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(Priority) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-109060) 

FROM: 	SAC, NEW YORK (89-75);" 	. 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JO
HN FITIZERALD.  

•M1NED.Y., NOVElegg_22#:14W1, - -- 
DALLAS, 'TEXAS 

•• 	 There is enclosed for the Bureau, Dalla
s and 

:ElTaso Offices the following which wa
s made available to the 

NYC on 11/19/68, by0491),C/102Wa
4A,C..'erd) 

1. Two Wyprwritten pages captioned "Richard Von 

Kleist" containing information concerni
ng a letter allegedly 

written by RICHARD CASE NAGELL on 8/13/
63, to FBI Director 

J. EDGAR HOOVER informing him of OSWAL
D's plan to kill . 

President KENNEDY. 	. 

2. Two pages froirthe-New Yorker Mag
azine, 

7/13/68,_ issue concerning NAGELL. 

3. A letter to the New 'Yorker
 Magazine dated 

11/14/68, signed RICHARD C. NAGEL. 

p...,4.,..• N.4)-•ki....,......1-06 Exp
o  

,..„., t A Er C/ #x" - 4-  •!,,Ritt' $ 7  ' 	v-C 

"-A-Got,  9es1/40-.). KM/ s • 	0 le 
_Atlz,,A4u-  

( 3-BureauWell': 4) 	
.... •••••■•■■ ol.....• 

. "--1-Dallas (89-43) (Encls. 4) (INFO) 
1.-E1 Paso (gaols. 4) (INFO) 	10 NOV 22 1364 

JJA:mg 	9,:tit cc. 4:..A. *--0.-;- ,_ -.., 1-New York 

• (0) 	IDY•Vil 3-3•11 • 	- - 
..,._0_ 

r  / " 	 ecl• .  
3- 

6,■44.41, 	̂ 	 - 



4, 

■•••• 	 Ps 	 . - 

• . 	,• • Ni-r 	. • • ,• 	. 	. 

, 	 • 

	

. 	. 	' 

• • 	• 	•I • • 	 • 	• ;q7'',1 	"' • .•. 
4. A newspaper clipping from the Washington Post, dated 10/25/68, concerning NAGELL'a release from East Germany. 

. 	. RICHARD CASE NAGELL personally appeared at the NYO or! 11/19/68, and stated that he had given the information . contained in number one above to SAS EDWARD J. MURPHY and:- LAWRENCE GORMAN of the El Paso .Office where he was arrested by ttu on 1/6/64, for attempted Bank Robbery. He insisted that W4.14 not give the information to's anyone else.. .4.— • 

• • •:•4',•• 

NAGELL said he obtained copies of these typewritten pages from his friend ARTHUR 0..GREENSTEIN'. Wilmington, Delaware, (telephone number 302-654-8831) on 11/10/68. GREENSTEI/ Anformed him that he received the information from DONALD  Ply.rFENSTERWALD (assistant of JAMES GARRISON). FENSTERWALD 
/P 	repoirtedliireceived the information from either GLADYS T. BOOTH, .  

- 	• Los Angeles attorney or RICHARD VON XLEIST,cd resident of Californ They allegedly received the' information from ROBERT CLAYTON BUICIC • who served time with NAGELL' at Nis Neill Penitentiary in • February or March of 1966. • 

NAGELL insisted this was not so and indicated that someone in the El Paso Office released the information to an unauthorized person. 	%••• 

. 	 U 

Items 2,3.and 4 do not relate directly to MEW., allegation but, are being enclosed for further background • information. . 1 _01131#P.. • •  

• . NAGELL 's letter to the'BureWis referred to in the • report of SA DAVID J. REID at El Paso dated 6/9/64, entitled "RICHARD CASE NAGELL aka ESPIONAGE-X Bufile 64-48933, El Paso fil 65-951, NYfile 65-23126." Page 58 of this report sets out that no record of this letter could be located. ,u  .r2,931-(••41  a 	6,4- 	01..40.u. • 
No action is being taken by the NYO in fAs matter. It is being furnished for information purposes by airtel since NAGELL said that if action was not immediately taken, he would go to higher authorities and it is possible that inquiry may be made of the Bureau from other sources. 
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• • 
Mr. Milton CreenStein-

. Rosiness 
New Yoe..er Nannzine 
25 We;:t 411-.1 SLreet. 
New York, N. Y. 10036 

. 
Dear Mt. Sreensrein: 

: 	 . • 

.NoveMber.14,.1963 . 	. 

• 

• 

• .Snbseauent to my return to the United States from Switzerland on November 2, I wna appried of a ',umber of patently distorted and untrue, references to me printed 	• in the Ju l. 13 ,issue of the New torker. Such :references are coat:a:led in rat article tit7,ed "A REPrnITER AT LARG:E," by Edward Jay Epstein, which purports to he critic". of the Mc-.: OrleAo6 :nv,%:tigatiOn into tha death of.President Kennedy. They:eaavbe • faun.: on p. gee 5C and 59. 

Thus its: have.t.zen unable :4) aseeetain Mr. Epstein's sources of information, though tt wears :hat one or them may very well be conglomeration of feet sad* fancy which vac 1.1Intea about me in the January 1968 issue of Ramparts maaaziat. .AM. inerAry ham deter:al-gad chat Mr. Jim Garrison, the -Orleans Parish district ettnrneyi' did not fureish 	El=tein with the falsities he•has written about me. And if Mr... Epstein ohraieee ti-e ingredients for his fable from Mr. Williaa R..Marcin, whomAW.  so coavealently fail= ce identify as a. former agam..of the Cer.tral Intelligence Agency ass:L-4 to Lttin American operations, then T think he should be informed that 	Marti,  eas every reasor to grind a peraonal'axe in this affair. Thii, aowever, tf.it is the case, does net relieve ter. Epstein from his responsibilities as.a reporter.inymore than it relieve4 the New Yorker from liability in publf.shlo: Aii 
. 	. 	 . • - Pollewinb  ere some facts which might best be considered by the New Yorker, ii I must seek remedy 	mutter through litigation: . 	, 

'-_Oji•Selltember 2Q, 1963, I was arrested at El kaso, Texas, and charged'ul.th having 4teted r  feevally insured bank with intent-to rob and with having attempted to airlift robbery in violation of Section 2173 (a), Title 113-, U.S.C.A. (the chew of 	• attempt" was eventually cropped by the gLvernment). Specifically, I was accused of "intenCod" to take by force and violence one hmdred dollars worth of lravelets• hocks,- After two trials, held in May 1964 and September 1966, respectively, I was vice: convicted ant' twice sentenced to a maximum'tern of ten years in custoZy of the ttorncy General. Ilps: of my ensuing confinement was spent in the- El Paso Ceunty all and at the U.S.: Penitentiary, Leavenworch, Kansao. 'Prier to each trial I was ent tc the U.S. Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, for a 7ychiat:ic eNa:ine4nn to datennine my mental eargpetency to stand trial. At the titrer. Martin interviewild be in 1967,./ was at the aforesaid institution for a similar 4 CPAIA3tiOA as A resplt or my having been referred for parole. 'I was not sent to the .S.M.C.F.P. for psyChiatric treat:meat, nor did I receive any: On each occasion a !dical determinatiO:. found me quite mentally competent. Also, before each trial on .  Ie.merits a judicial determination found me mentally;competent to- stand trial.. And, : is har4ly accurate. rpporting to classify the U.S. Medical Center for Federal 

• • 	. 

-isomers as an "institution for the criminally inaaae,":is Mr. Epstein has done. I ght add that I have 'Lever in my life been certified insane by any medical authority .r have I ever been adjudicated mentally incompetent in a court of law; notwithstanding .c conflicting legal and medical opinions as to ay'seatal ctstut on the -date of the leged offense over five years ago. 

. 	• • . 



.-.-- -,.'.... .., ..,.., .....e. u... %.0tArl ol'Appcalu for the Fifth'Circuit directed a judgaient of acquittal .1;1 my case due .to the 
n 	

innufficiereT . the evt4enc,: rrez.fr..-... c by the prosecution and fol 	i 	a routine delay I was re 	from custody en April 29. Shortly thereafb*L- II departed the United States -tor Switzerland, and, as the enclosed copy of an AP dispatch 'indicates, I ended up in an East Cerman prison after-having been arrested during a train trip- to West Berlin. I mention the latter simply to show why I was not ipprise.d-of 'the,hAw Yorker article before now. 
.-. 
- Continuing with Mr. Epstein's references to me: I have never claimed that I bad purresely'ant myself arrested:in order to provide myself with "an alibi" for my "involvement in the assassination conspiracy." The only times that I have ever givers even a partial explanationjor my conduct on the date of the alleged offense was in a signed statement given to the'Federal Bureau of Investigation on January 6, 1964; at my first trial in May 1964; and in a handwritten testimony dated Sciptember 19, 1966, which I had proosed to read at my second trial, but which, instead, was giver. to a relative for safekeeping when-I was told that I would not be permitted to testify. Regarding the first instance, I shall leave it up to the OUI to disclose the contents of my strtewent, if it so desires. The second instancelis adduced to in the appe:ate court opinion reversing my first- conviction, namely, that "I thought-it (my arrest.) would provide a soletion however temporary or immediate to a probled, that I • considered ar the time to be an unbearable problem, with which I was cc.ofronted.".  In the third instance I wrote, "The reason I did what I did in the bank three yeari ago was for the sole purpose of having myself arrested and detained temporarily by federal authorises." ' 	

1 

2 	 • 	. 

. 	
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- 	 . . I have never stated that 2 was involved in what Mr. Epstein so loosely refers :o as "the assasstnation conspiracy," obviously Alluding to Mr. Garrison's fineiNo.. :he closest that I ever came to Mr. Epstein's fancy was in the aforementioned hand-/atter testtmony (written before Mr. Garrison initiated his investigation) in vilith stated: .° , . . I feel.  it pertinent to advise the Court that such testimony wi'll :ecessarily link me, however obliquely, with a domestic-inspired, domestic-formulauc tnd domestic-sponsored conspiracy - to assassinate a Chief Executive of the United , tales and other highly-placed government officials. But I want it's() be clearly nderstood that thfs link stemmed from my cognizance of the conspiracy rather the:. my a.rticipation in it." 	 • . 	 -- - 
• • 	 . 	 . 	 . 

..' 

,..Bagarding%Mr. Epateinls.next referencw;" ...-:-. that his part in it, he said, had ten to kill Oswald, who vas the 'patsy." On June 6, 1967, I informed Mr. Xattin, - _ recisely-as I had informed proper authority on September 13 or 17,2963, that I had eceived.instructions'to "take care of" Lee Oswald, that is, to kill him, in Septe:'.47 963. I refused to elaborate on this matter to Mr. Martin. I gave substantially the ame information to Mr. Garrison at New York on May 14, 1968, without elabbration. have never 'lusted to anybody thatl was instructed co "shoot" Mr. Oswald or -that I as instructed to kill him."after.the assassination," as Ramparts, the New Yorker and /ma mazazines have either claimed or indicates at one time or another. 
I 	• Regarding Mr. Epstein's next reference, to brain damage that I allegedly sus:It:me:: a an airplanc. crash "in 1957": On November 28, 1954, I survived the crash of a:1-25 amber near Friendship International Airport, Baltimore, Maryland. I was hospitalised ar a conconglon and other injuries at Bolling Air Force Base and at Walter Reed Army )spital. Subsequent to my recovery several months later I appeared before a Medical _bard and was returned to full military-duty, which, at the time, was a counter- 	- Atelligence assignment. 'Further, in September 1955 I was granted a.final-type security-learance of Top.Secret after a thorough investigati:n which included both a physical Id psychiatric examination: and a perusal of my medical records. I shall stand by.the Allowing excerpt taken from a Report of Psychiatric Examination dated June 17, 1966, [;.zed by Joseph F. Alderite, N:D., Chief, Neuroosyehiatric.Service, U.S. Medical .., 	• • : . .,. 	: . . .. .    . 	... 	- 	. 	1 

. .. • 
• 



that printed 	Epstein's tall tale. 	. 
•• 	. - • 
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. 
Center' f:t-  FeJeral Prisoner' (which is supported by five psychiatrists and neura- 
psychiatrists then in residr c at the U.S.M.C.F.P., Drs. rnsky, Buschman, 	• 
Madrid', Moreau and Parlatt,. "I can point out that on t', ..abis c4 my examination 
and illy laboratory findings including an EEC and psychological testirg that I did not 
find any evidence or finding suggestible of brain damage." 

	

1 	 . 	. 
- 	

a • 	
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.. 	 • 
. 	 . 	 • To continue:. I have never stated or "insisted" that I "had proof of the 

conspiracy in the form of tape recordings stashed away 10 a steamer trunk in Califernta.' 
When Mr. Garrison's investigation was made public I informed him in writing and 
through a relative that a friend of mine had in his possession an item Of physical 	. 
evidence. which would substantiate the existence of a conspira.cy to murder-the 	.. 
President during the patter part ofleptember 1963. To Mr. Martin I stated verbally . 
that ihe'item was my property, that it consisted of a small, composite „recording tx;:e. 
being kept for me by a friend, which, when played, would reveal four voices, one of 
them belonging to Mr. Oswald. I fuither stated to Mr. Martin that the beginning of .: 
the conversation recorded on the tape would be in the Spanish language,. that it had . 
been recorded at Houston, Terar, between August.23 and August 27, 1963, and that the 
balance of the conversation was ir. English. It was Mr. Martin who advised me, in 
siting, that my friend had told him that the aforementioned "item of physical. 	. 
evidence" was the fubject of a burglary sometime in 1964. And, I have never nada he 
ot:ttement attril.uted to me by Mr. Epstein, that "They've stolen the tapes." 

Lastly, 7 !rave never made any statement tcrthe effect that "the plan isas to 
have him (0.5w,d) shot as a cep killer in the Texas theatre 'while resisting arreet." 
Ia this roga:d Mr. Etibi.c.L. har taken -the liberty to claim "the'Wholk'thing was on 
cf Nagell's tales." • 	 : 	-. ... 

' 	. 	.' 	. 	. 	• 	 ' 	.-. 	. 	..
• 	 •. 	- 	. 

• . 
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Needless to bay, I am ask:f.ng fo

• 

r a retracti‘n of Mr. Epstein's allegation and 
ini.uendoes conrerning me and I request that it be set forth in the flame pdblIcatior. 

• 
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had 114:11 a C.I.A. courier, and - that he 
had delivered fifty thous-Zi-d-ottc).Ao  
a ii iiwho was "a dead ring, 
!1st:41J" in Mexico in 1962 and had ices well a htstolred-and-ofty-thousand-
dolka. "pickup" from David Ferric in 
1953. He said, further, that he would 
like a) work as an investigator for 
Garrison. Norton was immediately 
hi uught to New Orleans from Van-
couver, where he was living at the 
time, and was interrogated by Garri-
son's pseudonymous intelligence expert 
Bill no:.ky. Though Norton was more 
than sighting to identify Oswald, Fen le, 
and even Shaw as. C.I.A. agents, his 
story contained so many- contradicfticns 
and implausibilities that Bosley -and 
other staff members concluded that lie 
would be totally ..itteffettis a' al, a .  wit-
ness. (It win, later revealed Ahat he 
was a convicted hank embezzler with a 
prison record.) But even though Y-r-
ton v.-as turned down in July as a poi-
giblc omit witness, Garrison referred 
to him = a "secret wimess" in the 
interview that appzare..1 in the OutoLer 
issue of Playloy. "We have et:dence 
that Oswald maintained 	C.I.A. 
:onc.ct!.... and that Ferri was also 
employed by the C.I.A ,"• he an-
nottnced. "in tins regard, w: wit! pre-
wit LI ;Jun a ss itnesa—fotmerly a 
0.LA /uurier—who met 1...gh 
uncrk6swald otEsizily in their C.i.A. 
coPtm." This ''courier' was sub- 
sAilend... identified ey a sr 	of 
Gart.i42.1's staff its Norton:: 

. Another witnes- s•cnii was found to 
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the mail--thil'ane wit::Trafasor Pop-
kin's assist.tnce-qt,w• Richard' C.p.e 
Nagct, an inmate 'of a federal institu-
tion fur the cti.nirany insane in Spring-
field, M:ssouri. Nagell had been arran- 	  ed while be w« attempting to tub a 
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Pick a pair 6! Sheraton  She' at o' isIrds. 
MAUI AND KAUAI. 	 t.-  
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:.7 batik in El l'av i Septent*.er,. 1963, p— 
and hail been se.( 	irison. After tin: 
assassination, h.: .. 	-el that to: had 

I • 	purposely got i• 	self arrested in ortl.:r 
. . 	. I • 	to provide himself wide* an alibi fur his 

involvement in the +ssittation rot-
'piracy; his part in it, ly: said, had been 
to kill Oswald, who W24 the "patsy." 
Although the awn rjceirds indkated 
that Nageli had wig-rd.! brain damage 

• in an airplane crash in :1957, Garrisons 
druught his Story words pursuing. and 
sent a former assistan i t Ilstriet atturne), 
William R. Mactin, .to Missouri to 
question him. Nag.:11 insisted that he 
hid proof oi the con.p■raey in the form 
of tape recordings stashed lway in a „ 
steamer trunk in California. %Viten no' 
recordings cool.' he found, however, 
Nagell tad Martin, 4Thel've stole:: 
the tapes," and rcfua..J to discuss the 

1 I 

	

	matter any further. Though Nagel!, 
hire Norton, Was *rejected as a court 

I 	witness, Garrison continued to use Na- • 
gell's sooty cc olste' Lis case in public. 

, II  Explaining ('swald's, :Or as n patsy is 

•
• 
r 	1 the tanspirae.), Garrison- stated in his 

Plnyboy i..-1•Prviev 	-, "We have v.-Acme 
that the phi.. was to hate him [Os- 

I i  
I 

readily iderstifies almost anyone you 
show him pfiutograpit of." He has • 

1. 

	

	p-aved more cliaperttit.: than accu- 
rate. Oi thirteen new witnesses found 

t - 	'through the mail or %Ads the help of 
• ! 
;i 
• t , 

; 
, 

1 

• ON WriAPALI INEAC04. LIE Of MAUI 
SHERATOMIVAJI 

• A stunning hotel, with a championship 
golf course on one side ar.d one of 
Hawaii's most beavtifus beac.Les en 
*he • other. Rates frog: $11.25 :otooks-• 	-f• 

. $14.25 per person lcuble 
eR.rtipanc:;. 

enc:-..Inting. ramblkg 	• 

occupancy. 	 ,a • 

eon par common !it homy 

SHERATON HOTELS iN 

1 
gram called "20th Century Reform- . ,.. 	• 	. S.. -Ha ," an: who happened to have 

---.777rtemerrynIrr 

I I . ' 
. I 	rison &-:.: h. war or...hie ad:. Age the • . evidence at tier time, but tot wit, it 

thing -.vas one of Natizn's LlieS. ...... 
newer cuitto_.:r.tia witness wid: 

4 ; . 	wham Garrison has epen: a good deal 
. 	of ..ime is a Dallas ex-convict who wis ▪ : 
: 	• . recendy und:T r aspkien. in TeX:44 tor ac- 
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