August 22, 1971

Dy, Jomes B. 3wocads

Archiviat of the United States
National aArchives and Records 3Sarvice
“ashingtou, U, ¢. z0403

Desr Dy. Rhoosds:

4ith further referenss to the longer of wvour Huo lettars of August
13, 1971, jyeu say you have withheld from wme axecutive sesaion
trenscripts of the wWarren Commission under =utherity zranted by
Exscutive Order 10501,

It is the sworn testimeny before & Congressionsl committes of ap-
pPropriste juriadiction by one of ths suthors of the exeoutive oprder
that it “hes, in fact, no application whatsoever te peracns outsids
the executivs branch of the government” and that, in any svent,
"Exscutive Ordep 10501 doss not have the forss ef law.”

The Wsrren Commiasion was not psrt of the exeustive branch of
Bcvernment. It was separats snd independent ss 2 Presidential
commission,

Prom ths publis Prass, it appears tc be s fact that "there is ne
3action of ths United States Constitution whish grants the Presidens
8IPress authority to issue sny sueh epdsr,”

deminding you that, under S U.3.0, 552, the burden of proes is upon
Jou &nd that, under ths provisiona of the official interpretation
of the law as embediad in the Attorney Gensrsi's Hemorendum theraon,
B0 bureaucrsatic obatacles sre te b2 placed in the peth of am appli-
caat for public iaformation. I again 25k for these trenscripis snd
& sitstion ol proef that,you have the right %o apply this exscutive
urder to tils weterial and, if you persist in elalming iz, citation
of proper sutiwority therelor.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg
Note on carbens only:

Ths authority queted is william @, Florence,
with 43 years exparience in elessification,
quoted in Parade 8/22/71, filed under
"Withholding,"



