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(Type is plainiezi or code) 

(Priorisy ) 

)11TO: 
	DIRECTOR, FBI (62-109060) 

Pik/ 	
FROM: 	SAC, NEW YORK (89-75): 

ASSASSINATION ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN FIT
ZGERALD 

aNNEDN,_NovENAFL22.,:.1.9i44_ - 	- 
DALLAS, TEXAS 	

• 

.E1-Paso Offices the following whic
h was made available to the 

NYO on 11/19/68, byjppli45,10112Weiv...c.._'47p) 

1. Two Wypewritten pages captio
ned "Richard Von 

Kleist" containing information conc
erning a letter allegedly 

written by RICHARD CASE.NACELL on 8
/13/63, to FBI Director 

J. EDGAR HOOVER informing him of OS
WALD's plan to kill 

President KENNEDY. 

2. Two pages froi-the-New Yorker M
agazine, 

7/13/68, issue concerning NAGELL. 

3. A letter to the New Yor
ker Magazine dated 

11/14/68, signed RICHARD C. NAGELL.
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RICHARD CASE NAGELL personally appeared at the NYO on 11/19/68, and stated that he had given the information contained in number one above to SAS EDWARD J. MURPHY and:- ' LAWRENCE GORMAN of the El Paso'Office where he was arrested by the on 1/6/64, for attempted Bank Robbery. He insisted that he did not give the information Wanyone els', 

NAGELL said he obtained copies of these typewritten pages from his friend ARTHUR G.- GREENSTEIN', Wilmington, Delaware, (telephone number 302-654-8831) on 11/10/68. GREENSTEI/ nformed him that he received the information from DONALD ."FENSTERWALD (assistant of JAMES GARRISON). FENSTERWALD reportedly received the information from either GLADYS T. ROOTH, Los Angeles attorney or RICHARD VON KLEIST,cd resident of Californ * They allegedly received the:information from ROBERT CLAYTON BUICK - who served time with NAGELL'at Mc Neill Penitentiary in February or March of 1966. 

NAGELL insisted this was not so and indicated that someone in the El Paso Office released the information to an unauthorized person. 	. 

••• Items 2,3'and 4 do not relate directly to NAGELL's 'allegation but, are being enclosed for further background information.
- 

• • 	 331-3) 

• 
4t1.9" 

NAGELL's letter to. the*Bureaeris referred to in the report of SA DAVID J. REID at El Paso dated 6/9/64, entitled "RICHARD CASE NAGELL aka ESPIONAGE-X Bufile 64-48933, El Paso file 65-951, NYfile 65-23126." Page 58 of this report sets out that no record of this letter could be located. d o'Ae a6933-.".  
tip `F. 	"..), • 

No action is being taken by the NY0 in Gas matter. It is being furnished for information purposes by airtel since NAGELL said that if action was not immediately taken, he would go to higher authorities and it is possible that inquiry may be made of the Bureau from other sources. 

- 2 - 

NY .89-75 

'" 	• 
dated 10/25/68, concerning NAGELL's release from East Germany. 

• 
' -AS: A newspaper clipping from the Washington Post, 

•-• „ 	••• b: 	•••t••• •  . 
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• 
.Snbsequent to my return to the United States from Switzerland on November 2, I 3 appritd oaf a "'umber of patently distorted and untrue references to me printed 	. the July 13 lAsue of the New Yorker. Such :references are contained in ;In artfc3e cled "A im?nra.;g AT LARGE," by Edwurd Jay Epstein, which purports to 	critlque_ the Na: CrleAe4 ;nve-atigntion intp the death of.President Kennedy. Th.) may-be . And on pages sn and 59. 

Thus :cc 2 have -hzen unable Lo ascertain Mr. Epstein4s sources of infomstipna  'ugh it sneers that one of them may very well be conglomeration of feat and icy whim wee prince(' about me in the Janwary 196P issue of Ramparts maganine. An liry has detcrmf-ed ch.:: Rr. Jim Garrison. thii Orleans Parish Zietrict ettnrney, r..:t :um:1.0th hr. k:nteio with the falsities heilas written about me. And if Mr. tcin ohratn.e t‘e ingredients for his fable frow Mr. WilliaA R..Nercin, whom.he caavontently fade to identify as a. former agent 3f the Cer:rel Intelligence ncy a4s1L-nd Co L:tin American operations, then i think he should be informed t 	Merti-1 eas every rcasor ro grind A pc:zonal- axe in this affair. This, ever, 	is the case, does not relieve Mr. Epiitein from nis respoesibilltios a reporterjanymore than it relieves the New Yorker from liability in publ:f.sh1uc. tales. 	
• 	

. , 
Pollowinb  are some facts which might best be considered by the New Yorker, :icularly .i I must seek remedy in this. matter through litigation: 	• 

tai 

• 

Seatemher 23, 1963, I was arrested at. El l'aso, Texas, and charged- w:th having :red ft fedmrally insured bank with intent- to rob and with having attemptert ro 

	

to5bery in violation of Section 2133 (a), Title 18, U.S.C.A. (the cherge of 	• rapt" was eventually cropped by the gLvernment). Specifically, I was accused of ns "intended" to take by force and violence one h.mdred dollars worth of lravelets kb.. After two trials, held in May 1964 and September 1966, respectively, I was o convicted am twice sentenced to a maximum- tern of ten years in custo4 of the rncy General. Most of my ensuing confinement wee spent in the - E1 Paso County and at the U.S.'. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansaa. 'Prier to each trial I was te the U.S. Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri. for a ena%inaqon to determine my mental mapecency to stand trial. At the time iartin intervieupe Me in 1967.'1 was at t4c aforesaid institution for a similar [nation as A restat of. my  having been referred for parole. 'I was not seat to the 1.C.F.P. for psychiatric treatment, nor did I receive any. On each occasion a . :al determ.lnazivi. found me quite mentally competent. Also, before each trial on writs a judicial dcterminaticn found me mentally:competent to'stand trial.. And, ; hardly accuratetrorting to classify the U.S. Medical Center for Federal 'nets as an "icstxtution for the criminally insane."-as Mr. Epstein has done. I : sled that I have huller in my life been certified insane by "anymedical authority :ave I ever been adjudicated mentally incompetent in a court of law', notwithstanding onflieting legal and Ledical opinions as to my s ental etatuS on the-date of the ed oifense over five years ago. 	 ••. 
• • 	-... • 
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..,....- .., ......., ....* ..... .........4~ vl. nppc.w. LOr Lite win circuit directed a 
udgplient of.acquittal.ra 111case due .to the, insufficiaLwrS the eutaenc‘i ;•re:.e.:.... 
i the prosecution and foil ing a routine delay I was re 	ied from custody en 
pril 29. Shortly thereaf&ilI departed the United States -tar Switzerland, and, as 
le enclosed copy of an AP dilpatch indicates, I ended up in an East German prison 
fter.having been arrested during a train trip'to West Berlin. I mention the latter 
imply to show why I was not 1ppriscd•of the'New Yorker article before now. 

. 	 . 	, 	 _ 
• Continuing with Mr. Epstein's references to me: I have never claimed that I had 
iraosely'grst myself arrested lin order to provide myself with "an alibi" for my 
evolvement in the assassination conspiracy." The only times that I have ever gi'vets 
tea a partial explanation,for my conduct on the date of the alleged offense was in 
signed statement given to the.Federal Bureau of Investigation on January 6, 1964; 
: my first trial in May 1964; and in a handwritten testimony dated September 19, 1963, 
Ach I had proposed to read at my second trial, but which, instead, was giver. to a 
;at/ye for safekeeping when-1 was told that I would not be permittc,d to testify. 
garding the first instance, I shall leave it up to the FBI to disclose the contents 
my statement, if it so desires. The second instance is adduced to in the appe:ate 
urt opinion reversing my first'conviction, namely, that "1 thought.it (my arrest) 
uld provide a solation however temporary or immediate,ko a probleM, that I 
nsidered at the time to be an unbearable problem, with which I was cLafronted.". 
the third instassce I wrote, "The reason I did what I did in the bank three years 
o was for the sole purpose of having myself arrested and detained templrarily by 
demi. authorities." ' • 	• . 	 ' 	• 	- 

1 . 	 , 
e 	. 

I have never stated that I was involved in what'Mr. Epstein so loosely refers 
as "the assassination conspiracy," obviously alluding to Mr. Garrison's finOin;,,,. 
a closest that I ever came to Mr. Epstein's fancy was in the aforementioned han-
ittee. testimony (written before Mr. Garrison initiated his iuvestigatien) in rhi:h 
stated: .° . . . I feel. it pertinent to advise the Court that such testimony wit' 
:essarily link me, however obliquely, with a domestic-inspired, domestic-formula:cc 
1 domestic-sponsored conspiracy to assassinate a Chief Executive of the United 
rtes and other highly-placed government officials. But I want it'to be clearly 
ierstood that this link stemmed from my cognizance of the conspiracy rather than my 
7ticipation in it." 	 . 	 . 	 , 

- 	1 	
. •••. 	 - 

,..Regarding^Mr. Epitein/s.next reference;`" ...;-. that his part in it, he said, had 
n-) to kill Oswald, who 4s the 'patsy.'" On June 6, 1967, I informed Mr. Martin, • 
,cisely as I had informed proper authority on September 13 or 17. .1963, that I had 
:dived instructions to "take care of" Lee Oswald, that is, to kill him, in September 
'3. I refused to elaborate on this matter to Mr. Martin. I gave substantially the 
,e information to Mr. Garrison at New York on May 14, 1968, without elaboration. 
Ave never suited to anybody that 'I was instructed ;o "shoot" Mr. Oswald or ilia: I 
instructed to kill him,."after.the assassination," as Ramparts, the New Yorker and 

A magazines have either claimed or indicatea at one time or another. 
I 	. 	 . 	• 	 • 

Regarding Mr, Epstein's next reference, to brain damage that I allegedly sus:tiner: 
an airplane crash "in 1957": On November 28, 1954, I survived the crash of a Z-25 
bcr near Friendship International Airport, Baltimore, Maryland. I was hospitalized 
a concusgloa and other injuries at Bolling Air Force Base and at Walter Reed Army 
pital. Subsequent to my recovery several months later I appeared before a Medial 

	

rd and was returned to full military.duty, which, at the time, was a counter- 	- 
elligence assignment. 'Further, in September 1955 I was granted a'final-type sezurit. 
arance of Top Secret after a thorough investigation which includ:1.d both a physical 
psychiatric examination and a perusal of my medical records. I shall stand by the 
lowing excerpt taken from a Report of Psychiatric Examination dated June 17, 19i6, 
aed by Joseph F. Alderete, N:D., Chief, Neuropsyehiatric.Service, U.S. Medical 

' 	
. 	 .... 

• 
• 	• 	 • 

• 
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-.%Very truly yours, 

:•. Richard C. Nagell 
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:enter t:t rederal Prisoner: (which is supported by five ncvchiatrists and ecuro- 
, ychiatrisathen in residr'e at the U.S.M.C.F.P., Dt-s 	 Buschman, 
Uldrith. Moreau and Parlatb 	HI can point out that on th, 	c4• my examination 
ad ity laboratory findings including an MEG and psychologiCal teatie: that I did not 
and any evidence or finding suggestible of brain damage." 

To continue:. I have never stated or "insisted" that I "had proof of the 
onspiracy in the form of tape recordings stashed away is a steamer trunk in Californl.a.' 
hen Mr. Garrison's investigation was made public I informed him in writing and 
hrough a relative that a friend of mine had in his possession an item Of Physical 
vidence.which would substantiate the existence of a conspircy to wurder•the 
resident during the 'atter part ofleptcmber 1963. To Mt. Martin I stated verbally 
hat Lhe'item was my property, that it consisted of a small, composite ,recording 
eing kept for me by a friend, which, when played, would reveal four voices, one of 
hem belonging to Mr. Oswald. I fuithcr stated to Mr. Martin that the beginning of 
he couversatia recorded on the tape -would be in the Spanish language, that it had . 
cen recorded at Houston, Texar, between August 23 and August 27, 1963, and that the 
alance of the conversation was in English. It was Mr. Martin who advised me, in 
riling, that al,  friend had told him that the aforementioned "item of physical.  
vidence" was the fubject of a burglary sometime in 1964. And, I have never mad. :he 
tntement attril.uted to me by Mr. Epstein, that "They've stolen the tapes." 

Lastly. 7 have never made any statement torthe effect that "the plan was to 
Ave him (0.5wod) shot as a cep killer in the Texas theatre 'while resisting arrest.'" 
a this regard Mr. Fpwicil. hag taken ,the liberty to claim "the wholo thing wzs one 
f Nagell's tales." 

Needlass to say, I au' asking for a retractiun of Mr. Epstein's allegations an 
nuuendoes cenrerning as and I request that it be set forth in the same peblleatior. 
hat printed 	Epstein's tall tale. 	 -- 	• '•  
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sycs.;11 	COUrICIr. 3114.1 tliat he 
had delivered fifty thoucutT 
a mr.st who Was "a dead ring( 
f.)se:a1J" in Mexico in 1962 and had 
tee■ wed a hundred-antl-tifty-thousand-
dedha. "pickup" from David Ferric in 
1953. He said, further, that he would 
like aa work as an investigator for 
Garrison. Norton was immediately 
Ittuuet to New Orleans from %'an-
couver, where he was living at the 
time, and was interrogated by Garri-
son's psettdor.ymous intelligence expert 
Bill Do:.icy. Though Norton was more 
than wining to identify Oswald, Fen ie, 
and even Shaw as C.I.A. agents, his 
story contained so many contradicrticne 
anti implausibilities that Boxley •and 
other staff members concluded that he 
would be tutallylineffectise as a wit-
ness. (It was later revealed that he 
was a convicted hank enthezzler,ivith a 
prison record.) But even though 
tor. v.-as turned down in July as a poi- 
•ible 'conic witness, Garrison referred 
to him :.: a "secret wit.r.ess" in the 
inter ties: that appeared in the 0..toLer 
issue of Playluy. "We lase esklence 
that Oswald maintained W.; C.I.A. 
:ontacts .... and that Feri•ie was also 
employed Ly the C.I.A ,"• he an-
n.'; iced. "In this regard, w: w::: pre-
sent in,c.iurt a witness—founerly a 
0.LA/cuttrier—who met I. .):11 F•r•;e 

nu ~~sys alt offielzity in their C.i.A. 
cor 	on." This 'courier' I.:a. sub- 

teod....dent;fied ty a tr ttr.:..:r of 
G.e.rzi.4nn's cuff 's 

found in 
the mail—tha-tme 	ifcssor Pop- 
kin% acsistance—ssa, Richard' C.a•e 
Nagel!, an inmate of a federal institu- 
tion for the 	ist.ane in Spring- 
field, NI:ssnuri. Nagril had been arrest-
ed while he sr:* attempting to lob a 
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• 

-r• 	bank in El Pass:. i S.:pie:n*0:ra.  1963, 
and ha.' been st.( 	wison. After tip: 
assassination, he ...meal that he had 

• .! I 	1 	purposely got f,iuoelf arrested in order 

.•I 	1 to provide himself with an alibi fur his 
• involvement in the aslassination -  pon-

t 
'piracy; his part in it, 	said, had been 
to kill Oswald, who was the "patsy." 
Although the court re cords indicated 
that Nagel had stiff-mid brain damage 

. . , • • 

in an airplane crash in 11957, Garrison 
thought his Story aorta pursuing. and 
sent a former assistant district anionic), 

I 

	

	

William R. Nlastin, 'to Missouri to 
question him. Nagell insisti el that he 

• 

had proof of the conalu-racy in the form 
of tar recordings stashed •iwa) in a 
steamer trunk in Califoroia. %%len no 
recordings cuuI•1 lie found, however, 
Nagel told Martin, 4Tful've stolra 
the tapes" and refus.:.: to discuss die 

1 I 

	

	matter any furdwr. Though Nagell, 
like Norton, was rejected as a court 
witness, Garrison continued to use Na-
gell's scot,-  to •.-olstei his case in public. 
Explaining Oswald's coi.. as a patsy in 
the corspirae.), Garrison• stated in his 
Pleyboy 	 "‘.e have e•-ider•:.e 
that the pho. was to hate him [Os-
wald] shot as a cop killer in the l'exal 

1 I • 	
• ?hurry 	resistiog arreSt.... Gar- 

rison a 	he wat u.ihIe ei%!!.olge the 
evidence at thr time. tat tot wh• 

f 	
thing -.VAS one of Naezlt's taIes. 

I 1 	 flower cuota witness 	I: 

a 

/ 
I 

• 
•■••• 

•••', 
• 
• 

• 

4 	when% Garrison has sprit: a good deal 
of ime is a Dallas ex-convict who'was 
recently undrr saspiziiii. in Texas for at-
tempted rour•Ier. According to Thrmas 

I 	
**. Bethel, this witness "d.ups iro's 

office at fairli. frequent intervals an.i 
; • 

	

	readily identifies almost anyone you 

girroo•d more ce,Zperltiie • than sten- 

: 	rate. Oi thirteen new witnesses found 
• 

. 	• 
• 

:1 

'through the mail or e:ith the help of 
the Irregulars assisting Garrison, nearly 
all have turned, alit to have criminal 

t , 	- - records or to have beau under 
. atric care. 

; • The "mailbag" as all of the unso- 
licited tips and offers to testify are called 
around the District Attorney's office, 
has '..rd to one arrest. 1Vidiani Turner, 

the Rampart, staff se titer (and a fur- 

' 	slier emproy-e of the F.B I.), ran acnw, 

• an anonymous letter alleging that a 

• Californian merited Eugene Brattier had 
I. 	once made inflammatory comm••nts on 

President Kennedy. Checking through 
a file he keeps on right-wing extremists 
Turner found an Edgar Eugene Brad-
ley, who raised funds for a radio two-
gram called "20th Century Morena. 
tine. Hattr" an.' who leap:tened to have 

-TY;07577;'-':•.;f •••nr.Yr-11! 17. 
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ran pane asnwom air tops? 

SHERATON HOTELS IN HAWA1 
NOM HAWAlinN / •I1H4CESS ItAlltLion •••^Ann 
auto-mock SHERATONAtAUI tehtifIATONAAWU 

per tr wind n ostentation. _t Cua snt..A stares. 
Cad your Tra •el Aient 	Sheraton '3.ee•rea•ron''' 
at any She.-ton NOW for 	mn.ond eon.'. "%atm.'s. 
Din■tr. !slut. Ar.encan E.peass 	eir•SArnt,!zara..hell 
and Sheraton Cwt.! Cards hc.nored ler ..:1 h•:tel savicte. 
Sheraton Mote.. and MatOf Inns in Major Celes..1. 
ViondA•hae Sor:ir..s of ITT. 
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