Autopsy pix-X-rays hesring 2/14.69 Harold Veisberg
chbnversation with Dr, Rhoads--my unanswered
Apchives requests,

The govermment observed Vealentine's Day by dispetching not fewer
than seven lawyers to thec hesring. Sitting with them was Dr. Rhoads., In the
courtroom, looking gloomy, was Marion “ohnson. At the first hesring, Pnoads had
been there from the beginning. Johnson arrived later. I then had the impression
he wes there beceuse they saw I was,

At the first recess, becsuse I had no cigarettes and there was not
enough time for s ciger, I looked around to see Who Was smoking., I the reupon
esked Rhoads for one., Without smi}ing, he offered it. At the end of the dey,-
when I happened to be near him, I suggested the record already looked bad

enough for government scholarshlp, that I didn't want to have to taeke the time
@o write specifying what I had requested that had not been sent, why didn't they
Clean this up. He sald he was under the impression there remsined no unenswered
requests from me. I assured him there were snd these were spscific. His reply
ather surprised me, for it wes to the effect (Ihad sai why did he not heve the
ile of my correspondence checked for this) that this haed just been done. The
clear import is that he had either ordered it or it had teen done and he had
been informed of it. .

I suggested he heve 1t done sgain, for I know there remain requests
' ot yet responded to. He ssid he would.

From this I gethered they had expected me to be used as a witness
to testify to Archives slowdowns snd failures to supply whet had been requested.
I slso gathered thet they expected to be cslled updn to.answer for such s charge,

n one form or snother. It is certainly strenge thet ths head of an egency who

D s in court becsuse he says his numerous duties weigh so hesvily wpon him he )
ould find going to New Orlesns e hardahip, is informed in such minor deteil of

the requests of sn unimportsnt individual/ tp tight? ‘

During the discussion I said there wes a request more than three

weeks old, for the transfer papers of 4/65 releting to the pictures and X-rays
till not responded to. I told him I had not been given this material, thpt I

ad not been told I would not get it, that 1 nad not been told why I didn t have
1t or whether I could not. I decldred this was not properly subject to withholding.
His reply was almost verbatim thst of Johnson of two weeks esrlier: I would soon
be informed. I sugsssted the correlstion between the hearing of that date and the
feilure to respond. “e igmored it.

I told him it was lsrgely mesningless for them to tell me I could
examine the files in their search room, for in that enormity there is little mesns
of knowing or selecting the proper ones. I slso told him I wes aware of their
problem becsuse I was awsre of the Willens intercesszion in the eerly Commission
days to block indexing. He replied "We have received filss in tetter condition".
S,ne was thet I would sceept this es one of his larger underststements, at which
he smiled. He nodded his head when I mentionsd "pennypinching", affirmetively.

As we wers leaving the coyrt bullding. Hannon, the sssistant DA,
come yp to us. In a friendly chet with “ums he suggested thet he did not kmow
what would emsure 9which neither he nor we believed) , but he would not be surprised
to see us Thursdsy "on the third floor". Se told Muma he knew “ums would not went
to do unnecessary travelling, though he might want to be at the dardi Gres. He
explained the court »f appeals is on the third £100T..s.Strange twist: the govern-
mont its 1nitial eppeal on tho besis Holleck had oo Jurisdiection. Its final one

was that he could not sllow decision on privelege to vest in Judge Haggerty; that
#as and he had to assume his responsibility!



