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dined to his present unhappy concilticei. The former 
valiant soldier who had sustained wounds on three occa-
sions in defense of his Country had become so completely 
altered that he announced himself in open court to be a 
Communist. He had made on 
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28 January 1970 
Washington, D.C. 

An editor of a trade journal, whom I first net while on 

an intelligence assignment in Latin America, has urged me 

for some time to make public the facts dealing with my 

involvement in a conspiracy to murder the late Chief 

Executive, John F. Kennedy, in 1963 and the circumstances 

surrounding my arrest and imprisonment in the United States 

and East Germany. 	For reasons that are more personal than 

advisable I can think of little else that I would like to do 

better. 	But with the copious amount of documentation and 

background material on hand, that I feel should be adduced 

to in any valid treatise of the subject, it would require 

writing no less than a tome, an undertaking for which I am 

hardly qualified. 	Then, too, there is a growing skepticism 

on my part concerning the kind of reception that a topic of 

this sort would elicit from a society long since inured to 

violence, corruption and injustice. 	Still, after over six 

years of relative silence, I've decided that I must say 

something about all this, if only to answer the lies and 

distortions concocted about me in the press. 	Thus, I have 

compiled this small booklet, a throwaway, which may be 

easily discarded at the whim of the realer. In it I've 

taken the liberty to set forth a reproduction of one of the 

least sanitized references to my cese that has appeared in 

the news media, an article printed last rummer in the 

OVERSEAS FAMILY, a weekly tabloid catering to U.S. service-

men in Europe. I have utilized this particular article as a 

vehicle to tell a bit of my side of the story by writing an 

addendum to it. 

R. C. Nagell 
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`I want to find my children' 
Ex-Army spook who fingered Oswald claims Uncle Sam hides his family I by Thomas CLucey 
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UNCLE SAM has given Richard Case 
Nagell three Purple Hearts — one 

earned on Christmas Day — and a medal 
for heroism in combat. 

But what this ex-Army counterspy and 
alleged CIA undercoverman wants is that 
Uncle keep a promise to locate his wife 
and two small children. 

The 38-year-old former officer hasn't 
seen them since 1963. 

Officials inside the Federal Govern-
ment — most likely FBI and CIA agents 
— know where they ore and deliberately 
isolated him from his family, the tall, lean 
chain-smoker claims. 

Nagell become separated from his 
Japanese-born wife Mitsuko Takahashi 
and their children, Teresa, now 9, and Ro-
bert, now 8, when he was arrested for 
robbing an El Paso, Tex., bank in Sep-
tember 1963. 

He staged the robbery and immedi-
ately surrendered to the police, Nagell 
claims, because he hod refused to kill 
Kennedy-assassin Lee Harvey Oswald and  

was afraid he would be killed himself. 
The ex-Army captain was convicted of 

the crime and sent to Leavenworth, but 
Mrs. Nagel! was never told when he was. 

Since then Nagell hos been written 
about in national American magazines 
and has worked his way inside a politi-
cal prison in Communist East Germany 
for the CIA. 

Two major magazines intimated that 
Nagell had been insane. 

New Orleans district attorney Jim Gar-
rison allegedly interviewed Nagel! three 
times in his controversial probe of what 
he called the plot to kill Kennedy. 

However, despite all the publicity 
about Nagell, no public mention has 
been made of his charges that: 

• FBI special agents who questioned 
Mrs. Nagel! about her husband while he 
was in prison said they didn't know 
where he was; 

• The CIA used the promise of reunit-
ing Nagel! with his family as port of the 
incentive for him to undertake a one-mon 

CIA assignment inside East Germany. 
Nagel] come to Europe in February 

1969 on a hunch that the path to his fam-
ily started in West Berlin. In Zurich he was 
almost killed, he says. In Barcelona, he 
was watched. And in West Berlin he was 
attacked in a side-street bar by two 
strangers — one of whom hod been fol-
lowing him for two days — and hit on 
the top of his head so hard a molar 
cracked in half. 

Fearing that the next attacker might 
murder him and reassured that the Gov-
ernment would finally keep its promise 
this time, Nagel' flew home to the United 
States. 

Now he's back where he started in 
1963 — when he tipped off the FBI that 
Oswald was planning to assassinate Pres-
ident Kennedy. 

Working through a source with access 
to documents on the Nagel! case, The 
FAMILY has been able to reconstruct this 
incredible story of the spy who couldn't 
come in from the cold. 

ICHARD CASE 
Nagell first went 
to work for the 
CIA as an in-
formant in Au-
gust 1002. 

"Some publications have  
Identified him as a CIA agent,-  
the FAMILY source said. "But 
Nagell never claimed to be a 
CIA agent For the year that 
he worked off and on for the 
CIA the first time, he was 
never told what he was Built 
was In the capacity of an in-
vestigator or Informant." 

Nagel] had a good back-
ground for Investigative and 
undercover assignments. 

In the Army, he was a CIC 
captain who worked In field of-
fices in the Untied States and 
with the then super hush-hush 
Field Operations Intelligence to 
Japan and Korea. 

He had made captain with a 
battlefield commission during 
the Korean War at the age of 
22 — possibly the youngest man 
to earn that distintlion. Nagell 
served two volunteer combat 
loon as an infantryman In Ko-
rea, signing up for the second 
as soon as he returned to the 
States from the first. It was In 
Korea that he won the Bronze 
Star and three Purple Hearts. 

During a subsequent tour in 
the Far East with the CIC and 
FOL Nagel! met and married 
his Japanese wife In the opens 
of 1959 Being married to a 
foreign national meant an 
automatic removal from intel-
ligence work so Naga. decided 
to leave the Army. 

For two years he was a Cal-
ifornia state special investiga-
tor. working on fraud cases and 
liquor violations. 

In the summer of 1052 he lett 
that Job to work for the CIA. 

His last assignment was to 
penetrate the Fair Play for 
Cuba Committee, where he met 
Oswald. Nagell also briefly in-
vestigated Oswald's Rutslan-
born wife Marisa. 

Nagel] considered Oswald 
Intelligent, "but some right-
wingers were using him by 
feeding his ego. They made 
him think he was a big man. 
important. Oswald himself was 
definitely a left-winger, lean-
ing toward Mao or maybe even 
Castro. He wasn't pro-Moscow. 
He hated the Russians. 

"And when Oswald laid he 
was going to do something, you 
knew he meant it" 

In September Oswald told 
Nagell, "We will kill hlm be-
fore the month is out." 

The "we," according to Na-
gell, were Oswald and two Let-
Ins — possibly Cubans — who 
belonged to anti-Castro organ-
isations in the United Stites. 
"Him" was President Kennedy. 

Knell reported the threat to 
a man known only as Bob, his 
CIA contact. According to The 
FAMILY'. source, •Nagell'a In-
structions were to take care of 

Oswald. He told him he was an 
intelligence man. not a killer, 
and he couldn't kill Oswald,  

"Threat. were made to Na-
gell which tndtcated to him that 
he had better do what he had 
been Instructed to do. 

"Instead, he wrote about 
Ormald's assassination plans to 
FBI director .1. Edgar Hoover 
in Washington. Hoover didn't 
reply, but Nolte] didn't expect 

him to_ He wanted that letter 
as a matter of record. 

"After Nagell' tip, the FBI 
questioned Oswald and re-
leased him as not being a 
danger or a threat." 

Two months later Nagell 
heard the assassination news 
bulletin on the radio "The FBI 
screwed up!" he explained. 
"That was Oswald" This was 
before there wee any public 
mention of Oswald. 

"After the assassination the 
FBI tried to clean their skirts," 
The FAMILY was told. "FBI 
agents Instated to Nagell that 
he hadn't told them this about 
Oswald or that about Oswald. 
But he had." 

By this time Nagell was in 
Leavenworth penitentiary. 

On Sept. 20. 1963, six days 
before what Nagel' thought 
was to be the neaassinetIon 
date, he went into an El Paso 
bank, shot one bullet into the 
ceiling and waited outside to  

be arrested. He expected to be 
held briefly for discharging a 
firearm on Federally Insured 
property. By that time the as-
sassination would be over and 
he'd be safe. 

Apparently Nagel] fell police 
custody would keep him safe 
from the CIA and from the 
assassin. He feared the CIA 
because he didn't "take care 
of" Oswald. He feared the 

assassins because he might be 
considered one of them.  

But the police held Nagell 
longer than six days.  

He was tried twice, in May 
1964 and September tsee. for 
attempted robbery with force 
and violence and sentenced to 
the maximum of 10 years.  

was bum-rapped," Retell 
complained. 

'The court Instructed that 
any attorneys retained by his 
relatives would have to come 
under the supervision and 
control of court-appointed 
attorneys," Th. FAMILY'■ 
source said. 9n effect, this de-
nied him counsel of his choice 
all during prison." 

As prisoner A-1.32S6-L, Ha-
gen was allowed to write to 
only his sister and • friend. 
He couldn't get an explan-
ation why he wasn't allowed 
mail from or to his wife and 
children. "They don't explain 
to you in Leavenworth peril- 

tentiary," the source smiled. 
"All you have to do is be 
there." 

The source continued: 
"in 1966 Nagell's sister 

wrote that the had had a 
letter from his wife. She 
wanted to know where her 
husband was and why hadn't 
she beard from him. 

"Here is the sticky part. In 
Mn. Hagen. letter she said 

the FBI had questioned her a 
few days before about her hus-
band's activities In the Army. 
The FBI knew where Nagel] 
was but didn't tell his wife." 

The letter had been sent 
from • Hollywood post office 
box and Hoge]] tried unsuc-
cessfully to trace it after he 
got out of Leavenworth. 

On April 29, 1066, after 4'4 
years in prison, Nagell was re-
leased after he had won an 
acquittal on appeal and flew 
to New York_ 

"We pulled a lot of 'trine* 
to get your freedom," said • 
man who met Nagell when he 
landed at Kennedy Airport. 
The man and his nontalking 
partner gave Nagell $500 in 
120 bills. "More will come 
where this comes froth" the 
unidentified man promised. 
"We appreciate your cooper-
ation in prison." 

To this day." the source 
told The FAMILY. "Nagell 

Copyright 1969, Thomas C. 
Lucey. Reproduction in whole 
or in part strictly prohibited 
without the prior written per- 

U mission of the author, 

Richard Nagell: a self-deluded crank or 



CAST OF CHARACTERS: 
Richard Nagell was ques-
tioned by Now Orleans 
D.A. Jim Garrison because 
Nagell claims he lingered 
Kennedy assassin lee Har-
vey Oswald while working 
for the CIA. Flagon also 
says U.S. Government offi-
dais isolated him from his 
two children after the as-
sassinatIon. 
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still has not got the money 
promised him for his Im-
prisonment In the United 
States." 

In New York Retell kept an 
appointment with a CIA offi-
cial he knew only as Buehel. 
The CIA official told Nagel] he 
had heard that his wife had di-
vorced him while he was In 
Leavenworth,  

'II might be true," the source 

noted. "but wouldn't it be nice 
for Nagell to know for sure. 
He assumes his children are 
still with his wife." 

Nagell met Buehel to be 
briefed for another CIA assign-
ment. 

Why did he go back in the 
CIA? 

"11 was the only practical 
thing for him to do," the 
source said. 'because of his 
financial situation" 

Almost a month to the day 
after he arrived In New York 
Nagel' jetted to Zurich 

"During his last week of 
discussions with Bushel and 
another man in New York," 
The FAMILY's source said, 
"i1 was Nagell's understanding 
that he was to have himself 
arrested by East German 
authorities All he had to do 
was buy • train ticket from 
Zurich. Switzerland, to East 
Berlin. The train would go  

through East Germany and he 
would be arrested: 

"The main objective of his 
Imprisonment was twofold' 
One concerned • U.S naval 
officer who had allegedly de-
fected and Nolen had to Lind 
out if he was there. But his 
main purpose was to get as 
much information as possible 
on techniques of interrogation 
and methods of treatment of 

the MIS Meat German Ministry 
for State Security)." 

Everything went according 
to the CIA's plan — up to I 
Paint. 

In Zurich, Nagel] reported to 
his CIA contact in the Ameri-
can Coneulate General. About 
the only thing the CIA agent 
seems to have said to Nagel' 
was to ask him the train com-
partment number on his reser-
vation. Nagell told him. No 46. 

Early in the morning of 
June 10. 1965. around 12:30 
a m. to I :30 a.m., Nagell's train 
stopped alter crossing the East 
German border, 

"He could hear people get 
an the train and clomp down 
the alale, directly to his com-
partment." the source said. 

'There were two men in uni-
form and two men in clvillen 
clothes. They asked Nava for 
his passport—by name. Then 
they naked for his transit visa. 
He didn't know what they  

were talking about So they 
took him elf the train because 
he didn't have a valid transit 
vise. 

`They drove to Erfurt tan 
East German rite', where Na-
gel was held for three days in 
• safe house Is private home 
used as a cover for intelligence 
purpose[). There some men in 
civilian clothes questioned 
Nagell 

"Next he was driven to en 
East Berlin political prison for 
extensive Interrogation They 
accused him of espionage and 
said they were going to try 
him. 

"Nagell had been told that if 
he was In East Germany for 
over three months, his release 
would be effected by the agen-
cy 1CIA), but he was not told 
how. On his own he started to 
play crazy because he was 
there over four and a half 
months and he began to think 
there was another reason for 
his being there He telt the 
CIA had deserted him and 
that, quite frankly, he had 
been sent to Germany to gel 
him out of sight or to gel rid 
of him 

"He was released on October 
23. He didn't know he was go-
ing to be released until he was 
taken out of prison and driven 
to a Berlin checkpoint Identi- 

lied to him as Sandkmig-
bruerke " 

Waiting to meet Nigel'. were, 
according to the source: 

• Andor Xlay. head of the 
Eastern Affairs Section of the 
U.S. Mission In Berlin; 

• Wolfgang Vogel, • well-
known East Berlin lawyer who 
participated on the Feb. 10, 
1262.exchange of Soviet master 
spy Col Rudolf Abel and A-
merican U2 pilot Francis Gary 
Powers and other spies and 
accused spies: 

• Ricey S New, a wealthy 
Washington lawyer, supposed-
ly "a representative — not a 
member—of the CIA': 

• Bruce A. Flails, head of 
the U.S. Berlin Mission's 
public safely section, allegedly 
"a longtime CIA member—and 
Flatin is not his real name"; 

• Dr. Kept — now Mall 
George Raymond Bablneau, a 
psychiatrist at the U.S Army 
hospital In Berlin, who ap-
peared in civilian clothes, and 

• An unidentified roan 
Nagel] was driven to the 

U.S Mission at 110 Clay Allee 
and interviewed by Babineeu 
"That was probably because 
Nagell had played crazy with 
the East Germans." the source 
said 

Washington lawyer New was 
also present. 

"Somebody brought Nagell 
a cup of coffee," the source 
continued. 'Nobody else had 
coffee. NegeD drank a emelt 
portion of his coffee. It was 
black but It taeled more bitter 
than ordinary coffee. Approxi-
mately five minutes later he  

began feeling sleepy and 
thought he was under the In-
fluence at a drug He went to 
the bathroom and looked at 
his eyes in a mirror. They were 
almost pinpoints and he was 
feeling exceedingly sleepy. 

"Bark in the room he asked, 
'Old anybody put something 
in my coffee?' 

"Dr. Babineau said no; New 
said nothing. Nagell began to 
feel so sleepy he had to oc-
casionally stand up to stay a-
wake. Finally, he asked to be 
examined by a civilian psydsi-
atrist it there was any ques-
tion of his sanity. 
-No: the doctor said, 'as far 

as I'm concerned you're free 
to go.' 

-New spoke to the doctor In 
a corner — the doctor kept 
shaking his head no — and 
then New told Negell, 'I think 
you ought to leave for the 
United States. The German 
newspapers are going to pick 
this thing up any moment and 
might want to talk to you T 
don't think you should talk to 
them ' 

"Nagell said he wanted to go 
back to Zurich first to pick up 
his belongings — to be tenet, 
certain documents In a sate de-
posit box. Nagell keeps records, 
plenty of them - 

When Nagell was driven to 
Tempelhof Airport. New ac-
companied him and walled un-
til he boarded the plane. Some 
time during their talk New 
asked Nagell about his disabil-
ity—Nagell was getting • 60 
percent disability for service- 

iConlieued on Next Pape) 

the victim of dagger-in-the-back CIA tactics? 
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or three days. Nage!! had fold 
him he wanted the search for 
Ms family to be agreed upon 
before he returned to the 
States. 

Twice Nagell called New'. 
room at the Berlin Hilton. First 
New was "unavailable,' then 
he had checked out for the U.S. 
(Later, back in Washington, 
New allegedly explained 11 had 
been "unadvisable" to go to Zu-
rich because the East Germane 
might have tapped its phone 
and he didn't want them to 
know Nagell was there Nagell 
didn't buy that.) 

With New not showing up to 
discuss the search for his fami-
ly, Nagel) violated his instruc-
lions and went to the consulate 
for help. 

On his first visit Nagel! found 
"they had a classified file on 
him and knew he had been in 
East Berlin," the source con-
tinued_ "But he refused to an-
swer questions about his im-
prisonment and told them about 
New's promise. 

"The next time, he told the 
consulate he was angry that he 
ham not heard Scum New and 
that if he didn't get help he was 
going to the news media This 
is when he was offered State 
Department help in locating hts 
family — predicated on his 
early return to the United 
States. Nagel agreed and flew 
back to New York.' 

In New 	Nagell waited 
ablest two or three week' to 
bear from the State Dept_ When 
he didn't he contacted a State 
Dept. agency in New York and 
Was allegedly told that a letter 
would be sent to Weshireffon 

"That was the Last time Na-
gel] heard from them,' the 
source said. "He never received 
a copy of the letter to Washing-
ton, as premised, and they were 
always unavailable when he 
called.' 

Meanwhile. Nagell was see-
ing New In Washington end 
called in person at the Stale 
Dept 

"They told him that the 
State Department didn't have 
the facilities in search for the 
children," the source said, "but 
an account of the circumstances 
surrounding the [kW and 'be-
reuse one of our employes ap-
parently made a promise in Zu-
rich,' they would conduct a 
search for his children and de-
termine whether hr was mar-
ried or divorced. 

"He never heard from them 
again. When tie called they 
were quote unevallabte un-
quote." 

Through a lawyer in New's 
office, described as a luxurious 
suite visited by Pentagon of-
ficers in civilian clothes. Nevi.] 
got an appointment at the VA 
for 'a-two-and-a-hall-minute 
physical with his clothes on," 
according to the source. "Two 
hours later he was awarded a 
100 percent disability allow-
ance for a nervous condition. 

"Nagel! went back to New 
and told him they wanted to 
tag hen (Nagel)) with a nervous 
condition to destroy its crecil-
bllity." 

For good reason. Nagell wor-
ried that a nervous condiLlect 
might be used to tag him at a 
nut who didn't know what he 
wes talking about. 

In July 1440, while Nagell 
was in the Communist prison, 
Edward Jay Epstein, author of 
a book on the Warren Com-
mission, wrote an article in 
the New Yorker magazine at-
tacking New Orleans District 
Attorney Jim Garrison's in-
vesfigatton of the Kennedy a-
sassination  

"another witness found In the 
mail (of crank letters, publitity 
seekers and bogus opal ... an 
inmate of a Federal institution 
for the criminally Insane in 
Springfield. Mice ... court 
records indicated that Nagell 
had suffered brain damage In 
an airplane crash In 1057." 

Nagell's rebuttal:.  
• He was tent to the U.S. 

Medical Center for Federal 
Prisoners in Springfield to 
determine whether he could 
stand trial and when he was 
up for parole; 

• On each occasion he was 
found mentally competent; 

• in 1954 Inot in 19571 he 
was the only survivor of a 
B52 crash at Baltimore's 
Friendship Airport Mat in 
Cambodia, as reported in Ram-
parts rnegazint by former FBI 
agent William W. Turner); 

• After hospitalization he 
returned to Army Intelligence 
School, received a top secret 
clearance and was assigned to 
the CIC; 

• A June 17, 101349, psychiatric 
report from the Springfield 
Medical Center staled there 
was no "evidence or finding 
suggestible of brain damage." 

All this runaround In 
Washington convinced Nagell 
that no one in the States was 
going to help hen find his 
family. lie decided to return 
to Europe. 
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In Zurich 
someone 
tried 
to kill him 

asemensmemigneurmmemes 

On Feb. 21 of title year he 
flew from Mexico City to 
&oath But the vice-consul who 
hod promised State Dept. help 
Iasi fall was no longer there. 
Nagell asked for the man he 
claimed to be the CIA station 
&def. He, too. was gone. 

Sent to the consulate's pelitl-
eat section. Nagell told them 
of the promises he'd been 
given and threatened to go to 
Swiss newspapers about a 
CIA agent in Bern. the Swiss 
capital. 

"A member of the consulate 
asked Nagell to give them two 
weeks and telexed Washing-
ton," the source said. "But then 
one night there was an at-
tempt on Nagell's Me and he 
left for Barcelona the next 
day_ 

"There he contacted the U.S. 
Consulate General and told 
them why he had left Zurich 
and asked that Zurich's reply 
faim Washington be sent to 
Barcelona. 

"Nagell was in Barcelona for 
two weeks. But then he real-
ized he was being watched and 
left to see an ex-Army intelli-
gence officer at the American 
Embassy in Madrid. 

-Again he stayed for two 
weeks. The embassy gave him 
no malefaction, not even telling 
him what Washington had 
said. So he decided to go back 
to Berlin where this thing 
started and made serve prom-
ises to himself — one of them 
being that if hr didn't find his 
difictren he would go to the 
newt media." 

He was referred to Andor 
Klay and Bruce Flatln, Iwo of 
the men who had met Nagell 
when he came from East 

Kenneth Hill In the pinyon 
section. 

'A week Or two later.' the 
source continued. -they finally 
VII confirmation from Washing-
ton that they had been unable 
to locate Nagell's children so 
let but were continuing their 
efforts. 

"So he finally agreed to go 
beds to the States as long as 
the State Department was con-
tinuing their efforts." 

Painting out that he had 
spent a great deal of his money 
'running around," Nagell asked 
for Government transportation 
home and was refused. 

On April 10 or 20 Nagell real-
ized he was under surveillance. 

"Around 10:30 on the night 
of April 22, Nagel! was walk- 
ing down Kurtuerstendamm 
when he lost his tall," the 
source continued. "They just 
disappeared. He didn't try to 
lose them_ 

"Nagell then went down a 
aide street and into a small res-
taurant with a bar. 

"He ordered a beer and was 
standing at the bar, talking to 
a guy on his right, when he 
saw the door open and two 
men came directly toward him 

-Nagel was getting ready to 
tell the men he didn't speak 
German when he saw one pies 
something out of his pocket 
and swing at him. Nagel] 
turned and was hit on the hack 
of the head." 

Pollee took Nagel to the 
Aibredit Addlies Hos pi t a 1. 
When he told the Germans he 
thought he had been hit by 
the CIA, they called an 
American from the CID, a 
British representative feta-
perently the side street was In 
the British Sector) and a mem-
ber of the Berlin political 
police." 

Around midnight Nagell 
went to the U.S Mission and 
asked for Hill in the passport 
section. Instead, he got the 
Army staff duty officer and a 
MC seen,- 

"He gave his bloody shirt 
and T-shirt in a bag to the 
CIC agent," the source said. 
"and told him to give It to Hill 

—If something happens to 
me.' he told the agent, 'the 
respontibility is going to be 
pinned because I'm going to 
the papers.' 

"Bade in his hotel, Nagel 
was worried that he was going 
to be killed." 

In the morning he went to 
the Army hospital and then to 
Hill in the consulate. 

-Hill had the bloody cloth-
ing. 'You must get out of 
Berlin,' he told Nagell. 'We 
cannot give you protection 
here. The German pollee think 
it's either mistaken identity or 
the MIS,' 

'Last night I thought some-
body wanted to kill me,' Nagell 
replied 'Now I take It as (only) 
a warming.'" 

(Leter. Hill told The FAMILY 
he considered Nagel] merely 
-a private American citizen 
traveling abroad-" He added: 
"Ninety-nine and a half per-
cent of his story In fantasy." 
1-1111 confirmed that he had re-
ceived Nagell's bloody clothing 
and that Nagell had tome to 
him with a stitched-up head 
wound. But hr would only 
say that the attack "la his 
story, not that I have any 
other story about it") 

But shortly after thst Nagel/ 
was placed on orders as an 
ambulatory patient and sent on 
the Berlin duty train lei Frank-
furt. His orders also put him 
On a military flight back to the 
States. 

That's where he apparently 
ix now. 

But he still &Mane know If 
he's married- or divorced and 
the whereabouts of his chil- 
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connected injuries — and New 
promised him help In getting a 
disability retirement. 

"But," the sourer added. New 
also told Nagell: ''Of course, 
this (offer of help in getting a 
disability retirement{ is pred-
icated on your staying away 
from the news media.'" 

On the afternoon flight to 
Stuttgart Nagell fell asleep, 
convincing him that he had 
been given a drug or a bar-
biturate. 

Because of fog he didn't get 
to Zurich until 4 am and he 
was feeling extremely skit," the 
source said. "He rested for a 
few hours and went to the U.S 
Consulate General. New had 
told him lo slay away from the 
consulate in Zurich because 
they will question you and 

seed It to Washington.' Nagell 
couldn't understand New's rest-
sprang, but he went to the 
consulate to get a doctor, not to 
tell them about Berlin. He was 
drastically side and wanted a 
doctor. He thought he was dy-
ing.' 

Referred to a civilian doctor, 
Nagell was told "he had been 
given an overdose el Seeanal, 
a most potent sleeping drug.' 

Nagell was sick for about six 
days. 

Meanwhile, he was also wall-
ing to hear from New, who had 
promised to phone him in two 
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Epstein described Nagell as Berlin, end eventually to a dren. 
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Texas on 20 September 1963, I was employed by the Agency in a capacity which can be accurately described as that of an agent, in every sense of the word. My assignments varied and necessitated travel to three Latin American nations and many states, including ' the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 	They also necessitated my taking on cover employment for one week in New York and for about ten weeks in Los Angeles, though usually I posed as a tourist, an investigator for the Immigration & Naturalization Service or as a researcher for a private firm, the appropriate credentials being furnished to me by the CIA. 	To sum it up briefly, I operated in Mexico City at the onset of the Cuban Missile Crisis in an effort aimed chiefly at the Soviet government; I conducted inquiries relative to "dissident" members of several Cuban refugee groups based in the United States; I checked out an alleged connection between a Miami rerident named Eladio Del Valle and New Orleans CIA informant Sergio Arcacha-Smith; I investigated an associate of the now deceased right-wing extremist David W. Ferris of New Orleans, as I did the activities of left-wingers Vaughn L. Snipes and his wife, Priscilla, near Venice, California, and others; I conducted a surveillance on a man, said to have been an ex-CIA employee, observed talking to CARP leader Manuel Artime and former Cuban senator/racketeer Rolando Masferrer; I inquired into an allegation that Marina Oswald intended to divorce her husband and return to the U.S.S.R. (although I never stated that I met her personally, as was reported by the FBI and Secret Service); and I performed courier duties and acted as a cut-out. 	At the time of my arrest I was operating in an undercover role, having become involved in a domestic-inspired plot to assassinate President Kennedy and, leastwise ostenribly, other highly-placed government officials. 

Mr. Lucey goes on to state that my last assignment at the time "was to penetrate the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, where he met Oswald." 	Such statement is also incorrect. I was never a member, bona-fide or otherwise, of the FPCC. 	And my conversations with FPCC functionaries like Steve Roberts, an official of the Socialist Workers Party at Los Angeles, could hardly be construed as a penetration. 	Furthermore, I had been introduced to Mr. Oswald long before the FPCC came into existence, albeit under an assumed name. 

As to the allusion that I told "Bob" I was an intelligence man, not a killer, therefore I couldn't kill Mr. Oswald, while the reference is true its connotation is deceptive. 	I had killed before and I had participated in homicides under the auspices of both MI and the CIA (one instance being the part I played in the February 1958 abduction-interrogation-murder of an FOI agent, a U.S. soldier, MSCT Emmett E. Dugan, from Crafton, Pa., suspected of having defected in place to the Chinese), under the guise that an American variation of the Soviet "wet affair" was the only alternative, that it was either essential to some overall intelligence effort or in the best interests of our national security. 	And it ■as a similar-sounding argument, ultimately reduced to a threat, that was advanced to me by Robert Graham as an incentive to dispose of Mr. Oswald in September 1963. 	But my refusal to do so had absolutely no bearing on the reason for effecting my arrest in the manner I chose, nor did it engender in me fear of reprisal by the CIA. 

Pertaining to my arrest and convictions at El Paso, Texas, which the official spokesmen end the press have so neatly labeled ee being for "bank robbery," let one of the government's own spurious records, the appelate court decision that finally yawned a judgement of acquittal in my case, give its version: 	"The charge was then, and is now, entering a federally insured bank with intent to rob." 	What the record aptly ignores is the fact that two juries, incensed by the prosecution's innuendoes in and out of the courtroom (and by the ramifications of perjured testimony and a false Bureau of Prisons report made available to the jury during its deliberations at the second trial - though never formally admitted into evidence) that I was a Communist, no doubt a very red spy, twice convicted me of having "intended" to take by force and violence one hundred dollars worth of Travelers Cheques from a bank teller. 

I shall not herein attempt to list even generally the injustices to which I was subjected by a corrupt judicial system, nor shall I bother to enumerate the cruelties 



inflicted upon me while confined in sundry Texas jails and at Leavenworth Penitentiary. Most of them are adequately detailed in my 1967 Memorandum in Support of Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus, sworn to and subscribed before William R. Martin (a former member of the CIA's Dirty Tricks Division, who by his own admission is still in "the reserves"). But I shall opine that if President Kennedy had not met his demise when and where he did, I would not have been brought to trial on charges of commiting a felony. 

While my return to the fold of the CIA in May 1968 may have been the only "practical thing" for me to. do, it definitely was not predicated on my financial situation, as a few old bank account passbooks will substantiate (I am not quite the mercenary that Mr. Lucey has portrayed). Nor was it because of any peculiar allegiance to those who had tossed me on the scrap heap for the sake of expediency 4i years earlier, love of country, masochis- tic tendencies or wont of further intrigue. 	And while it remains axiomatic in my mind that the sole requisite for one's use by the Agency is his qualification to fit into whatever may happen to be the scheme of things, even this did not apply in my circumstance, not really. 	I agreed to go back out into the cold, so to speak, strictly for personal reasons and I think the explanation is wisely left at that for now. 

My mission inside East Germany - if indeed it was a mission - was neither as well- defined nor as elementary as Mr. Lucey has perceived. 	I am sure the CIA knows all it needs to know about American defectors in Berlin and the modus operandi of the MfS. 	In fact, the mission was not directed against East Germany, per se. 	Preparations bore the trademarks of an authentic, even typical, Agency project targeted in the main to another nation. 	That I was unable to comprehend the German language, that I had been a recent, unwilling guest of the U.S. Attorney General, branded a Communist in the public records, etc., merely served to strengthen an already plausible cover built up by chance rather than by design. 	Paradoxically, the chinks in the armor ■ere that the cover was not wholly untrue, the MfS (unlike the FBI) not in the least irresponsible to the laws and policies of its government. 	In the past I had engaged in certain covert intelligence activities hositle to other socialist states, to which - as an integral part of my cover - I freely confessed. Oddly enough, however, my mentors from Langely had neglected to tell me during the briefings that these previous activities constituted a violation of the criminal statutes of the GDR, warranting a maximum penalty of death upon conviction. By inadvertence or by plan I found myself in a not altogether unfamiliar predicament. If I had confessed to my real mission, assuming that it was genuine, without doubt I would have been spared execution, probably even escaped long-term imprisonment. 	Instead, I selected what I considered to be a better alternative . . . . and gained my freedom. 	Ae for my treatment by the MfS, from begining to end it was far more gentle than that experienced beneath the cudgel of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

With regard to my marital status and my children, the foremost area that Mr. Lucey appears to have exploited, I have never claimed that "Uncle Sam hides my family" 	or stated that FBI and CIA agents deliberately isolated me from my wife and children; nor have I claimed that the Agency used the promise of reuniting me with my family as part of the incentive for accepting the assignment in the GDR. 	My accusations in this respect centered around my children and they were leveled at the State Department as the result of a promise made to me shortly after my release from the GDR. 	Since returning to the United States last spring a reliable source has informed me that my wife was granted a final decree of divorce at some period during may imprisonment in the USA and although I have never been served with a copy of the decree or other notification of divorce (or notice of a divorce hearing) I see no cause to dispute the advisement. 

Lastly, concerning the aspersions cast on my sanity, at this writing permit me to say only that I have never in my life been certified psychotic by any U.S. medical authority or adjudicated mentally-incompetent in a court of law, notwithstanding the conflicting legal and medical opinions as to my mental condition on the day of my arrest in Texas, over aim years ago. 

* * * 


