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Organization of. American • 
Historians „'encl, the ''S.ocietzr 
of AmericairArchiVists to 
study the 	.thet. the  Ar- 
chives here ,shó.ud be 
playing- •, 

It. is headed  
Boyd'. professor of history 

Princeton TJnlérsity edi-' 
tor of The Papers-et Thera:as 
Jefferson and a past .presV 
dent of the Historical Asst ,  
dation., 	•• 	 

The report,,said ' the 
group, ,15 ''the'product of a 
long-felt concern on the; 
part. of historians, archivists 

and informed citizens . . 
•"IC:. is grounded on the 

simple propesition that no 
nation can be said tó 'have' a :.  

prudent regard for its own 
'interest, or a 'civilized ne-
don-Fhope-  to rile to great- 

! wee, , if 	neglects. the., 
reaords, thaelire,-  indispens-
able tolhe orderlY conduct, 
of government and serve 
over tie centuries as the 
embodied' memory ,,of the 
aspirations 	echieve. 

• meats' of its people." :  

-33`SPeolfioallY,  the iirettp 
tacked implementation of .a 
Plan In 1949 that created 

pew machinery for admin. 
iitaring Federal records that 
placed the National Archives 

;establishment in a subordi- 
ate position. 	 , 
"The archival function of 

• appraisal of records for die- 
posal , or . for permanent' 
preservation is inseparable"-  

•,from , records management, 
said the report; • "and can 
only be performed by Pro-
fessional archivists, not by 
filing clerks." 

But, the group noted, the 
office of archivist has, in 

„almost cotriplete . disregard 
Of its relation to the'iritural  

heritage of a great nation,", 1, 

been , reduced t a bureau 
that merely has' charge Of . 1 

supplies and space: 
•. Asa result, important 

..:,docilients:,Suckr„as 
ntialirePort,'Oftlie - archivist.  
have lieen.  etrapPea; re,  
placed by "a few paragraphs 
or pageS subordinated r.to.  
extended accounts of bust-

, ness operations on lands, 
build in g s, transportation 
and suiPlies Withno. re- - 
gard to long-range',' policy, 
the .conzmietee concluded. 

77 
 

The appraisal". function s' of 1 

the Archives is so under- secretary of the Smithsonian 

staffed, the committee said, Institution. 
' that l "cannot possibly car- 	Un4er the group's pro-.: 
17 out its awesome responsi- paul, the archivist would be: 
Miry"' of identifying what is assisted by. a board-  of re-1  
valuablet among the , approxi- " gents composed . of 
mately 5 million cubic feet ,ing former Presidents; the 
of new records created each Attorney General; the ad-;, 

4..:40,eiatratorigc$44-thInPub-. 
The committee urged that • tic printere,"refiresdniathies 

the archivist be appointed of Congresa-  and the Judi; 
not by the ' head of GSA but :Clary, historians, records-
by- the President on the basis • management experts end 

- 	
T,'Publie members.  

tions,,to put the post on an 3  Until changes In thiszsys-,  
independent footing corn- tem are made, said the 
parable to that of the Libra- group,,  the  Archives will 
rian, of Congress and the,- continue ' to demonstrate 
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-*ewe AgencY •-• 	_ 
General Zekt Ituneralp cf.  the 
Turkish; Fare .,00,rce 
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jectives? through "the break-
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