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"For Sheer imsamity demontia, nothing is likely to exceed the public display of
emotion and curiosity around the Kennedy assassination," you say (7/24/8/1/94). .

Tor sheer ignorance, nothing iz likely to exceed this public display of, ideology
pretended te Le journalisme ERI

Any Présidential assassinatiion inevitably has the effect of a coup d'etat.

Why should thiu nol couse emotion and curiosity? Hore when the n(.tim w.s;s as
genwflely popular as JFK? h

But what has The Hedes-llation cver done to learn and report the established official
fact ol that assaseination? As distinguiched from the theories of officialdom and its sy-
cophants, non-conopiracy theories, or those of the motley crew that has exploited end com-—
mercialized the assassination :m:;ies, of c?gspiracy?

The uvnqueslionable but wmisrepresented ﬂggﬂ.fact leaves it without any question
at all that there was a conspiracy. _

This iz vithout any refubation of any ldind sqi‘t forth in my seven published books
on that assassination, all ignowed by E‘h_f_ Nation.

I further proved this, with the official fact and subject to the refutation never
sttempted by the government in several of my dozen of so FOIA lawsuwits by vidceh 1 obtained
about a thdrd of a .rIi.ll:L(ﬁ/\previomsly—x-rii;hheld reco:}(_ie. One led to f'bhg‘ 1974 amending of
I'OIA'e investigato [file:—; exemption to malke FBI, CIA and similar files accessible under it.
(Congressioncl Record 5/24/74, page S 9336)

With the assassinated President's sole surviving Lrother seeing to it that the legis—
l-;f-:ive hin{ry is cle r that also was not worthy of report;mg.

Uiile most of the available books do theorize conspiracyjlnone with more intended (is—
homesty tha® last yoars media event, Gerald Posner's knoa—:in?gly'mmistitled ;@gs_e Closed (see
iy current Case Q_gg_l;J vhen the truth and the established fagt - the official fact - is
readily available,it is an abdication of journalistic responaibilﬁto make sport about
that great tragedy that turned the world around and it is indecent for The llation to do
that, based on no more than its determined ignorance and ite\lild.ng for the official

iythologye

When lax Iolland and Kai Bird hegan their book on John McCloy and The Illation sent
them here, they sow the volume of offiecial information to wlhich they and all writing in
the field have aluays had unﬂupervﬁed. access but they cared about records on HcCloy
only. _ .

President Johnson vnd Counission Chairmen Earl Warren both belicved- there was a
con:piracy. As 1 hruught to .(lgg in my 1974 Whitewash IV Warren told his staff at his
firet meeting with it thet i& he had not taken the job he knew he should not havg it



"eould concei\rab]g lead the country into a war which could cost 40 million lives," That
without a conspiracy?

Tyo Commiszion members, Conservative Democrat R:L?Qard B, Russell of Geurgia’&nd Repub—-
lican John Sheiman Yooper of lentucky both absolutely disagreed with the basis of that
Commission's leport, its single-bullet theory, as I have also brought to light with copies
ol the records they loft and of which Russell, who encouraged my work until his dying
day, also told me.

The "dgyantia" is The lation's.

Harold Veisberg

/
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EDITORIALS.

Jui
he O. J. Simpson saga is not the most egregious ex-
ample of cultural lunacy fed by media hype: For
concentrated delirium, nothing matches the short,
sharp spasm over Baby Jessica in the well; and of

course the Lindbergh kidnapping some sixty years ago still
stands as the textbook case of a society gone mad over the
fate of an arbitrary celebrity. In these matters the foolishness
derives not from the overweening adoration of celebrity, but
its arbitrariness.

cing the News

“* For sheer dementia, nothing is likely to exceed the public dis-
play of emotion and curiosity around the Kennedy assassina-
tion; but then the sudden, violent death of that President was
bound to have an enormous impact on American life. The
Simpson story is gruesome and gripping, but it is essentially
empty of meaning for all but the poor souls involved. Of course
the hype artists insist that the “silver lining” of the cheap
melodrama is the attention i it focuses on spousal abuse. But’
that’s like saying the meaning of the Kennedy assassination
was in the issue of presidential security. Simpson was a third-
string celebrity whose great fall (if it comes to that) affects
no one but his alleged victims and the good folks at Hertz.




