6/4/73

Dear Mr. Hash,

Everyone makes a bigh thing of "tell 1t as it is" but prefers it as it isn't.
In the assassinations field this is quite conspbuous. I have learned that the least
welcoms is reality.And those not prepared by background or the enormous amount of hard
work required to comprehend what the reality is wind up resenting what they are told
and those who tell it.

M this introduction, I say Ian't in good conacience be part of your project,
tis ™ z'xlong foature article on Penn Jones" or some other assassination
nﬂﬁn;;lhaventnoe&memhaabmnatrmd:mmrnowingoftheubemrym
on this subject. It mskes everyono stinlk,

All the attention glven to ths nuts mid their paranoid writing and speakin:; has
destroyed everyone's credibility. :

I suggest that you don't kmow enough Af you think youmn write "en objective study
of the man and his mission” unless you intend to defame hime. That I will not do, much
a3 1 have caupe,

Bann has becows paranoid. le secs conapireoy in fleecy clouds. Everyone who thinks
other than hw dous ia some kind of federal agent.l have had this experiemce, s I have
with his parenoia. The net result of his many excessea is that our credibility is
gone wherever his garbage has been seen by opinioneiniluencers and had some of the
projects of which he was part succesdod, we 'd be worse off than we are.

This may seem strong to you, but you'll have to take it or leave it because I work
{00 long a day to ‘cx:vemd'overcme your lack of knowledge where you so clearly have a
personal opinion that can't be oonon both solid fact and rational analysis. It is
Xk not that ‘em iu hedther pe: nor brave. I liked him very uuch before I met him
and moxe aftor I dld. He has no monopoly on porsonal courage, either in this field or
as the editor of a sriall weckly.

The thing for widoh he is best kuow, the uysteriousdeaths, is an example if you
oan umake a dispussbonate analysis. Uen all those deaths be sinister? I stopped telling
hin of those of wideh I learaed because he became so irrationsl and extreme. be has
taken a logitimate qusation snd uade remsonable and rational examiuation of it an
dmpossibdlity for those who control what pueople read and think,

Horsover, his "investigations” are nightmares and generally pon-eod gtent, One txdp
to Dullas I took him around with me, The nunber of people he hadn t oven spoken to was
as’cowuling.Ifomdnosinglaonewmillingtotalk,tomandalﬁbu@xatotalstrmger,
had no trouble finding those Penn and others couldn . And didn ¢, Noxeover, I dm't
know of anything he has done that can be called an Investigatiofi, not honestlye

There remains what should not be publicizod, a fiction, that he has done this great
thing, He s on m the scene, had means, and has done nothing of any real value of which
I know. Ho is great for setting wuncontrolled imaginations wx soaring out of sight and
he vas great for turning off those who haé information we could use.

Those pf you who have idoas of your own $o begin with and lack the Jmowledge for
any diopassionate assesmment are taken by the atiention he has gotten, vhich mas never
warranted by anything he did in this field. He is a public-relations sreation, not an
investigntor. It and the fact that long ago be aossed that thin line into irrationality
are great tragedies, because he was a great guy.

So, I tellyoucandidlyﬂmtifwuraucceedinselunganarﬂ.cleon%nntoany
publication, you will have succeeded in doing a great disservice to the work to which
Jyou say you arc devoteds If you do something of which you could not be ashamed,a



dofamation will result, If you do the kind of plece you have in mind, you will do
serionsninjuxry to beal work on the subject and you will further reduce the slight

. eredibility that remning to seriousnworkers as a consequence of ¢.hose who have be

80 loudly irrational and factually so wrong.

Or, I hope you will forget it., If you really knew emough to wite about the
asssassingtion you'd never have thought of ks projects

Sturgist we know toc Jittle about hdm. We know that he was one of the current
geatapo and became antd-Castro. Almost anything clse is conjecture at this point.
There is more that will mrobably oome out, but whether this will deal with the
assasaination o whother hs had any cennection, no matier how remote, is a question,
It is my recollection that his sole ggtablished connection is with the investigation
of the assassination, not the orine 1f. He wee asked about souwe rumors about
Oswald being in tho Miani area. if as you seom to say you know of the fact
that puts him in asdsociation with Ferrie and Ogwald 1t is wimown to me and I wounld
certainly like to sae ite

There is something soing on in Houston now that interests me much, the grand
Jury investigation of the Hexlecan Watergate money, 1'd apireciate any news stories
on this you could senid mas The papers hereabouts hiave eariied only thn roport that
there is such an investigation.

I anticipate you will not welcome what I have aaid aboui Pemn aud your projecte.
However, I owe you and tho work honesty. I have told it to you the way it really ise

There will never be any possibility of getting the truth accepted if thereis not
an gnd to all this jourmalistic trash. The most recent exanple is that raving maniacal
crook Skolnick and his wild end entively unsuprorted charges sbout the plene crash da
which E. Howard Hunt's wife was killed. This plays inbo the hands of thoseo wio went
and csuse evil and dustroys oredibility of any questioning. There arw ample grounds
for questioning, but with a Skolnick to pel attention with the paranois, who will
touch that aroa? The Weshington Post just did two large ariciles efiectively laying his
stuff % in a belated grave. But lda hwt goes narfhing one Ho has lafd the Lesis for
elininating guv questions about the craghe

Emocuse the haste sl the typon.

Sinw.l‘ely 9

Harolid Welsherg
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May 30, 1973

Mr, Harold Weisberg

Route 8

01ld Receiver Road
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

I hope that you will remember me--in 1968 I was active in the
Virginia Beach area in pressing for re-investigation of JFK's
assassination; in 1972 I wrote to you in relation to a lecture
I was giving on assassination questions in New Bern, N. C.
(You very kindly replied.)

Now I am in the process of a long feature article on Penn Jones,
Jr., editor, as you know, of the Midlothian Mirror. I am writing
to a number of established critics of the Warren Report in hopes
of garnering a comprehensive viewpoint of Penn and his work. The
article will be an objective study of the man and the mission to
which he has so passionately dedicated himself for a decade., I
hope to publish the piece in the fall, either in the Times Sunday
Magazine, Esquire, Playboy, or one of several other national maga-
zines.

I would very much appreciate hearing from you on the subject of
Penn Jones--no heclds barred, naturally.

I would also be most interested in your reaction to the Watergate
scandal as it may relate to some of your own investigations. I
have recently been re-reading Oswald in New Orleans, and am es-
pecially concerned with any data you may have relative to the
Oswald/Ferrie/JFK-related activities of Watergate burglar Frank
Sturgis.

Thank you very much for considering my requests. I hope you and
your family are well, and that you are still actively concerned
with this great question that has affected us all so much,

Sincirely,

Harry Nash
1126 Berthea St., #16
Houston, Texas 77006



