Autopey pix-X-reys hesring 8/14.69 Harold Weisberg
shnverssticon with Dr. Fhoads-my unsnswered
Archives requesta.

The govermmens observed Valentime's Dsy by dispetching mot fower
then seven lawyers to the hearing. sit}u; with them was Dr. Rhoeds. the
souriroom, looking gloomy, was Mariom “ohnscn., A% the first hearing, s had
besn there from the begimaning. Johusom srrived laster. I them hed the impression
he was there beceuse thay sew I was.

A%t the first recess, becsuse I hed no cigarettes and there was not
enough time for e ecigar, I looked around to ses who was smoking. I thereupon
ssked Rhoads for ome. Wthout smijing, he offered i%. A% the end of the day,
when 1 happened to be mear him, I suggested the record slresdy looksd bad

snough for goverament scholarship, that I didn’t wam$ to heve $o take the time
o write specifyiag what I hed requested that hsd not been sent, why dian't they
lesn this up. He said he was under the impression there remained no unanswered
requests from me. I sssured him thers were snd these were specific. His reply

thar surprised me, for it was to the effect (Ikad sai why did he not have the

le of my correspondence checked for this) that this had just been done. The
elear import is that he hed either cordered it or it had been done snd he had

been informed of it.

I suggested he have it done agsin, for I know there remain requests
t yot respendsd to. He seid he would.

From this I gethered they had expected me %o be used sz s witness
to testify to Arehives slowdowns and feilures %o supply what bad been requested.
I slso gothered thes they expected %o be eslled updn to. snswer for sush s charge,
n ene form or emother. It is certsinly strenge thet the head of an sgency who
s in court beceuse he says his numercus duties weigh so heavily ppon him he
14 find going to New Orleans e hardship, is informed in sush minor detsil of
the requests of sn unimportemt individusl/ tp tignt?

Daring the discussion I seid there was a request more than three
weeks old, for the transfer papers of 4/65 relsting to the pictures and X-reys
$11] net responded to. I told him I had no: been gives this materisl, thet I
d mot been told I would mot get it, thet 1 had not beem told iy I didn ¥ have
it or whether I could not. I dechired this was not properly subject %o withholding.
His reply was almost verbatim thet of Johnson of two weeks esrliert I would soon
be informed. 1 suggested the correlation between the hesring of that date snd the

failure to respoad. “e iggored it.

I told him it wes largely mesningless for them to tell ma I could
examine the files in their search Troom, for in that enormity there is little mesns
of knmowing or selecting the proper ones. I slso told him I wag sware of their
problem becsuse I was aware of the Willems intercessien in the eerly Commission
deys to block imdexing. He replied "We hawe received files in better conditiom”.
M.ne was that I wuld sesept this as one of his lerger understetements, at which
he smiled. He nodded his heed when 1 mentionsd "psnnypinching®, affirmatively.

As we were lesving the ¢ z_rt building. Hsnrom, the essistent DA,
come yp to us. In s friendly chat with he suggested that he did not know

what would ensure Swhich neither he nor we beliaved) , but he would mot be surprised
to see us Thursdsy "on the third floor". “e told bums he knew Yume would not want

to do unnecessary travelling, though he might went to be =t the Marai Gres. He
explained the court »f appesls i1s on the third floor....Strange twist: the govern-

ment its initisl sppesl on the besis Hellsck had no jurisdietion. It%s finsl one
was that he could not asllow decision on privelege to vest in Judge Haggerty; that

23 8nd he had to sssume his responsibility!



