Grohan, Froeo, phone conversation 1/1/12

Wants bo pick my mind sbout WC Beport. T am on very short notice trying to pull myself

forother no to wminor detail and I can's recall what was sald about it. and that is, it

hed to do with President Hemnedy's brace.and his Ace bendage."

"Here'ls why L'n asking svout ive The, are fonally going to in the next few weeks, open
t> V-] 1=} ’ L

up sorme of that material to sathologists. and they are accepting requests fron pathologists
gho want to look at it."

WiAre you a pehtologist?"

"o, L'm not & vathologist, but they wili let pecople like me, not like me but they will

let people who arc not pathologists who they ®¥X% consider have a legitimate reason
coriiosion a vathologist to go and study the stuff.And they say that they don t limit

to patthologists who represent people who are, who agres with the WR. In fect, Burke Marshall,

whods in charge of tiis,for the Kemnedy fomily, assumes that anyone who wants to look into

it does not agree with the Varren Report,” .

"Ity not surs that he's really goint to act on this. *hig 1 Just what he sayselic is
regerving the right to aosprove each one on o person-to —person hasisl.But annggﬂegg%nghoq
back to this business, now that these people are going to see it, I've been calling fRmac

up and acking them what they want to sec. snd one of these doctors, onc of thelly ...one

of the things I want to see is the brace and the Ace bandage he was wearing because...that's

apparently what lept him fron falling oversAfter he wes hit the Tirst time." found no real

refs to bandage. Discussion wy ncw ovidence,

"Here's what I wonna knowe.." I say irrelevant. "Are they relevant to naything?" Wililo."

G:"That's what I thought.” We."How let me tell you why" ana taon does, ueing @y own exporince

a5 back braces to illustrate.

"gell, now here's what the doctor told me. He seid that the sce bandage was arapped

around Kernedy's crotcha..over the brace to anchor the bottom of the brace...Why uould

a person wear ail ace bandage - as I undershand it,the sce nandage was passed through his
crotech, arcund a butiock, back through the crotch, arounc the other butiock,in a pigure-8
patterns..l can see no reason for that except to anchor a corset."l explain oiher reason,

to brace what the corset can't, the bottom oi the spine, for if the corset i low enough

to do thiu he can t oite. "I s8c....dell, just imagine how tough it was walidng around wWith
an ice bondage wrapred around your, uh, through your crotch and around your...dell, now, ub,
so, what I want to get at, and I think you have virtuelly answered it, is chether or not
there wao much written about the hes bandage...\I ofier access to iy 2 to -show hovw fast

¥ aid €all over)..."At tois time I feel the same way that pou probably assume that mos

people do, snd that is that unless there ig,unlceq there is some sliwmeer ol somc.hing

that roally sticks out, skimkz looks lilce %ﬁstinks, I'n not gonna irmerse myself...What
should they (pathologists be Tookin: Forfe..{I tell that filn doesu't supsort ¥C conclusions,
from coupleted book, not to bu usedy.,,”ln what way doss it not?" I tell, I then explain
that present release will be very damaging to living and dead Kemnedys. Ho aalis "HY" and
I explain sbout contrzct "which was given 4o wou when it was denied to me and you didn't
widerstond it vhen you used it." G:"I didn't lmo. that." Offcr hin corres. on this.

"ind you will sce that you wers used, Fred, because you don't nave the kind of dstailed

Ynowledge I have...They leaked to you, on the theory,when you acked for it, that you would
go for the sensation, which is a pelfectly normal and proper tidnge" G. "So what did aioa??
I explain can be used to pin all suppression on Kemnedys. Tell of my sults and leaving

word Tor him, "but you n.ver got in touch with mes'....'When was that?" W. "A long time ago

wes"Souyou t ink the Kennedys werc bamboozled by other, i that 1t7"Ws"Absolutely." refer
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to contracte. Tell him Marshall s nenc written in ane that he didn t drafte"Gs I'1lL check

“hate. "I then offer, in contidence, to shou hin what is wrong with WR frow the Pix, A=-rayse
14 : ’ - (= H ™
8:"You say you have the pictures snd Z-rays?" Wi"H0s..1 know what tThey showeso'Offer to
show i unpublished stufiy in conflaencs, w:scribe it as "enormous anount'.el.lell, 10w,
if I'm somna talll to, un, when these people start going through'. Wi'"Lf they do." G:"Hhen
o ’ ! ’ & & -
thev do. He's so.na let them see ite"W:'liarshall has decided to et thew sec what?" G:"See
o &) . H
well, I don't :mow what. He says he has decided to..open the materials Wow, whether he is
beiny sel ctive, well, I don't kuow. Bub, ul, he, the material subjectoto that agreement,"
I explain they went to court to deny e picture clothos parte G:i'"Well, now, I donft lmou that
they're gonta let enyone have pictures talken of thamis,"I tell him "but the contract provides



that toey can't be secne..." G:'Well, let me ask you this:"I interrupt him {to zsk hin to
understand that they have gone to court to denv ne acceg: to what I'd sought. He says,

", .Well, I don't kuiow that. What I can say iz this:as I understand 1%, what they
are now doing, they ar:c letting pathologists they say, doctors, anyway, go in there and
lock at thése thi.gs. I don't they will let 'em yhotograph any of the itens, Yhat I don't
know,. But look at them, yes. How, when thesc people start going, bocsusce they arc omna
start going, what .;houlu T ask tnenm when they get through?" I say depends on who. He says,
Miell, the first onc's gonna be Dr, John Lattimer," W¥"Oh, Jesus!of Colwqbla...._hen Jou
should be familiar «ith the record that he has to defend". Apdhogist frow oeulmung. Ofler
my file, "Wothing that you're gonaoa gm, outta hinm that's gonna be anything buct propaganda.”
G:'"Uh, huhe" W:Who are the others...'He gets list, G'Latiimer is the only one who has
been given permigsion, The other three who had asked for peru Wloné and Harshall says
it has not been dermied, but it hacn & been granted or denied because »odfacn't focused him
mlncx on it yet, are Dr, Wecht, Dr. John Wichols...Forrest Chapman, ? examiner for Wayne
Younty, Hichigen." Asks me about Wecht and Nichols when I say I don't lmow Chapnan. Of Wecht
say very good. Hichols I say off record is egomaniacs Yetail on Wichols cheracter, and
big putt for Weecht, shen my fear re Vecht, and I tell him oif my efvorts to ses to 1t that
it be denied at this tine and for reasons. When I say it would be danaging to Yeddy, he
interrupts to ask "Hhy" and I say that i anyone understands it and says it destroys the
Warren Reportand I remind him of nmy offers to see wny stuli in confidence, so he can under-
stand thise. G:"Well, I'm trying to figurc out how seeing "omo thing like that in coufidence
would really, uh, help me out because it could box me in." I say this is poseible, but the
Tines can get it frow ne, comple_'te.“"" G:Well, heve's what's gonna happen: .Lad.uuldlef' gonna
sec this stufi first.l don't know when the others are. He is gouna be say that i1t supports
the conclusions,"W:"Exactly!" G:"Well, let me ask you thim: in #alking to him, tiough, how
can I sak him questions about it that might uncover his apologestic , un, podition?"%
WiMhe only way L cun do it without endangering myself is to let you have my correspbndence
with him and his caclier writings." GV, Ho, X¥84X{ what I mean is what should I ask him?"
I tell him he is asidng me to disclose the conbents of my new book. He says, "Uh, huh.”
I go 1nto history m/w.un Times., I tell him I flcl,\f to conoluew" this history, "ihat's .got
nothing to do with you personally, but you don't control the Wimes."..."G:"You kiow how these
things happen. You say they knew aboub it...". Then he says,"Well, lot me tell you what I'n
gonna do here, I'm gorna go ahead and sursue it. I'm in the dark about how intelligently
debrief someone like Dr. Lattimer after he sees this stuff becausce I don't know where
the residual flaws are, No, onc other thingk® before I quits How do you explein the four
pathologists who th: government put together on the panel a couple of years back. How
do you explain their conclusion, as I wnderstand it, that there's nothing in there inconsistent
with the Warren chort’?" I say this nct their conclusion anu explain in book. Remind him of
proceeding in Halleck's court and he should remember. Does. I tell hiwm much so vechincal that
only onc who has made deep study can understend, Bxplain agaim when he asks about bemboulzing,
that this iz what would hap.ens. :
"G, Now, let me usk you one othier tiing. When Wecht - lets say Wecht gets permission to do
this, now when he does 1%, he may really cowe ou and have something o say.W X asgk him

1

what csn C say, that it destroys W R of doesn't., What will be consequence il he seys destroys?
g% G. o answer. So I suy it will be that Lennedy familt supgressed. Tell him hiztory other
side and of chavter on it. G."iell, I think wir t I'm gonna have to do ic just welt uutil
Wecht has a 1ookeee" ...1 tell hL.llilow to reach Wecht by phonee..."If I can help you in any
way that won't nurt we, Frod ,xix w&dmmex You sec, ny problem is " d.lld I tell of printing

problems, G. "Well, listen, we'll keé¢p in touch, end, I'1l got to Wecht, thad's a good ideal"

This from Dub. ‘ong silence at endy but swmall amount tpae left.

Hext side beging in mid-sentence, aslkdng if he has any idea when L, Will see? "G". Yey,
but that...alogg the linc of your information that you don't want auyone Go Knowe.." e

geys only coincidence keyed to roctrun ¢of Congress. . "...low, .I have a feeling that Lattimer
was given the go—ahead for thiu because he is, as you say, and apologist, and you see,

his reaction wili get more public notice than Wecht, who comes later, or OtLCIS,eesBy the way,
ikezrekex the fellow from Kansas,...what position has he taken?" I tell. “"Well, look, ¥ you
know, I just, uh, ...Let"‘ leave it this, I'11 have a talk, wit: you, as X 88da, you'll, in
thi course of things, L' gonne write a niece abgafﬁf’ tﬁ.lLs, anc then we'll put out heade %o-
gether and sew \.'zhc}*e we stand then, oaky?® I tell him more he should understand about brace—
vandage, and I tell him hov braces ar wmadc.




Pxplain about straps on braces. G."So, what do you think he had the Ace bandage on for?"
Wto protect part back bruce can't protect.G"You know, L may have been reading that into
woat he said., He menbionmed © at surpose for the brace, but I don't really think he sald

it had that purpose., I think he said that's why he wanted to see the brace and see the

Ace bandage to sec if he could decide,"fAd I sald he canet iow anything about the structure
of the body, then. I tell of earlie writing. He signs off, "hank you very much for
calling, and you'll be hearing from me.”

Poss something missing at end of other side or veginning this. I phoned him bacl after
getting out my picture of brace and bandage.

Graham, 1/19/72

G..."that there are no sinister chrcumstances involving my article at all, that it's, came

out in any that it shoulnet have, 1t was just wy shortconings rather than any kind of desigh. "
I sugoest he was ueed. 8,"You said that." W."You remember, I predicted it." G. "Well, I'1l
tell vou what I didm, now, I talked to you and I tallked to a couple of others, and I tried

ny best to get them to, you and and them, L0asowarn me against anytiing to look foras I

din't want to say" W interruptes: "I told you, I saild read Latiimer's writitngs. I had it,
coue up here and get it."G" Well, I have 'em. But I didn + went to tell you or aanyone

else that he wa. going o see that msterial on Friday weBmms®  for obvious TeES0NSees

Because I.onted to hold tha for Sunday. 1t was a good story, as you saw.'W. "I beg your
pardon,I don't think it was a good storye"¢."Well, you might not-let me restate that,

from your point of view. It was a story that wwas interesting to a lot of people and got a
good play and from a newsman's point of ikew it was a good story. " W:"I hope the day will
come when you will of your own free will give me a different des cription of that story, Fred.,"
B G, "WEIZX Okay. Vell, we'll see abou: that." I tell him when he address somc of the
questions I asked you, such as how can pilctures and Z-rays show who fired the shot, then

you will begin to understande...” G."eli, 1111 tel vou what I!g_xl goon do. L've

\ e . L8 godlla” Keep Up, Wiy Qi ana .
talked to Wecht. Of course, I've talied to him 80208 CREs " an /hets gorna let me know

‘winen and if he gets permission to sec this. material. And we'll see who else does and
who doesn't and I'11 keep up with it..." I go into contract. He admits, "ell, its possible

that back then they could have very well let that out by their own choce, and I'11l tell
you how tha happened, I called Rhoads, the Archivists, back in 1966...Well et me tell

 you..Icall Rhuoads for something, and demned if I know how damned if I know what triggoered

my call to him, but when I called him he said I was trying to pump him about the terms. I
think,-something had happened about that time that made it relavent, what the precise terms
of this thing were. And Rhoads said,"lr. Graham, you are the first person to inquire since
the ¥reedom of Inirormation act went into cffect. " He said, ku ub, fT feol that since that
statubte is in effect, 1 now can no longer conceal the text of © is contract.¥ So he said,

M f vou want ity come get ite®and I hotfooted it right over and got ite...That's my memory of
it, Wow as far as this time, I'11l tell you exactly what happened here. And its just one of
those things. Becausé ol the story I had written in '66 [sic] in which I had said that fiv
years later non—goverrmental people-people not under the auspices of the government would
be permited to see the stuf (‘cickelr—editor} and sure enough, he mas a little late, but

I guessim back in, ¢h, I guess in early Yecember he pulled that thing out and gave it to
ne and said, "Uhecfcnthis, will ya?" Well, I screwed around and didn % do anything and by
the timel called Burke Harshall's office, he was away on vacation. 56, I called the

Archives and they gave me the names of the four who had applieds I believe that's how it
happened, Ithink they had recomds of that. anyway, % think I got those four names fron

them. And then as soon as Murshall hit New Haven, coming bacl from the Virgin Islands,

right after the first o T the year, I got him on the phone the first day, and he saild,

"hy, yos, as a watter of fact, I , today® about that time, 'wrote a letier to Latiimer

tell ing hia that he could go one But I havenhit made up mind alimrk the other threed

So I called Lattimer and actually got him before he got the letter. and I said, 'You're
gonua get thhs letter, so when you gonna go.' 4nd he seid, 'Well, I'm gonua go as soon as

I can.' So I said, as soon as you find out when znu let me know snd I'1L be there, So he
called me back laterand said I'm gone on Friday /g-,nc;. that's how it hapwened, That does not
seen to me to be conducive to setting anyone up. That just hapoened.”
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I asked if he saw Lattiner's letter in the HMarch 13, 1970 liedical World lews, &

G, "Ho, I don't think so.” W,"Remember Lasuimer said from the very Legia dng that he had
doubt abou’ Oswald being bthe assassin until he saw these pictures and X-rays?" G. "fa."
W, "You know, he couldn't tell a vig or lie,Its the very first sentence he ever wrote., ind
this is what I wanted you %o see in his own writing, In the JYurnal or the American
liedical Association, imxghe very first sentence, Lot me refer you to what I think you can
get. I con provide you with a cogye Lts a reumarkable t ing. Hou on karch 13, 197C,

latiimer draws an inaccurate chart that can't be frue of the single bullet theory and

the picture is publiched and it exactly coincides with what he said he saw when he gaw the
pictures and X—raysk‘that likewise just can't be true, Fred, Now lot me read you - I have
it here because anotler roporter asked me earlier today -part of hig reply to ths object
ton of a Dr, Kupper, who means nothing to me, ...'Osugld shows what the educated, modern—
day traitorous guerrilla can do .anong his own people working with religlous—

tyve conviction, willing to'lay down his life, but provosing to kill as many anti~Communists
as possible. Oswald was devious, skilled in his Lusiness, and amazingly cool.X' Iou you
remecber thRax I told you that I although I am not a particular Kennedy fan, I wa deeply
concerned about what could happen to them,mostly becausc...it would also mean ...l can t
regard it as totally accidental that the one man who has since your story admitted he is not
qualificd, and Fred, I don't think you handled that really faithfully, when I told you what
th: orovision oi :the cont act is. He is not in "an allied field'...The one man who clearly
mEx not qualiffed is the one who given exclugive access, what amounts to an EXFINEIYR COpy—
rizhtl.lew you may regard that as an accident,"”

G, "How wait a minute, not a copyright.Because you're presuming that none ol thesc other
neople get to sec the stufl, If that's true, sure.'W. "well, it really wakes no dif-
ference if he choses to writee..e.and I think it's one of the guestions I asked you, "How
come you didn't cons 1t an independent authority?"Ilde is onc of the norms of your business
£t used to be my business, and I don't think the norms have changed that much since I was
younger.” € "Well, I talked to Wecht." W. "after? Before you wrote the story?" #, "Tes". VW,
"and did you ask Wecht can pictures and Z-rays show who fired the skmr bullet? G."Well,
that's a pretty loaded question, now, Harold." W, "Well, of course itsa loaded question,
because that's mym a loaded story. You know that pictures and L-rays can't show who Iired
the bullet,But you were very uncritical about that, This is the current trend in ruporting/
that makes mewamhappy. It's called 'objectivity', but it realliy isn't,X snd this is what
disturbs we aboui the whole thing. And the situation becomes one abeat o beating-your-wife
guestion, How you knew in advance...that thet ds a fiction that he is involved in (back bree)."
G. "How again in your letter I think that the way I mentionsd the brace to you really over
gtated 1t. He didn t tlak about the brace much." I interrupt o say I refered ‘red to L's
earlier writingz ofl thate. G."wWell,in any event, in his talk with me very early in th: game
he mentioned the brace and the bandage, and then, later, in our conversation after he saw
the stuflf, he didn't went.to talk.aboul the brace."” I ask if he heard L on CBS.Didn't.
Single~bullet theory. [ quo%@ 1%3'%%%1% “thBt 399  hit only Connelly after seeing the picture
and A-rays, NNow I don t kunow anybody who thought it worthwhile reporting that thut wight
have some significance; Just as I don't lmow a single paper in the coumtry or a single part
of the electronic media that asked...the question that you said is loaded,'lUow can pictures
and f-rays show who fired thkw shot?' Now I don't think in any honcst, falr sense that's

a loaded quesiion, Fred, ncause I think it addresses the lead, the most important single
thing, the third paragrpah of your story. And this is the headline that every treatment
that I have seen carried, How I think it's the headlines and the story tiat was loaded, and
you know, ¥xkwimk I'm being frank with you, Fred, And I think if you'll go over our couver®
sation in advance of this, and I didn't breach your confiderce, w‘ou:re aware of that?"G.
"Sure," W.'Bven toough yvou didn't ask me to kecp confidence, I didn % breach it.L warned
you about the potential of this, and yet, from my point of view, and again I'm being

frehk, you and the Times have done the country a lot of harm with this. low when you got
what amounted to an exclusive on it in particular, I don t kmow how nuch you've done

about following it, but the wire stories were virtually word-for-word yours.And I did
think it wa: a little bit unusual for CBS to give him a news conference Sunday night."

€. "Jell, he had a news conference I fhink at which probably several networls attended, I'm not
sure." W. "It was held in the CBS Reports studio."...Bxplain that I know he can't be an
expert, "But I thinlk you mace a bad mistake not .to do two things. First, it would have



talken you less than a half hour to read all of L's writing on the subject. And second,

to follow the tradition of speaking to somebody else after the interview.After the
interview, The quote you atiributed to me, out the way, was my coreection to you of what
Wecht told youe..." Predict that if Wecht gets to see will be worse and repeat whatl'd
said earlier. Repeat again...G.'Well, anyway, I1'11, I'll kunow what to r, 1Y gonna
keep up with Wecht, and we'll just, y'kaow, sec what he says."W."What to know

is what you're gonna do about that third paragrpah of your story which says that pictures
and X-rays prove that Oswald-shot the President." G."Well, h¢ says bt says it says that."”
WW" I lmow that, but I'm asikdng you what, iif' anything, your or the Times will or in fact
can do - Iz mean, if the Times were to print a front-page retraction tomorrow, the rest of
those who subscribed to that story wouldn't. and the wire—ser\{ices wouldn't." G. 'Well,
listen, I'm— B3 M1 ausg gUQ“ov%8&§;yb_(_I‘m J]J..%u gnd can t do anything about that.
That's what the han sSit, ...%’ 1958 HRGan” ‘

e

gaid you Can ﬁvf?ays check with comebody else to see if
it is possible or you can always check yournown judgement. That's why I saxed you the question
1 did, Fred, because I uant you to stop and think that you lmew that he was telling you
what couldn't be so. " BA G. "Well, listen, let's don't beat that to death."”
I explain my purposes to make complete and accurate record, hence wrote guestions to
hime
G"0k, and 1'11 keep in touch,"



