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MEMORANDUM ~ March 9, 1964

TO: ’ Jzincr-Liebeler
£all-3elin

FROM: W. David Slawson

SUBJECT: Testimony of Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, recent Soviet
Defector . : '

The testlmony of Noscnko 1s contained in documents
carrying Commlission Nos. 434 and 451, insofar as we have
received information to date. Of special interest to your
sactions are the following statements by Nosenko 1in regard
to Oswald's markemanship: .

"Following President Kennedy!s assassination
Nosenko ascertained from Oswald's file that
he had had access to a gun which he used to
hunt game with fellow employees in the U.S.S.R.
He could not describe the gun used by Oswald
. but did remember that it was used to shoot
rabbits. Nosenko stated that Western news-
paper reports describe Oswald as an expert shot;
however, Oswald's file contained a statement .
from fellow hunters that Ocwald was an extremely
poor shot ané that it was necessary for persons
who aﬁcompanied him on hunts to provide him with ;
game. . ) . N

Noscnko purports to have been a high official in
the counter-intelligence division of the XGB, the Russian
Secret Police. He also purports to have been the person who
supervisced the examination and treatment of Lee Harvey Cswald
for the K@B, both when Oswald first entered Russia in 1959
and after the assassination of President Kennedy, when
Oswald!s file was reexamined by the KGB to determine whether
he had ever been used as an agent{ by that organization.
Nosenko states that the KGB at no time used Oswald as an
agent., o '
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OUL T2 Checking Nosenko's Reliabllity

, .

Yurl Nosenko, the reaccac Soviet. defector, has
tewtilied among other things thal he was ordered approxinrately
feuwr nours after the assassiration ofjPrecident Kennedy to
cazak cuv everything hic files contained on Leoc Osuald,
worzmiio mii In charge of the stafl in the ZL0 which ]
huadled Laorican defectors i Moscow an& therciore the fact
he wan cLlerted at this time ncaas that the Ruszoliaing srebably
Izasw ... Les Oswald came withain the category tihut uwould have
bogn i..ndled by Nosenko,

. L)

As a check on Nosenko's reliability we w:iuid like to
insw w.other the Russian officlals could reasonably ruve
niom within four hours after the assassination thav nLoe Harvey
U«n.2id nad been a defector toc Russia. We think that 17 is
sal2 To aszwne that the Russlans could know as soon o5 Thne neud
wes on fmer.iln radlo or perhaps even on T.V. becauss thoy ware
prooasiy monitoring our broadcasts at.this time.
cc: ¥, Rankin Chron File
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