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“Te vURUS Mo WiBubis, archivist
T Hatlongd arclives,
dashdngton, ele 20408

Dear Ur. dhosdas,

slthouch lirdted in tho uge of ou0 hend by an secddent, i make imcediate recponse to
your istter of 1/21, which ¢i not reach me until todaye i cumwt conveniently uso wmy £ilus,
80 1 wili o forced to depand upou recclleciion in saying that i believe i referved.to sore
than "the exasdnation by dr. jolm k. lattimer of the smaterials treagferrode..” o witleh
yon zake RO Iesponse.

with uy steading requeet for 212 rogulations, atc., a subject of sowpe and to pe
asatialactory correspondence, snd with you pre-sxisting reguwlations, i beliewe Yo
were required to seud no the new regulations on “varren ocomdsaion items of evidiuce®
88 BoOR a8 prozulgated, not throe weoks later, and you did not, t.is, too, souus to be
& disorisinatory and consistent praotise,

there seens %o me to be & Gouflict bedveer §5 of thig 1/2/12 revision snd the alieged
contract in that an this revision regds it broadens acces: to the fils and other saterisls
covered in the contract to lnolude "resourchers” and i not Meited w0 pethologlsts and
those in related flalds off suisuce and tochnology. parexthotically, i thdaw wot for tue
Tirst time, i ask now thig cun include urology.

&9 1L recall the correspondencs, of whieh 1 provided you copies if ur. marshall did
not, 1 had what sacunts to Mg ap.rovel prior to ay suls fop pleturen 68 the Lo thing,
you Shen gwore that this oontract p robdbised the showing of tids clothing %o anyoue.
this would seem te inelude dr, lattimer. now you have aguin revised the cegulation Jou would
ot and ddd not provide ne prior to this sult and withheld Zron the court animay that
ﬁm&oﬁmmbﬁmﬁwﬁww conditions will heaiwmtommchgm, the word
you use, it inoludes me. 1 have rmised the unanewered question of false swaaring, sguin
not for the Iirst time and again without IBpOnGe, ,

enother and in each case to cover an officlal violation or in preparation for nzoxre
official propagmnds, not for reagons of sunulne scholarship., if 1 do not Tforeonzt to you
5y belief acout the reason for this newest revimlon, i do soc the ofiiedal wsx;lanation,
the ueed for it other than enabling ispropriety,atd why et tiia rother remerkable time,
more thon six years after you recelved tide materisl and more thun five years after the
sdondng of the alieged contract, :

Lu any evant, i tellave ihe letters from ur. mershall to ze do suthor.se sccess to
the clothdang, the ofiicial exhibits rather than &1l of it, and that 1F vou do not unow
provide it prompRly it will be your refusal, not:his, . would 1ike tiis to be a8 soon
a8 posaible, end i woudd ap xeuiste proupt responses to thoma thdng® to whiok you have
80t responded. 1 would alse iike to know 1F this change in tie regulations rogarding the
elotidng have soythins to do with dre lattlmur's iziown interest in ihe ace bahdunge and the
brace. the codnoidaence of thip change and bis emclusive snd iuproper ucoesa is emerksnble,

sincercly,
harold weisberg
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January 21, 1972

'Mr. Harold Weisberg

Coq 4'0r Press

Route 8

Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr., Weisberg:
This is in reply to your letter of January 6, 1972.

I assume that your letter refers to the examination by Dr. John K.
Lattimer of the materials transferred to the General Services
Administration under the letter agreement of October 29, 1966,
between the Administrator of General Services and the Kennedy family
representative, Mr. Burke Marshall. That examination took place on
January T, 1972. Dr. Lattimer's application to examine the autopsy
X-rays and photographs had previously been approved by Mr. Marshall.
We also showed President Kennedy's clothing to Dr. Lattimer because
of the approval of his application to examine the autopsy material.

Enclosed is a copy of the regulations relating to the Warren Commis-
sion material, which we have revised to provide for showing the
clothing to researchers whose applications to examine the autopsy
material are approved by the Kennedy family representative.

If you will select a pathologist or any other qualified person and
secure the approval of his application by the Kennedy family repre-
sentative, we shall be pleased to show the autopsy material and the
clothing to him. The "memorandum of transfer" was not made availeble
to Dr. Lattimer, nor were any copies of National Archives photographs
of the clothing sold to him. ‘

Sincerely,

AMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

Enclosure

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds



" Regulations for Reference Scrvice on
Worren Commission Tiems of Jividence
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1. Documents (vuver rccords )will be furnished to researchers in the
rescarch rooms oi the Hational Archives Duilding. Items of particular
value or fragility may, at the Archivist's discrcetion, be photocopied and
the copics furniched to reseavchers in lieuw of the originals. Copiecs will
be furnicshed ca reguest for the usual fees. Copyrighted material will be
reproduced for research only aftex rcceipt of a rclease Lrom the copyright

holder, . e

.. Still vhotorraphs will be furnished to researchers in the research rooms
of the Haticnasl Arcliives Bullding. When nepaliveg sre nrepared incident to
£illing a request for copies, the negatives will be retained. Copies will.be
Turnishicd on request for the vsuval Lecs. Copyrighted materials will be re-

produced for rescarchers only after receipt of a release from the copyright
holder. . -

3. Molion picturc films and sound recordines will be made available to
resecarchers on approvriate equivment in the National Archives Building.

Use coples will be prepared and the original materials withheld from normal
reference use as a protective measure. Copies will be furnished on request
for the usual fees. Copyrignted moterials will be reproduvced for yesearchers
only after receipt of a rclease Lrom the copyright holder.

L. Oversize charts, grovhs, disgroms, and otlier means of two-dimensional
presentation will be furnished to researchers in the rescarch rocms of the

National Archives Building. Copies will be furnished on request for the
wsual fees. Covyrighted materiels or items incorporating copyrighted
meterials will be reproduced for vesesrchers only after receipt of a release
from the copyright holder. .

5. Three-dimensional objects and materials that have been subjected to
techniques of detailed scientific examination {the aforestated provisions
notwithstanding) will be withheld from researchers as a means of protecting
them from possible physical damege or alteration and in order to preserve
their evidentiary integrity in the event of any {urther official investiga-
tion of the assassination oi' President John ¥, Kennedy., The National Archives
will prepare special cases of varying sizes, constructed in part or entirely
of trenslucent materials, in which objccts cor materials that do not present
unusual problems of size or shape may be viewed by rescarchers. The Archivist
reserves the right to limit the number of such items that may be shown to a
researcher within a given period of time, as il will be necessary for a member
of the staff of the National Archives to be present at all times during the
viewing of such items. Researchers will nol be permitted to view the incased
items unattended or to touch or handle in any way the items themselves, ecither
manually or with instruments. To the extent possible, photogravhs of thes
materials will be furnished to rescarchers as a substitute for visual cxamina-
tion of the items themselves. In the cvent that existing photographs do not
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meet the needs of the researcher additional photographic views will be made,
A charge may be made for unusually difficult or time-consuming photography.
Photographs reproduced from existing negatives or prints will be furnished
on request for the usual fees. The clothing of President Kennedy will not
be shown to private researchers, except those researchers whose applica-
tions to examine the X-rays and photographs relating to the autopsy of
President Kennedy are approved by the Kennedy family representative.
Photographs of the clothing will be shown to other private researchers.

No copies or enlargements of photographs of this clothing prepared by the
National Archives will be furnished to researchers in order to avoid any
possible violation of the provision of the letter agreement between the
General Services Administration and the Kennedy family representative

dated October 29, 1966 (page 2), in regard to preventing undignified or
sensational reproduction of the clothing.

6. One photocopy or photograph of an item of evidence will be furnished
without charge to persons presenting proof of prior ownership.

Rev. 2, January 10, 1972



1/25/72

Dy, James Be itwads, archivist
The fational .archives,
Washington, D.C. 20408

Dear Dr. nhouads,

although limited in the use of one hand by an accident, i make immediate response to
your letter of 1/21. which difnot reach me until todays. i camnot conveniently use my files,
go i will be forced to depend upon fecollection in saying that 1 believe 1 referred¢to more
than "the examination by dr. john k. lattimer of the materials transferred..s" to which
you make No responses

with ny stgnding request for all regulations, etce, a subject of some and to me
unsatisfactory correspondence, and with you pre-existing regulations, i beliewe you
were required to send me the new regulations on "warren commission items of evidence"
as soon as promulgated, not three weeks later, and you did not. tiis, too, seems to be
a discriminatory and consistent practise,

there seems to me to be a conflict beweeen #5 of this 1/2/72 revision and the alleged
contract in that as this revision reads it broadens access to the film and other materials
covered in the contract to include "researchers" and is not limited to pathologists and
those in related fields of science and technology. parentheticelly, i thimk not for the
first time, i ask how this can include urology.

as i recall the correspondence, of which i provided you coples if mr. marshall did
not, i had what amounts to his approval prior to my suit for pictures afi the clothing.
you then swore that this contract p rohibited the showing of this clothing to anyone. ,
this would seem to include dr., lattimer. now you have again revised the regulation you would
not and did not provide me prior to this sult and withheld from the court am say that
the clothing cen be and under cerjain conditions will be shown to researchers, the word
you use. it includes me, i have raised the unanswered question of false swearing, again
not for the firat time and again without response.

it is becoming clear that the regulations are revised with one improvisation after
another and in each case to cover an official violation or in preparation for more
official propaganda, not for reasons of genuine scholarship., if i do not forecast to you
my belief about the reason for this newest revision, i do ask the official explanation,
the need for it other than enabling imprppriety,48d why at this rather remerkeble time,
more than six years after you received this material and more than five years after the
signing of the alleged contract,

in any event, i believe the letters from mr, marshall to me do authorize access to
the clothing, the official exhibits rather than all of i%, and that if you do not now
provide it promp§ly it will be your refusal, notihis. I would like this to be as soon
as possible, and i would appreciate prompt responses to those things to which you have
not responded. i would also like to know if this change in the regulations regarding the
clothing have anything to do with dr. lattimer's known interest in the ace bahdagze and the
brace. the coincidence of this change anl his emclusive and improper access is remarkable.

sincerely,
harold weisberg



