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ZUMUMMIRIUM211 	 Route 7 
473-8146 	 Washington, Md. 

April 1, 1968 

Dr. Robert R. Dahmer 
Archivist of the United States 
National Arabia.. and Researeh Service 
14shington, D. 0. 

Dear Dr. Sabawirl 

You have not answered that part of my letter of February 19 which Fq. 
why you gable the New York Times copies of the Kennedy family4lenerll 
Services AdminietratiOn agreement when you earlier denied them to 
Tin delay in my getting a copy at all, which is a violation of ;our 
0 ,i4 procedures, you assured me, "was unintentional". 
I Low find that you have deelassified oxpressly for the SaturdayL.  
i. Poet and lb-. David Wise, if I as to believe his word in taa 

4  
..s-- 

Ce Rd pril Op other material which I have long sought and have ic. 
bee.:i denied. 

If third is anything that is clear in the record, including a le.%. 
,w2enhAnge of correspondence, it is that tom the very first I have 
every scrap of paper on the autoperj; In- letters this dab6a 	t- 
Ipring of 1966. Last summer you withhold two documents from ono ,,.. 
film, when I asked for everything on the autopsy. In response to 
oar:plaint. you wrote me on August 4, 1967, th0 when you did thin 
tali it was "to make the records available in an orderly way rath - r t 
in a piecemeal fashion". 

Ia this letter you also informed as that your objective is "to tram; 
researchers equally. Ye have kept a list of those who have made 
request& in order that we *amid notify them when the records are miW.1- 
able. We have added your name to the list." 
When, after the date on which you had promised as copies of these tw;.: 
documents, I was given them, I speeifioally asked if this was every-
thing on the autopsy and I was assured it was. 
I r1:14 find that you have again violated your own rules. I was a.J1%.!,: 
given copies of nor advised of the release of the executive-sessiol 
trsnslripts on this subject. The net effect is to make svailable - 
piecemeal - to the Saturday Eveninet  float,  on an exolusive basis, pr. - 
oteely that which had been denied sie. 

It is remarkable that in each ease you made these things, denied ray*,  14,,-- 
tmough my requests ware of long standing, available to writers kdbu.,  
glew had 16h little or no research in your archive, could not poi tt. 
use to z information in a proper context even if they were ec disc 
nrA, support the government in the controversy. In esoh 09.30 the 
was used .0.0 of context and as the basis for writing that support ,  
government but is contrary to tact and truth. 
I am prepared for your repetition of the assurance that this "was 
tentionel". Or, your silence. 



In the current ease, to comply with your own rules, you should he 
notified me of the release of the suppressed tranaeripts whsu it w4F3 
decided upon, at least two months ago. You did not. And in the OUT-
rent oaae, in your own name, you became part of a pro-governmeat prod; 
and campaign. This I regret booauas it is not what I would have 

expected of you personally and because what you did oasts the Direst 
of the National Arehives in a role he should, I baileys, never play. 
Lat me quote you • paragraph from hr. Wise's justifiaation of the 
governments 

Is it possible that thins* is anything in the sealed files 
that nooks the Warren Commission's sonolusion that Lee Harvey 
Oswald, acting alone, killed the President? Dahmer's &newer: 
"From what I know of the records,  I'd have to say no." (My em-
Aisle) 

If you are unaware of it, this statement was the load and the ba;:die 
for almost all the rest of the story moved by the Associated Prise. 
Let oe quote part of that for you, as it appeared in the New Orlearv? 
Timea-Picayune  of March 25 under the headline, "Warren Report bek:ked, 
Claim': 

Tha nation's thief archivist was quoted Sunday as saying  
he knows of nothing in the secret tiles on President John P. 
Letm.dy's death to eentradiet the designation of Lee Harvey 
Oswald as this assassin. 

"Prom what I know of the records ..." 
The use to which your words tiers put is not consistent with sonolarl -
and is oonsistont with propaganda, ilven the phrasing, avamive es Ir. 
is, signals such an intent, "From what I know of the r000rds," loo 
:Ibid. This language raises a number of interesting and relstad quE,Et!.: 

kizet do you know of the regards! Whet kind of a study, if any, dig, 
make off` trim! What background do you have in the other ay/deo-ad, !. 
vast soeumulation printed in 26 large volumes and that stored la e7 
enormous volume under your custody! Yeu cannot assess the eigaficf •-= 
of the secret evidence without a thorough founding in all of it, Sa, 
even if you made a dement study of what you still keep secret, sad 70.-7. 
lualifioatlon, "from what I know", strongly suggests you did riot, did 
you make the seholarly appraisal of this estimated 2,04C printod pike, 
10,C00,000 words, and the enormous subis footage of dooumeate is you 
own files that wolillseem to be prerequisite for the ezpression of prq 
kind of an opinion on the meaning of what is still seorett 

It you did not, as I believe to be this *see, how can you Justify ma41,,,:, 
suoh a statement, or, as it seems to me, becoming part of an unrela.:41 
government sampaign of misrepresentation? 
Now, it happens that the scene% files cannot be considered alone. 
Whether or not they contain data it varisnae with the official ecoc,4t-
ing of the murder, they are but part of the ovidenee. It also happ-
taat your own files abownd with gelid 'evidence that acre than '40, -
the Wariaa Comm/sale:2'e sonolusion", That evident'e totally disore 
the Warren Report, in any impartial evaluation. 	• 	 • • • 
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As you know, there was a time when I was alone in defending the repu-
tation of your part at the geTormment. MP enperienoe with it at tbs..; 
time warranted the credit I gave it. I deeply regret that subsoquert 
experience is contrary. 

The murder of any 'residua is a national trauma, a tragedy unique i;i 
its era. It invariably follows that the government that some into 
power because of that warder and is its immediate benofioiary investi-
gates the murder, hence investigates how it sane into power. Here n:t 
even the standards of Oasear's wifo are adoguato. 

That the politisal olemonts of the bonefisiary government hail their 
own honor and integrity and apse thoso who question their "investicp-
tion", while utterly deploreilSo .may be comprehended as the normal it 
regrettable reaction of politioians motivated and dominated by politi-
cal oonaiderationa. 

That soholars, entrusted with the nigh-to-sacred responsibility of irk for the nation's imporishable records and administering than PA- 
too... to them with the impartiality required by custodianohip or 
natIonel dooumontary heritage, mates thomsolvos propagandists, is Lel. ; 
my concept of sobolarship and impartiality. 
There are now and thaw, will be in the o future snormous doubts avid -..- -
lees questions raised about the integrity of this archive. In our 
previous oorrespondemo I have sited to you case after dismal case of 
the absence from your files of vital evidence the existenoe of whoa, 
is known. In cash sited ease, these dominants are required to be in 
your files, including by eider of the Attorney Gonerel himself. Nov.-- 
withstanding this, his own Department is the prise culprit. 

I see frog Mr. Wise's writing, the assuraoy of which you have not 4..; 
my knowledge denied, that you can bosoms a partisan. Is it, then, 
asking too mush that your partiganship be directed at the integrity 
of your files? Is it asking toe mush that you request those Algenatl 
improperly withholding from your files what is required to be there 
that, belatedly, they supply It? Before siting new eases of this :ro% 
the current exchange alone, let me point out that one of the 
coneoquanoes of your partieipation in this latest propaganda oampeigo, 
by a writer with long-standing White Rowse summations, in itself war-
rants auspioions about the integrity of your files. It other reasca.- 
did not already axist for doubting their sanctity. your appearances 
this new role, now and in the future, will in itself raise the queption, 
There is a comment that would have been appropriate from the man 
charged with the responsibility of preserving the integrity of taha 
mtionts priceless rewards of the murder of it. former leader. It 
have been to assure the people that the integrity of the evidence, of 
the national resorts, is intact - that all the evidence is there, 
tine, un,u4ied. 

Horop.in the midst of the issbothian rumoring that plagues the 
you were offered the audience of oeuntless millions of people - 
to mist of thou - and the opportunity of making an imperishable rea;r .  
for the future. You ezpleitod the opportunity, but tc make propagi -,!-, 
not to offer this atouranom.er ostabli*b. mush A ripeord. 
You and I both know why, foithat is established in the record 
us, in sorrosponden'44now tWoyeari old. You and I both know that 
do know that those sacred r000rds are as.1intact, arc not unoulli.-4. 
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They are, as you haves  in writing, sestified to me, Aytto0  
Gone is the most basis evidenoo of all oboist the *rime' 
And you know it, having proved it for ms. 
Can it be that you interpret this disappearance of the most ossential 
evideno, not to "nook" the sonsluitons of the Marren Commission? 
Or is this a reason your oommont was rsetristod to the still -sseret 
parts of those files ontpusted to your sore, the tiles to which no oat 
has magas.t 
but if the unsiserot part of them, files bar been gutted, what assur-
ance have we that wore* has not Urania those still seeret--what 
reason to *semi, worse has not pit been detested only bessauso of tn.. 
escreer 

• My unfulfilled requests if February 19 alone are souse for the deep,  
misgiving. 

fLI-:7% was for all reports of all services relating to Ric:41.rd 
(Rioard0 Davis and all statements signed by him. In response to t4A ,  
you gave me pages 20-8 of CD 980 and nothing else. Now I know, bey ,. 
question, that there must be more. Possibly it is not in the files, 
but it does exist and it is rovaired to be thou... This includes, but 
is not limited to, a statement signed by Mr. Davis. It should also 
inolude a CIA file. It nowhere else, this data should be in the 'Oti-Lir 
Individuals and Organisations Involved or Interviewed" file the instrt)- 
tione for which read, °File bore all malarial senoorning individuals Riad 
organizations mentioned. Arrow alphabotisally by name." 
My seoond request related to the motion pioturos of the Oswald litera-
ture distribution and arrest in Sew Orleans August 9, 1963, taken by 
Jim Doyle. In response you gave me pages 6-9 of CD 30, mingle-page 
reports by FBI SAc gernard and Drown of their interviews with the fo,1- 
senior members of the Doyle and Matt Wilson families. Ugh of these 
reports says that Jim Doyle took these movies. there is no report 
any interview with Jim Doyle, nor is there ?stereo°, to the fact that; 
the movie was taken by the FDI and lat.. returned. Is then, no reoz.rd 
of the return of this movie? Is Cher* no report of its content, 
or not the FRI made copies er ,removod frames? 

Next I asked for all the documents en Loran Eugene "Skip" Hall, asida 
from CD 1553. In reposed to this you gave me only pp.211-3 of CD 1:1-1'. 
My request also oited a Watley **port. Now I know that the files d, 
inolude iiiah a report. I also knew that they should inclune.othnr. 
My knowledge is 104 from original soups's. These Gould be filed L.a12.,r-
tha nouns Math000k, Marks and Bean, among others. The period oovt,rea 
is from the day of tho assassination until the following Moveober, 
Messrs. Hathooek and Dean told me they were interviewed by the FBI alul 
about Sall. My reoolleetien may be faulty, but I believe Mall also t41 -  
so hs was interviewed by the FBI about his pawning of a rifle. Thora 
is no question but that slush a report should *fist basalts, Hall was 
interviewed by the Me  more than *nee, and he did pawn a rifle, wni0.. 
was the subject of an immediato PSI arestigation. 
Lastly, I asked for all reports relating to the Motional States Righ, 
Party, sposifying some from Miami. TO eliminate any confusion and t 

the possibility one et tha more important snag mi‘ht be cv-f.. 
looked, I amplified this verbally, as your lotto? of Marsh 8 staknowl. 



r, 

to specify • to -recorded throat to kill the President. In resp
on 

you sent me pp.4-5 of QD 64.1 Med nothing else. In your letter of 

March 8 you said of the tape and What is related, "net found amore 

records of the Commission". 

These tae pages from 09.64.1 ape not all in the files on the Nation
al 

States Rights Party and the tape amd related materials's.. require0 ta
r 

be in the files . T 	not be there, add this need not 

your fault. But the apes  at 	was s turned over to the Secret Ser- i l"'  
vice November 15, 1943. mr proof Oa this is redundant, public. and 
undenied by the meeret Service. 

In addition to these two pages from SD 64.1 you have, to my knowledge, 

the noses of Dr. Stanley IN Drosnam, Captain Robert Drown and Steve 

Wilson (described as "a freow•lamee Writer"). Aside from PSI Joker-

views, Drennan, at least, USA interviewed by the Secret Bersioe. At
 

least one report deals with a threat to kill President Kennedy. 

The existence of this evidence, in the possession of the government
, 

is beyond question. Among the tiles in whioh it is required to be xir 

the already-described "ether Individuals and Organizations" and "P
r,:- 

teotion of the President", sertlinly part 3, "Reported Threats Agei-t. 
President Kennedy". It could also be in part 1, "Secret Servied 

Pr.:- 

cautions Prier to and During Trip to Texas", and part 5, "Other As140.-- 
sinationa or Attempted Assassinations". Although the file "Invest%

w-

tion and Evidenoew  is sonoeived and organised around the concept of 

Oswald's singular guilt, determined prier to investigation, in itse:: 

a rather unorthodox **wept of impartial inquiry, it does have 	as 

4, "Other Suapootsw. I trust you will not find it excessively imazt-

native to eonseive that a throat to kill the President in precisely.  
the way the government says he was murdered should qualify the man ..) 
made it as a "suspect". 

When you tell no you eannat find these things in the files, I do
 not 

dispute you. The gait remains that all of these things exist. 
They 

are required to be is these files. Proper eategories for each item 
exist. That not one of them is available MAMMA that not one Was tu

ns 

Over to the Commission er that something happened to each and every 

one that'wil given the Commission. 'Whatever the explanation, when 

are telling with the murder of an American President and its inve
sti-

gation by the government that by it ease into power, this is ineAcusk-
ble and intolerable. 

In the past, sera somber, ot,oiseaeiees.: /“have,alted the order o
f the 

Attorney General of October 311, 19414,,a11 autheiity for my statement 

that specified itoNO,of eVidenee wove FOTAPO4 to be in your arch
ive. 

Government is not an amerphoul thing. such orders are not issued 

without purpose. We are entitled to assume that the purpose is the 

declared one, net public relations or propaganda. 

Sven if for some reason all or some of these items of evidence were 

not given to the Commission by the *geniis., these same agencies, 
through their investigative &PM, were part of the Commission. They 
were, in fact, 100% of the Commission's investigators and perforce''
10061 its investigative function,. Per all 'practical purpo

ses, tti.e.s 

investigative serviees are identical with the Commission. 

Therefore, I respectfully sell upon you to request each of these 

of 'Tickling, that are severed 1py the Attorney General's order from %- -  
*genets. involved. If these items were in some mysterious manner 

mislaid in the transfer of the Commission's files, there is n
o immA,... - 

ately apparent reason why the agenda's should be.  unwilling or u.lab. 

tp  replace them. 
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In asking this of you, I suggest that it is also required in the pee 

formsnas of your responsibilities. Without your willingness to do 

this, is there any war for you tomplaoe ubat may be mislaid in the 
normal use of the assts or otherwise disappear? Itrthor, it is mho 

 Arable** and met the ether agouties uhiah knows what it d433 
. and does not have. 

It is a futility to suggest that these using the archive gequest tc0 
missing *vides.. of the supplying &oasis'. ?trait, it should not b, 

required when the National Arobivee *sista. Simonds  from my own ex-
portions*, such letters go unanswered. immediately after the Attorna;, 
General issued ids order of October 31, 1946, I asked for the speotrzo-
graphic analysis of the bullet said to have been used in the assassi-
nation, the fragments reeovered from the Presidential limousine and 
the bodies of the victims, and of traces from the windshield and frbL1 
the ourbstona that is new in your sustody. This is outside any of t% 
exaeptions permitted by the *Metal guidelines and is one of the uot, t 
fundamental elements of evidenoe sensiderod by the Commission. It 
thus is both wavered by the Attorney General's sited order and sho-i4  

be provided to me. 

Therefore, among these things I have already requested and not gott.tp, 
I herewith renew my request for this speetrographis analysis. It 
essential to the worst I as doing. If there is any provision of ink 
or regulation by which it eon be denied me, I would appreciate a oopy 
of whatever is invoked. 
If you find any error in fast er flaw in login in the foregoing, I 
presume you will .all it to my attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jerold Weisberg 


