" The UPI article which appeared
The Post’ May 31, page C8, under.th
headmg “U.s. Arc vist - Decries *De-:

- struction of Data”. does not . accurateﬁr‘g
reﬂect my views:.ar my’ testimony:ew:
{"fore the Senate’ Subcommittee om—lm‘:}

tergovernmental Relations. . W
Each year the:federal gowjemmentl

generates some-. six million' cubic feet™
% of records—enough:to fill the. Naﬁon‘aﬁ
Archives Building seyen times.. Most of:!
those records; fortunatelyﬂhave ‘onlyy iy
temporary, valyesfor.; the . govemmeqtr;
or for citizens. 1n this age of inexpe

sive ‘copying many records are merely
ﬁinformatiopal diiplicates of ¢ each"othexréﬁ
= Others contain"th scattered piec f
*» information; i

r
wtion that’ miight' be‘needed 'by. the ml
ernment, citizens; ¢ or future scholars
What istrue “of:the’ governmenf;-
. records in general id al§g true of ciassis!
fied records: there is' no more need-to:
'} preserve:the duplicative’ classxﬁed rec~
‘ ords than ‘there is to preserve compa.'
-rable "non-classified .records. - Indeed,
sound’ recards. madagement practicesA
and sound security practices: both’sug-
gest the desirability of destroying: sucn.
““‘useless: records” (as we. orice> calle
them}‘it ‘anearly moment s it sl
: Consequently, rather':than’ decryfiig'
3 thadestrucﬂonot g1 reeords;« -Lyaps
% .plaud it and encourage it Very wisely ¢
the Congress. has, provided legislatiqnz
» on such record disposal,’and de;l:ri.lc-a
tion takes.place, only after our. profes-
'sional”staff*has’ adsessed the"tatetial
: and recommended its disposal.. Saving
everytmng or_methodically, declass:,fx
exial .
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Dear Jim, Rhoads letter 4in today's Post s & perfect
redefining of 'memory hole." If you have not saved it
I heve. Note qspegially, » Saving evergihing or nethod~-

© decides what tb dostroy and when. T rissed the original
UPL May 31,08 story headed ), S.Archivist Decries
Destruction of Data." 6/15/74

I have written Arvin as you/Bud sugcested
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