11/23/88

Dear lr. Navasky,

If I were able to search fmmlose a copy of the CIA record I refer to.
It states that Rpbert Eennedy was surpri 0 learn of the attempts to kill Lastro
and of its alliance with the mafia in this and ordered that no such things ever
be undersaken at least without consultation with him.

The general I refer to is Gavin but because I am not now physically able to
search for the tape, of an interview I conducted at the annual ABA meeting at

the Shoreham for Authors Roundtable, I do not mention his name.

Sincerely, _
1 gave my copies of these rentagon Harold Vieisberg
releases to the prescnt general counsel Sl
MA HAROLD
of Lucas Films when he was a student 7627 OLD RECENVER RD

quwmm MADD
researching the cold war.

His name is Haward Hoffman if this
interests you. ‘% copies werc fron the Wash. Post bt I think the N.Y.Times

index would list them.



Frederick, hd. 11/23/88

andrew Lopkind's version of "J Ju.Kis Legac_y‘i'-" fails to rucognize the drastic change
in his policies beginning with the 1962 miaq:l.o crisis and is wrong in its sneering
reference to the 1963 american Qniversity speech, which states his hope for those
changad pdliciea.

Such things as the first step toward detente, the limited teat-ban* agreement;
cancelling some military contracts, iWeluding for Rlue Streak nri.abghes for Yritain;
stating the new policy of refusing to recognize military dictatorshipa that ovethrew

democratically elected governmehTs, as in the Dominican erublic;

secret—correspondence with itils KTTuschey;—whieh—t=-not likely antugeniesie—fron
its—dength slope;( and ordering our withdrawal from Vietnam, are hardly what
Eopkind refers to as "from the first, hard cold war" policies.

His little-remembered change in Vietnam policy was announced by the Pentagon
shorlly berore he wes assassinated and the ruverted and expanded policy was announcedf
by it shortly after his assassination. That he had called his generals in, one by
one, and explained to them that Vietnam was a political problem and political problems
are not susceptible of military solutions was confirmed to me by one of thoﬂ/generala
in 1967

"Phe brutal and self-defeating devastation of Vietnam" was begun by the
Eisenhowuxhnvlflles—ﬁimn adninistration, was inherited by Kennédy. and was made really
bloody by Johnson and Nixon, not by kennedy.

It is not reasonable to prate that Kennedy "neve)(gm'iaped the possibilities of
Hikita Khruschev's reforms" when it is a fact that these two leadera had an extensive
exchange of shill-sccret communications, hardly on either part "a hard cold war"

exchange. . /U, aﬂl«

It is the fkction of' those who hated him and those who were xEspousible for
Ahar Thas wtd o phitg,, oo 0

"the plots of assasain.ttlon of Castro rnet—*mtedﬁ,_.ﬁ!om dprecords disclosed to me.

Does anyoneé really believe that once the Kennedy brothers were dead the CIA would
admit undertoking those adventures on its own?



