pictures of the evidentiary parts of the rresddent's clothinge Ky requests, to your personal
imovledge, were gpecifie and limited to the very emell aroas of dmuape, in some cases for
pictures of as litile ss & hulf-inch of a goruente First of all, I wae lied to. nly after :
the end of the last woriding day before my pupers were due in court was the lie udnd tted, aftor §
all my pupars had_been preparcd and when 1t was too lete to change them. Next, the srchivist i
coir itted what I huve charged without even 2R Iogmua dendel is perjury to deny we tids ofticial i
ovidonce, an 1t 15 uot only in fact by by spucific description in the contract., ic tole the k
court thut the contract prohibited hig showing this clotixng to anyone, in addition to his
fulse swoaring, What éid he then do? Me Joluntarily showed it to & man who is as litile
guelified under this same contract as a lotentot who is unaware of the invention of puper,

& man whose preconceptions wers woll kmow, whose statemonts could be predicied with the certainty
That one can forecast the rialng of the sun. bxamine the il spd tell yourself, ir not nme,

Wit percentage of the bulk this representg.snd my second charpe of runewedl verjury is without
Tesponace Low 1t is obvious that one of us has contdttied a crise, he who sworc fulsely or

he who in slleging it slendered. L have only ofiicisl silence on thdu, widch iz adeguate answor,
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Shoul. these not be enough exsmples of why the filex of correspond.nee is as large as
it is, please compluin agedn und I willi provide an abundsance of similar 1liuctrations, “he
rest of the statements in this paragraph er. goli-pe:rving falschoods to wiich there is inherent
responne in the loregoing, :

lour exaggerate in saylog that the arcuiven stafl’ has "often gone beyond normal limita®

in {illing ny requests, but it is true timt when 1 firet suartod o use the irchives the staff
woa helpful and fol:owed ithe lotier wns the spirit of the reguwlations. Changes cwae when 1
begun to locste in thaet literary morass thut whiich the executive branch did not want used

and understond, ot thut tine, when othors, souldng to com crainlize cheap publicity, mave

what were then fulse clinrges wsaiuat the archiivig, I olon: sefended ity ae ivs record them
Justified, und 1 did tlis on Goast~to-coast V. You uay 10t jnow ity bui 1 also euded & phoney
petition campuign aimed st $he irchives when soueone cought to sell a book Uy thei device.lhe
change was in the srchives, got in e, I owe it no obligntion, but I felt that Jusdoe reguired
thiz of e, copeaially on such a subjecte Fuimes: to oih r rostuarchers, your words, ie not in
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way or senso a fector, ihey arc your inap ropriate wordse I have not asked the .rcidvos to
do wy resvarch for me, The archives dic thelom insion's filing during the vomdission's life.
It is supposed to have & copy ol every document on over purson in a separate file. if you .
do not tond your own vinyards, do not charge we with rapes sor is maipower & fuctor, when 1
protested inacequate, part-time staliing of this srchive, tihe archivist persenplly ascured
me there was no manpower shortage, So, unless he lied, or unless tie govormment 1s niggardly,
in even the sense you use these words they are false snd endlrely iluaporopriates kore, when
Jocuments have disappeared, the irciives hos without deviation refused to requesti coples
frow those agencles that can sup ly them, notoriously the i8I, and th. simpleat end zioat
obvious way to reduce the sise of the correspondunce is to mRswor ny reguests prompily wud

to Fill thew when they erc made. When thio is not done, expect me to try and hold you to
your responsibilities, snd to the degrec I cun keep thom in minc, to repeat ny requests
untdl they ar filled, .nd there is & siwplc method of sbpiding .hat you may regarc &s
intemperate or pascionste 1o ters frow we, aud thet is not to lle to me, not to pluay the
Lind of dirty tricks I hsve not begin to documcnt to the degres 1 can, and not to maie |
filse charges agudnst me, for 1 wil' meike a writien defense if only to keep you from creating
& fakse record, nother way woilc bu to cease the political misuse of thio arciive. in no
other case can it Le as inep ropriate. I rugrot I do mot believe you wil. and I mgret 1 em
aware of further pending insppropriztencss. ,

Phig leads to your concluding pars.raph. Une false stgtement in it L have already
addressed, that "conceridng the clothing of President i-ﬂmi@dy-.-nﬁ-ﬂm“o.-il besedo. tho
terms of the caretment..." in adeition to whet 1 hove seid on thda, 1 pdid that in reoponse
to my lotier of Jauuary ¢, 1972, Wt only sfier vielation, that huving beea cowsdtied on
January T, your regulstions wers wltered in an ex post £ cto effort to sanction thw violation.
This is the second time of which 1 know that the regulutions were altered to sunction or
pretend to sanction violations. Hy recollection is thet the previous onc was last July. In
yvour next centence you refer to "gualified person", 1 bulicwe I have assked how under the
agrevment & urologist ean qualify for access. L would appreciute an esgwcr, for obvipuzly,
what you regard ss qualificstion is espentisl. by own view iu that if e urologist is
qualificd, nobody can be disgualified, but thet is uot the sense oF tle contrect, wi ther
or not itk legality is yuestioned. 1 do guestion it,.

You then refer to "apurovel” by kr, tarshall wul refer to kim not quite precisely as
“the hennedy Twdly repregentative”, e ig, rather, the representative of the executors of
the sgtate. The two are not iduntical. Your "error" in cousistent with political intent.
However, 1 had what amounts to the apyroval of Mr, lershell in tvo lutters when 1 sought
access to the clotling in o way thot pormitted atudy end analysis by a criuinslist of ny
choice and pertitted my own exewination of it in cosparieson with other evidence in oy
ponessione The archivist refused it, to the point of violatin; existing repulations and
compuunding: tidis with repetitive porjury. What purpose, then, 1. served by obtalnin .
Marshall's aproval, except politicel wisuse by ihe government? Lspecilally when there is
nothing to stop vhe archivist from doing what ne then wide Ffirst he withholo frow me the
relevant regulations, When I oblainer them frow enother source and asked unother fo obtain
a copy for me Irow the archives, he was told thuy do not exist. Then, when I exposcd the
overt violation of these regulstions in refusing me wiat 1 requested, the regulations were
promptly altered to mace then consistent with the vielation. i do Leve detel copies. wWhatd
happened here is Loth ineredille o Bo and & reflection of the ofllelnl unconcern and wttitude.

I was asked if the .rohives had corructly guessed my source! By when I requested all regulations

in weditin , thds, the one most up.licable, was withheld, as I can prove,

1t iz not ondy you wiw the Archivist informed that 1 might apoly to bave a patholoiot
or other "qualitied" erson exaudne this materisl o1 me. se also indformed we of it. 1 did
not dignify thi trensperent propeienda deviece and ¢lear violation of the spirit and intent
of the ayaeument with any rosponse. It in any event is not what 1 requosteds There zre things
1 do act know about pathology, radiology ol photegrpphy, but there is wobody in the world
of wiom 1 Imow, possessed or auy or &ll these akdlls, who has a lmowledge of &1l of the
ovidence, oot pertlicularly the nediesl evidence, egual to mine. Theru is therefors nobody
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equpped to uske the only ldnd of piudy I am dnterented in, oue An context.1f you disputc

cy represcntation of my credentisls, 1 welcome any confrontation in iy forum ol sour selecticn

¥ith thoso already designuted as "experts" by the governuent, including the esdnent teucher
ol Torcngic patholosy, Lr, :ussell Fisher, I will not be puarty to what 1 regurd as propagsnda
on such a subject and with the pétential unavoidable in this. kor will I in wmny wey lond
mysel! to any further deceptions or misrepresentations on thdz subject such as those the
cowernnent has slresdy oontrived. I know of no provision of the contract widch says that a
writer may use & substitute in obtaining mecess to tids neterdial, If there is onc which
saye tids, please cite it fo mes L thore is any unpublished letier sauctioning this on
behelf of the estate, I vould apireciate a copye. 4his is a cheap device concocted for

cheap publicity. It is inconsistent with cvery provision ol thai agrecucnt you protend {o
honore If 1 err or exa yserate, I will welcomc citation of gny provision visuslizing this
newest Ln the weanding shameful executive=branch msnipulations to mske it sccu that the
ferdly of the President is rosponsdble for the sup.ressione of evidenc. tlat are fuct.

You b alresdy violstu: I(2)(b) with me and By requests, :nd you are now doin;
exactly what 1 enticipated, violsting IL(2){b), Thio lungusge is, in @y readiiy,, specific
enpugh in denying any acvess to, soy, Dewspaper reporters. It roads: "iccess to the appendix
% materinls shall bo persittod gnly | emphasis adied] toes.iny recognizsed expert in she
field of pathology or related areas of science or technology, for serious purposes rolatikng
to the inveetigation of muttors relating to the death of the lute fresidont...” If you know
a gincle nowspuper reporter who has even begun to make thie kind of "serlous" perscnal
investigation, plcase inform me, Phis langusge secms to me to be desdgned to preclude what
you are now Going ol avove all would it seum to nreclude any ucwspaper access, by wmtever
ruse of you r manufacture, I do not thinik you cuu hold the agreument to be lepgel and binding
snd simultaneously snd ropeatedly violate it to contrive:ssccess to propagundists aud
scientific nincompoops.

Iu oy cvent, y ur ofler, lilc Ur. Kbonds' bevore it, is noi thw requost 1 rade.

I tell you fronkly that I csasot find Lingusge adequate to condomm cnouch that widceh
has becn done and is still being cooked up to add to the suriering of ile survivors wd to
moke it eppear that they ar. respousible for the suppreseion of cvidince that was exclusively
a federsl responsibility. You must be aware - and if you are not L remind you — that long
gso 1 went throwsh the proces: of exlisusting ny adminictirative recedies in & manner thot y ¥
felt oould svpid so stigmatizing the survivors and onc who has not surviveds I have not
carried this further, as I will if the situation chunges, simply becsuse I fewred that,
unsble to afiord skilied counsel, the governaent wight exploit me for this despleuble end.

Uver und above all o tids, which is wore than euougil, vhere reueins the question of
authnticity sod completeness of this snd other relevant evid.nee, & subject on wideh 1 huve
a well=fized pnc well-conlirmed opinion, Wliat Ur. Lettimer said on one point, if' true, means
thet this cotorisl is not authentic. ©his has nothing to do with his incredible stategent
that the pletures snd A-rays show who Iired what shots anu with whate (And you recogndsed
him as a Yqualified" expert?)

“n other respects, I buldleve your letier violetes the language of The 4tiomey Gcneral's
vemorandus I cited in oy letter relating to "buresucratic” obstuclus.

leanwhile, 1 can look rorwerd to nothing beitter then the next shame you will infliet
upon the couatry anu tne uext wbuse ol the versuved.

Sinceroly,

Harold velsberg
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