August £3, 1949

Oy, Jomes Rhoads, -rehivist
Toe Nstionel Arabives
%oehingter, D.2.

Desr Doetor “hosds,

Yesterdsy Mr, Johnson informed » yon do mot bhave the ~riginel nege-
tives frem which FEI “arren Cosmiseion Exhibite in the series Ppoginning in the 580
range wers made, 1 saked him to have you askX f>r these sc thet I way, os soon ss
posaibls, exsmins tuem, Xy re-exeninetion of the prints yesterdsy convinees ne this
i necesssry for my urycss, For sll urposes, howver, I believe these sre recuired
to be in jour arehivs.

Nome »f these negertives cem fell withing the exclusioms permitted by
the "gaidlines”., My resding »f the exscutive sessions ¢onviness me it Wes the Uom=
missdon's intentien saat a1l such origlu ! evidence wse to bhive been in this archive.
My reoding nf the Departmen® of Justice opiniomas 1n your files also confirma this,
Over snd sbove tils, 1 believe public puliey recwires it. It 1as, from the poimt of
view of evidence, intolarable thet ihw only resl evidease illuctreted by the prints
you do heve is not io your possesaicn, Therc is nothing in the files or testimony of
which I em swspe tuet certifies She sutienticity of sue prints, either. farticularly
#uon this desls with besie evidenes sbout tue smrder of & rresident is tbis incon-
coivable to me.

helde from this, wast ;ou heve i3 too far renoved from the originel.
First tae negatives wers exposed. Then s print wrs mede, them plotures were made f rom
the primts, etc., emeh process esusing » Almuniticn in clarity.

The testimony indicetes the printe used ns exhibits were made from nega-
tives exposed through s sompsrison microscope. 1 sm mot persusded ay exsminatinn per-
mite acceptance of thls.

¥hen I asked tc examime botk the prints 2nd the negrtives in Mey, I wes
siova tue offeet cegatives sn’ aot told theme were ot the criginal negst.ven, Inese
sre evsn further removed frem the original svidence.

1 believe alse tust the exscutive order of Atsorney Gemersl “lark re-uires
these negsiives znd £ll sucn other govermmenty evidensce %o be in your custody snd free-
1y sccessible t- me snd others,

¥111 y-u rlease recusst thi: evidence end let me ‘mow yeu heve or, if you
dealine, ycur reasons for refusing tof

In spesking with Mr. Jounson yesterdey 1 explained my desire to unve 8
ploture of Lxhibi: 399 mace on s scele. Lt is thethwe deo Dot en? cannet kuox tis weight
of this= exhibit st =ny oarticulsr time. It is under tandeble thet o smell fregment may
b:ve frllea off in necessary ha?ilin;, but ta t fragment ramsins =nd esa b seighed, The
testimony about the welght anss not 1dentify tha tlme at which it wes wsighed,



Thereiore, w1 CaRnct ‘Mo Fhotdsy the weight givea in the teasloony
and used 1@ g sarisin fsehios I& 1. Honord 12 the wolghi belfope oF afr s
sswole men raneved fow stentyographis suslyels.

i valleve i9s rewson you ¥ave me fov ¥efusing o Seis Wkis plovare for
we la ool L roeT ressod, iz Reb saricoaly prossetad bui s on Axiuse vy =high the
govavoosst ssals fo dony me tnfagmetien 14 cunset Prozeriy deny 0. #onever, &8 80
alisrnatime, o eveld tho sitwsiion Whes wrivie, 1 ¥ill secest wny eertifled shatement
of the welsht of ttig Exhiblt naF ony ». aoified vins Yeloss 1Y ves srenuterred to the
Rationel srchivea. 0¥, $there ia an slt spvative »i-tura you sed 2ake for net $he
willed snd wy rogrends Lo auy 2ave Sola lovse, is thell eases, plus = glcturs af
vae couos @nd PotKiig G teriale only, 11 Su3D Cwss On Vie Amms Acale, bhos you are
uwt vl gaing b tallet ramoved fres 1%, cese Put ths caesd Bulled emd the camiigRe

I uue tuls secssion %o anll o Four sttsubion Ehe PIOPRX rejuests i have
nede to wel® Vhere hes uot besn ren woneddALre: amny menthe, T2 ot theas snoently
guns $o wins suem & pasded woat I 5o long @0 recuaated: §he pege ol the Qowald
Sprine ramuel 4ua% 46 shnoteted. i Bsve ssked for sils la sritving sud wroslly on
& munter of ogcaslons. I stlll mea$ it, rlaaos. ‘

Touterdey'e newspapars contain Falph Ypdarts complaint that olther
sgencies, in teking several Taaks to mespend, acq fmstreting the purpoots ni the

Tresdcn of Informetion Agb. #Bat ie tis vees, bucsn, 6N 5O WARY mogths ehapes and
there 1& no Fesponse?

slaseredy,

Hageld Spladerg



