Bud, Psul, Gary, 10/17/89

4fter Bud and 1 gpesrated today, there wers nther things I nad to
do 1n 2C eno ofter & got it. It thus 1s lute ¢ni I huve done the attached memo
on onr visit tc the Archives in hoste. I sm sending copies for information,
for Zud's confirmetion, correction of supblem nting, eni for sug:zestions from the
others of you. I also geve Bud a copy of Paul's recent le-ter on this, de read
it prior te out z<ing te tho Archives.

If there are any devalopmenta, I'1l let you know.

Veanwhile, I noticed in the course of a Husty perussl of o susll part
of CD B7, which + have not lo~ked at since the Spring of '66, sevaral thinge I
do nnt reeall from the psst =né L heveorderasd them. One is the trenslation of a
letter to Cewald postmerked in Cubs a week afi r his murder. I meiely glanced at
it, ¥ owin= I would want it. I entici ate asking for tie origilasl, with
envelops.

hen Bud was scanning CD205, be notice a slip where scuepuges are
migeing. 14 ssid meraly “Lifton". e wondered 1if this could mean Iifton oould
have recuested those pages when declassified. He had never encountered this
situntion before. I hsd, where ths psges hed Yeen churged to me for two months
or more withtout my getting them. 1 have little doubt thie was tecnuse those
pages were removed for cepying for Usve. I thsrefore wou'd net o~k st even the
Toge’® numbers, knowing the vilieiny of which ne is caspable.

Beesuce it was not prhssible to mmake notse, L may hawe forgotten what
Bud may conslder signifieant. tia reccllectiens may alse te otner than mines. I
will assume, howevsr, that in the sbsehce of cnrrectiod by him, he will be
sgraeine tn the ovemsll pecuracy and it without sugrestion of slenificant
onlesione, Lf there sre any, L do hope he wil' note toem.

After eganini  this snd otaer matsrisls, Bud is alsoc of the opinion
there should be no di tribution of any of thess naterlals in sny form Cecsuse
they caa of of conslaersble signififence in comrt. ue slso agrees that this line
of endesvorp carried gut properly snd blessed witi o little gond fortu e, may open
entirely new avenues to us, new opportunities, new sources - many bteneflts.

le has hesrd from the DJ lawyer cnlythat he hss drafted the response.
Celle did not indicete the charsetor or content af *he recvonse end did nnt
incicate 1t would be sent in the form in which he drafted 1it.

Bud and I will be zettingz together agnin the 24th. If any of you hes
any suggestions, pleese send them in duplieste, one to him, ons +to me, in the event
my copy is ia that dey's meil, Tor saoen I wuld nct nave it, leaving as I will by
7:30 a,.n.

By the wey, I alen asked to =85 the miecle desc ibed in the letter smd
esked to be glven its official identification. L Leve not been sble to cuheck tie
FBI 1list (Federal Register with Clark's 10/31/86 order) to see if it is one of

the iteme thereln contzined, or if it csn bte. Heiue.t of bosu Simuons -na ingel,
in each case =zsying T'd be back for tnat purpcse s week from todsy.
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Vemorsndum on visit to Arciives, conference with Deputy 10/17/¢9
Arenivist Iierbert Anzsl

By preerrangemsnt, 1 mal Bud esrly tois morning in bi: office, mwepsra-
tory to taking him to show nim th: originels of Zxhibit 397. Mot, ind rsteng, of
the or eny sutopsy file, not of CU 371, which is the origin of Lxhitit 397 (ena
deseribed by -pecter sc 1dentlesl with it), but of the exinibit only. L hed seen
them nine dsys sgo, ordered copor-negative copiles, end expected to zet them
to dsy (they asre not svsilable yet, processing not heving besn coupleted). vhen,
by vhone, L lesrned the rmeeesor hzd nnt returned the transparencies, I -asked

for ® xerox copy. Simmone hed it maie while we examined some of the matsrial I
glas sgked hin to met s we e~uld be necrupied durine the copying.

I had ssked for CL87, the FEI 1ub report of 12/5/63, to se= why it is
clagsified, tecsuse it is 8 lab report. I olen asked for the file on "Public
disclosures, ‘erren Commission Records", kmowin- thers is such = file, the
Archives having sent Psul Hoch pages 9-17. It wasz purpnse to examine pages 1-8. °

In the time aveilsble, i% wes nn possible tec locate whet 1 sougiht
in CD 87. “sndely in toe fron of tue first of the five volumes (Simmons said the
fifth was outs somewhere snd apologized in givinz me tue four) wue en 35 memo of
whizh I ordered a copye Lt gave taoe liet of control numbers, of 35 repports. As
far ze L could check, npt one was in the file! Thers were large saps in the
reportas, wita perhaps 2? control numbers st & time not being in the file. Siumons
szid he/they were sware'of it but could not ex lain it.

With regerd %o the "public disclosure” file, Simmons reported hia bnd
dlzeussed tast with Johnson when ne could {ind no such file (I had exlsined my
major interest is in the period fo'lowing the Cown ission, thus fer files not in
with the Uommiszzions). John.on, he ssid, told him he knew of no such file (yet
witacut doubt it is Jounson wes prepsred the msporse to Hoeh, above). Zim one

said he found the 11/10.64 Coldberg memo on "Nrgshization of the Jommission'e
files" wnich Johnson, he smid, agreed migh! sanawer my ouestion. £e broughi 14
and T had & eony made. muite obviously, it is not responsivag 1s not the file
in reference, end is not even all there is in the PC16 file from whick i% comes,

for | have & number od other documents from ic, including one on "Jeclagsification" .

when Simnons returced with the xexcres 6f tue originsls of thet
part of Bxhibit 397 snd I ssked hin to get s few other tiings, 1 also told him
toat we wonld met = cup ol coffee in his ebasice. He ssid he'd go with us so he
cotld have & smoke, ®mni +s lavite him, Bud & 20 inviting hinm to have some
refrostunent in the Arch anack bar (ke got 2 ccke). -nile :moking we cnetved. I
tried to explain to Simmons exectly chet I sought. I had given him the letter to
deliver tn Or. Thoszds (en? he by then hod), =pd L explained to him that =what the
Archives received stter the end o7 in arren Comnission emild nnt ke in the O
files. Te my amozement when we were dlscussing: tals, end L snugnt teo le2rn vhst
alse is &n Box 25, this is whet has heppened, s further meens of hiding the
aripinils they may have. These sre filas in the pricter's set ¢i tnc exbibif, the
lsst place in the world anyone knowing snything ebout the files would lo~k for them,

for the printers' coples are never originsle, end in tuis csse taz exniblt is describad

when offere. into evidence ns coples.

In discuesins the nuabsr of places tiey h=v. to lo k for a document
on & mersen, he said taere were four, inzluding the Ko ani vibher Ind znd Org
files, de acknolwedged, when aquestioned by Bud, thet there were unclassified
(iimtbe sence of without orgsnization ) files, ani it is impossible to ratrieve
from them, I ssked sbout ehe beginnings of the index put to an end by the Willens

intercession against it, end he says it goes up to "J" only (end, of course, can
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ine,ude only whst had been receive and gone ~ver by the time the indexing wsa
killed, oa Lue spurlous basis 1t was gutcmaticslly eliminated by the «F filej.
Simmons did not say so, but taere is s cerd index of onneidersble axten'i, some
6,000 individusl csrds, ss 1 recall.

I epent some time trylng to explain to him the Cleark emecutive order,
the Howley trsnsfer ne bad receipted, the CN371 list end the items 1 =ought
from it, &nd Low this med not be with tds Cormmigsion's own filee end, unless
subsequently sdded, could net be in sny 1isting of the Commission's materials,
beecsuze 1% #as of & muck luter ers, when there was no Commission. I also ssked
him to explain this to Johnsen, then asked that 1f it 1s unclaar, they phone me.
I sald scoe of this was in tie lstter 1 hsd given Eim for Dr. Rhosds. “hen le
ssid be hed slreudy delivered it, I eaked if rhosds were back in the country.

g replied sffirmstively, adding Le had an efternoon mesting of some Xkind. e
hed not opened toe envelopa.

) Tith this exvlsnation ot the time renuires to check just the name

fiies (snd I had given him 15 nsmes), I told him sinee Bud bsd %o be aack in
his office by one, why did he nct just copy any he found and msil them to me,
unless sny wers extensive files, i- wnieh event I'd like tn bta bold bafore
uniertacing s large exnense. I told him I'd be back a week hence sund W uld then
#lso piek up the coler poeitives. In etead, we returnad to tus searca rorm, Bud

and I, snd I phoned Rhosds' o fice to see if he @ould see us for a Taw minutes. The
retitrn o1 fro- bis sec stary was toat while he could mot, Angel could in 20
minutes. We were there on time, just as whoevser was with him wes lzaving.

1 spekled out with ss much care es possible exsctly what 1 sought
snd couldn't met, hov long 1'd = ught 1%, what 1 had besn told, how wha the
Apeiives wrote eould could not be trué witbout what toe Seeret Service wrote
being fzlze, etc., and explsined my source of kuowledge thut these materisl T
sought, reletingz to the sutopsy, most certainly did exist snd nhis own files
conteined receipts fnr them. 1 made saveral references to the letter *n Ur,
Rhosds, several times sug esting he might went to get it (he sat silent and
immobile at esch sugeestion, taoough this meant gt most golng into the next oftice)e

"hen Bud aske me if I felt "gumes wWor:s being pley d with" =2, lcon-
firmed, mnd gave Angel examples, specifieally end g-nerally. I did not identify
the peners given Paul on what is clsgsified snd declisoifisd, but I tnld hin that
whereas I k d been led to telisve end told thst certain records I sought did not
exist, end certein sublarluges werc rescrted to bo ronlece theee existinr records
for e, I slso hed in my possession tne srecific documents readily supplied ano-
bher, Lers is was indefinite becsuse 1% was my racolleetion vhat aul was sent was
over nis neme. 1 know it was from nis office. ue did not ask for luentification,
a0 he could trece it doim, whick on- wnuld expact of the exeentlve bnth sincere
end anxious to iuprove the functinning oi his egency. I gave o-her illustrations

se they came to mind: the Kenneuy-femily GSA controet, other ausopey wipars, etce

I tofd them thst partocular slth ths subj-et mexter, Shls ¥ind of treat-
ment, involving violation of their own regulstiions -and my inability to zet any
explenation of 1% - filled me ith the deepest ap-rehenslons. He remeinsd without
comment, althougi e seemed a bit edgy whan he dld say snythinz, witn a slignt lip
tremor. 1 told him cuite polntedly thsth 121 d41d net ~ct what 1 s-ught without
resert to the courts, I would go %o court, end that the existing record was hardly
ene of seciolarship or of an sgeney of scholers and sehnlavshin, that there was @
prima €acie case of his agency scting in acco-d with policy deter inations incon =
sistent with its ostensible functicms. No eomplaint, no denial.



1 recounted my efforts on the autopsy files, my conference with
Bahmer the morning the transfers were reported in the papers, etc., the
agsurances glven me (and violated, cheptar and verse), the subsequent release on
what amounts to en exclusive besis to others, not me -without telling me in time,
in ome cese (contract) or at all in the other (executive sessions). I went into
the long delay in enswering my proper inquiries, and into the fect that after
a year some of still without resporm e. I told him that st the triel in Judge
Hglleek's court Rhoads had told me he hed mede an inquiry and been informed all
my queries had been answered end my response thet he had been misinformed. I later
confirmed this in riting, with examples, without response from Bhoade. I gave &8s a
minor exsmp'e what . hed just egain ssked Simmons about, that pege of the Osweld
Mgrineds guidebook with handwritten notes on 1t. }t will be interesting to see

if I now get it.

Through al1 of this pointed if polite and very specific accusstion of
what emounts to repeated violation of law end regulstion by the sgency he heads,
of documeptation of discriminstion sgsinst me, of non-fessnace too, he had neither
protest nor justification. It was only when I suggested that missing docmmenta
could be obteined from the sgeney of origin that he had a defense: "we are not
chartered for thet". I responded I had not suggested eny threat, ony intimidetion,
enything more then a polite requeat for the repleeing of what was in the filep,
known to have been in the files, and is miesing. I pointed out thet 1t was a simple
matter to pocket psges of the flles. With some satisfection he replied that the

lsst men to try that was serving ten years. I corrected him to sey the last one
csught, end he dropped this entirely. I sgein repeated that unless there wasx
some such mechanism for implémentation of the executive order, it was meaningles
except 8s propagenda, an unseemly thing on such a subject.

On the subject of the contents of the letter, I was quite explicit
in seying that when I hed msde inquiry and the Archives claimed not to have the
files, recommending I ssk the Seecret Service, that ageney had replied that it hed
given all this %o the Archives. I told him I had goven the Archives this letter
end eould sgain, if the Secret Service hed not kept them informed. Im sked him
what else I could do except ask the agency required to have them to replece them.
No: mmswer, I wes also quite explicit in suggesting that on this subject above
all there should ne no suppression, by whetever mechasnism, of these, the moat
besic records of the murder of s President. And I seid if I could get them no
other way, I would seek them in court.

I tried to be as fully informative as possible in the time we hesd. On
impulse I told him whst I had left ou® of the letter to Rhoeds, that their own
files conteined receipts for the msterials I sought snd the record of the clsim
of the tremsfer of the originals to them., I went further and pointed out thet while
the Commission entered into evidemc and pretended to print the entire cp371 files,
it hed, in fact, suppressed this receipt, which is not inconeistent with suppres-
sion, with various dodges, of the materials covered by the recei, &, not one of
which can be subject to any proper withholdinge I said thet parti ularly because
of the initiel offieial dishonest, subsequent ones Were more reprehensible, where-
upon Bud emphasized especislly on this subject.

I to)d him thet after sll these many months, L had still not been put
in & position to know whst had been transferred, end I went over with him whet I
had gone over with Simmons, ssking for the receipts for what hed been trens-
ferred, in the hppe they would supply eufficiently speeific idebitifications. He
 did not say I would nmot get it or could not (nor did he ssy I would which 18
gquite surprising, for it elso cannot be withheld). Thus, in addition to writeen
resuests, without number, to the various sgencies, including his, I hawe ssked both
the men sctively working in this srchive and him for a copy. We'll see if I get 1te



