April 18, 19s7

" .
TO: Jim Garrison, Distriet Attorney
FROM: William R. Martin, Assistant District Attorney

SUBJECT: Richard case Nagell, Federal Prisoner po, PMB-A-16606-5
. o ke S . B :
Medical center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Mo,

On Monday morning Aprii 10, 1967 at 7:30 A.M. 1 departeqd

New Orleans for Springfield, Missourj on board Delta Flight 835,

1 to.3:00 p.y. By this time it was 12:20 p.M. so I elected tg
have yellow cap number 9 wait for me.
At five minutes to one P.M. I was ushered, along with

Several other visitors, into a Very large and informal waiting

NOTE: Contrary to what I had been telg to expect, 1

Fecderal mediga] Center are not zllowed to write in any manney or .
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=l 2pril 18, 1957 < 5

TO: . Jim Garrison, District Attorney

FROM: William R. Martin, Ass:.stant mstnct Attorney

it should elso be noted that the 1pﬂetes or b:lso”err of thi

“

SUBJECT: Richarad Case ‘Nagell, Federal Prlsoner No. PMB-A-16806-H
. Med;cal Center for Federal Pr;soners, Springfield, Mo.

On Mcnday morning Aprll 10, 1967 at 7:30 aA.M. I dePerted
New Orleans for Sprlngfleld Missouri on board Delta Flight 83s5.
The purpose of thls trip was to interv1ew the subject 1dent1r1ed
‘above who had offered hlmself as an Leformant to this OfflCE

Upon arrival in sPrlngfleld at 11:17 A.M. I retained yellow cab

number 9 and was driven directly to the Federal Center. There T

-he would have to obtain the permission of the clessiflcation and
Parole officer assigned to the subject before I would be alloweu
visiting privileges. Tne guard reguested that I £ill out a “"visi-
tors form" and he then took my completed form and the subject's
record jacket elsewhere in the hulldlng out of my sxght and re-
turned at about- ten or fifteen minutes and stated that I would be:
allowed to v1eit the subject during regular visiting hours from

1 to 3:00 E. M. By this time it was 12:20 p.M. so I elected to
! . ™ \‘.

have yellow cab number 9 wait for me.

At five minutes to one P.M. I was ushered along with

several other v151tors, into a very large and informal wa1t1ng

room where we were asked to await the arrlval of the person whom

we had come to vis;t

NOTE: Contrary to what I had been tcld to expect, I
was not personally searcﬂed nor was my briefcase searched prlcr

to being allo”ed in to.visit the sub]ecta For future reference

was advised by the guard at the main entrance to the bulldlng thaty

i
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aforementioned prior approval.

the opposite side of the small table from the inmate and, I

‘without the priér;cdn§énﬁ'of'ﬁhéirfdlaésificatioﬁ officer. all

imaterial ﬁriften or signed by the }nmate is censored by the pri-
son of£icials aﬁé there exiéts no pfi@ileged communication betweer
lawyer and client at thisziustituticn unless special arrangements
hav; been made for a private interview by the inmate himself.

The visitor is ffee to write his own notes during the visit with

e

the inméte arid may hand the notes and other documents or papers

to the lnmata for the inmate to read and this is done without
superV1slcn or censorshlp but, in no case may the prisoner write

or sign his name or deliver a document to the visitor without the

The following interview with the subject, Richard case
Nagell, toock place over a two day period and a total of four houré
of standard visiting hours. The interviews with the subject were
made without taking notes since the pPresence of a note pad and a
pencil seem to make the subject nervous and reluctant to speak
freely.

‘The subject was brought into the visiting room pfomptly
at 1:00 P.M. on April 10, 1957 and was brought to my area of. the
room by the guard éupervising the general visiting area.

This visiting area is z large room arrangéd in an inform-
al manner with many individual clusters of chairs each drawn up
to a low table in the centetr of the cluster of chairs. The -

visitors face the inmate from their chairs which are drawn up on

observéd that in no case were the visitors allowed to sit side by
side with the inmate.

After shzking hands with the subject we both took seats
on opposite sides of the table and the sﬁbject opened the conver—
sation immediately by saying tna* he was sorry that he had caused

me to make this lcng trip from New Orleans for no purpose at all,

He stated that he had given the matter much thouuht and that he

had decidsd that 1t hcula bé .uss 1#55 and not in hlE own best

Zer Lim to confide. in .this nifice mr fe ke iesee o



'ﬁLterial or evidence to us. 'Hc:statéé:tﬁét-héAﬁéétﬁdrricd éicct
recent events and was at this po;nt af:ald to conflde in anyone.
He elaborated that he had become very suspicious of just about

- everyone and was extremely upset by the way "things were being
handlegd", ‘Further prompted, . the subject stated that he had asked
hls ‘sister to contact Mr. Garrison personally and had given her
expllclt 1nstructlons a@s to how he had wanted this contact to be
established. He saig that his 51ster had gone about things in
exactly the wrong way and that she and her husband were trying to
Play "amateur detective” and that all they were geing to succeed
in doing would be to get him in even deeper than he was and to

stir up more pPressure and more trouble, He stated that racently

his brother-in-law had visited him in Springfield and had attempte
to 1nterrogate" him very closely about this case and other matterk
in his past but that he (the subject) hag decided to trust abso-
lutely no one and that he would simply let hls case and everything
Ppertaining to it remain in the status quo. ,
At this point it.seemed patently unwise to question the
subject or to push h1m in any manner and our conversatlon was per—
mitted to drift into other unimportant and mlscellaneous channels. |’
The subject was quite 1nterested and willing to reveal to
me certain thlngs about hlmself and about the depth and complexity
of his own case and of his past personal life. He stated to me
that he had been "a very bad boy for a very long time”and that no
one knew of this since he had never discussed his perscnal beliefs

or his personal activities with anycne and had always concealed )

his activities with a good cover or front He stated that he had

e been involved in certaln activities which could get him in a tre-

mendous amount of trouble if the act1v1t1es became known and that

he woula probably wind up spendlng the rest of his life in prison
if anyone ever discovered exactly, and coulg prove exactly, what

he had teen up to. He stated to ma bat he had “sen a MarY1st~

Leninist for [AENY vears ang k- = ;3:t1c;1:' loveer

f . -
AL T [ VO SN A S =i

e e VO AU




: terested 1n helplng this offlce w1th our 1nvestlgatlon, for any

‘it might be a benefit to h1m personally and that 1f he ever d;d

llGarrison's statement that "let justice be done though the heavens

Unlted states or any of our Government functlons, nor was he in-
reason, or out of any motive, whatsoever except lnsofar as he thought

decide to help this OfflCE in any maneer it Qbuld only be because
he dec1ded that it wguld help "this number one hoy" (at this point
the subject pointed to himself).

The subject became ihteﬁsely curious abeut our investiga-

tion and, as our conversation progressed he stated that he was

pleased to see that I was willing to bring him up to date on our
investigation insofar as .the non—confidential aspects‘ware con-
cerned and'he stated that he'wae‘eartain that, at this stage of the
game, we toc had our hands full with amateur sleuths who were |
coming out of the woodwork. oer discussion contipued along this

general pattern until I mentioned to the subject that he really
too ‘
should not be/disturbed or upset by the conduct or amateurish ap-

proach of his sister and brother-in-law since, after all, it was
the best that could be expected of Enyone who was not accustcmed

to this sort of thing and that they certainly could not he expected

to behave as professionals.

- At this point the subject stated that this was precisely

the professionalism he was locking for when he had asked that he

be contacted ty Mr. Garrison. He statéd-that he. had képt account_-
of our progress as best he could through his limited access to news-
paéérs,and that he admired Mr. Garrison for his willingness to'
undertake this investigation and expose the truth regardless of

where it may lead. The subgect stated that.he had seen Mr.

= LL. - e a5 qQ .-

Garrison on telev151on, or had perhaps read a newspaper, Mr.

crumble" and that he (the subject) had been very much‘impressed

with this statement and had hoped to Bé able to assist Mr, Garrison

"

and, ;n 50 601na, ultlmatelv assist Htmae‘f and benefit his own
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At this pclnt I assured the :stb ject tﬁat any lnLOrﬂlthﬂ
or mager;al he released to' Mr. Garrlson .s . offlce would be handled

with the strictest confidence and that it would receive the most
"competent and professional'treatmene ehat_tﬁe office coulé mage
avaiiable;héth no furthej encouragemen% the sgﬁjeet begenhto.dis-
cuss the Kennedy-essessipation and his oen relaﬁionship'to it,
"He stated that there had actually been teree separate
plots to assassinate President Kennedy. ?he first was a plae to
kill President Kennedy by bombing (a concealed bomb in the speek-
er's platform or the speaker's podium)-on the occasion of Decem-
ber or January of 1962 when the Presidentrtraveled to Miami,
Florida to address the group ofACuban'prieoneis who had taken

part in the Bdy of Pigs invasion and who had 'just been released

and returned to the States. A second and similar plan to kill the

President was to have taken place in June of 1963 when the Presi- [

dent had traveled to Los'Angeles.for an important speaking engage-—|
ment. The subject stated that' the first end second plots (above
mentioned) had never really become serious and éhat the plans
never aid reach more than jusf the talking stage. The third anﬁ
final pipt, which did in fact end with the assassination of
ﬁfesideﬁt Kennedy, was an offsHoot of the other two pians and wa;
planned and put into effect by the same group of pepple.

D?he subject stated that these'plots to kill President
Kennedj had each involved several men.-some of them_cubane, and
tﬂet all three plots had been based along the same thinking and
logi.c. : - |

.At this point the subject asked me if I was aware of the
fact that the Cuban’ refugees in the United states had formed and
organized a great number of movements. organizations, groups, and

societies all of which were, irn one .way or another, dedicated o

the overthrow of Fidel castro. Most Gf these organizations of

- e . ] . 3
Cubzns are either formal or semi-fcrmal organizations with elected
| o S 7 ; |
Presifents =nd officers and en Lndnr ED ?EVIEuV of naresa such as !
2 ! }
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| The subject made lt expressly ¢lear at that time that nons of these

_in fact assassinated, President Kenfedy. Rather, he stated, that

until after he had told me everything he'had to say. This con-

organizations, acting as organizations, planned to assassinate, or

the Cubans who took an active_part in the assassination acted aé
ind;;iduals and that they did not all beiong to one organization
or even to two organiéatiors, even though they had all come to-
gether and become known to each other becauve of these organiza-
tions. -

At this point the subject became rather nervous and seemeg
to be reluctant to continue his description of what had taken
Place in connection with the Kennedy assassination. He asked a
variety of questions concerning the theories on which Mr. Garrison
had been working and whether or not we had received or had been
offered any cooperation by the Central Intelligence Agency or ﬁhe
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 1 assured the subject that inso-
far as the Kennedy aséassination was concerned, that this Offlce
was working ent1rely 1ndependently of any other organization and
that we did not believe that the FBI or the crTa could be inclined
to offer us any assistance, ?his statement seemed to relax the
subject a bit because, as he said, the information he was about

to give me, or could give e, was not such that it would enhance
the public image of either the FBI or the CIA.

At this tiﬁe tﬁe guard in the visitors room at the
Medical center for_Federal P;iscners a;nounced that‘bisiting ﬁours
were over and the subjec£ and I were forced to take very rapid
leave cf each other. Pprior to departing the subject asked me if

I could possibly stay in town and return during the next visiting

hours and I assured him that I had no intention of leaving town

cluded my first interview with the subject, Richard case Nagell

at 3:00 P.M. on April 10, 19&7.
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-classification and parole officer in:-charge of the subject's case.

words, into more hot water. -
At this time I presented to the subject the folleowing
possibility:

Upon leaving the visiting area of the Mediczal Center I asked to

speak to the prison social director Mr. Matthews and to the

-~
4

Neither of these gentlemen were available to speak to me and I was
asked to return later in the afterncon to see them and I was also
asked to leave a message as to the nature of the business I had

with them. I left word that I wished ;o mgke arrangements for a
privileged attorney-client interview with the subject siﬁée I had
not been satisfied with our ﬁeeting in a public meeting room.
For the rest of the day and during the morning of the next day
both of these men successfully avoided and evaded my attempts to
see them in their offices. a

On Tuesday morning at 8:30 A.M. I returned to the Mediéal
Center for Federal Prisopers and continued my interview with the
subject, Richard Case Nagell. Without preliminaries Mr. Nagell
continued our conversation exactly where it had been interrﬁpted
the day before by asking me what theory Mr. Garrison was working
on as regards the assassination of President Kennedy. The subject
apologized.to me for having  to ask me to explain our theofy or
theories and egpléaned himself by saying that he was very &uch
concerned lest we involve him by accident in more trouble with the

-

FBI or th? CIA. The subject said that he could not afford, at
this po2int, more trouble with ;ither of these organizations and
that he had to make absolutely certain that our a;proac£ té the

iﬁvéstigation of the aséassination was not such that, with the

information that he could give us, would lead him, in his own

That early in the Castro regime in Cuba, various efforts

were made by patriotic and anti-commuhist cubans, to overthrow

and/or to assassinate Fidel Castro. That.these -efforts included
small cuerrila rzids launched from the Florida Xeys, small

to laznd weapens and explosives 437 ¥R
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| cubans, and efforts on the part ‘of ﬁénylrefugEE'Cﬁbaﬁs=in the

'inflam@d many of the Cuban refugees that a group of individual

‘dence which was intended to come to light, would make the assassi-

Uniteq states to form large organlzatlons to collect money and.
weapons and to traxn forces for an lnva51on ‘of Cuha to overthrow
and/or assassinate Fidel castro. That much of thls antl-castro
worﬁ was éngouraged, sponsored and flnanged by-thﬁ Central Intelli-
efforts on the part of the Cubans and the CIA had been totally use--
less, -Adding insult to injury, the Bay of Pigs invasionf an.
acknowledged CIA operétibn, was a totél‘disaste; Qhen the Kennedy
administration decided at ;he last minute that fhey could not af-

ford, publicly, to lerd our support to the Bay of Pigs Invasion in

to the Cuban invaders. That during the lbng imprisonmenf of the
Cuban troupé of the Bay of Pigs Invasion, the entire invasion
operation—céh involvement was puﬁlicly investigated and openly
criticized, and, that the Kennedyradministration had stated as their
final excuse, that wﬁrld opinion and the opinion of the American
public was insufficient;y aroused to.justify an armed invasion by

the United States of the Island of Cuba. That this rational so

Cubans élﬁng with a few United States citizens decided to take
matters into their own hands and to pgrform an act sd violent and
outlandish in_itself, that it would insfanﬁly arouse United States
qnd-wofld opinion to such an extreme pltch that an armed invasion
by the United sStates, with United States mllltary forces, would be
then justlfleﬂ on the Island of Cuba. This 51ngle act, des;gned
That this assassinatioﬂ was planned originally in such a manner
that the assass?ns and/or their fall guy would be able to take

immediate réfuge in Cuba and thét this,-in addition to other evi-

~ .

nation look as though it had ‘beer ée=signead, nl ?ed and EXECLtEQ
. : + - ~ ° p
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undex the ordars of th=*':2-7 Tzstro regif <h ;uba. This, the
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gence Agency and that_for all practical ﬁurposes these miscellanecys

the form of Air Support and invading troups which had been promised.

to inflame world opinion, was the assassination of President Kennedy.
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‘inflamed many of the Cuban rafugees that a group of indlv;dual

Cubans, and efforts on.the part’of ﬁén}‘iefquE'Cubans in the
United stétes to form large organizations to cpllect money and
weapons and to train forces for an invasion of Cuba to overthrcw

-
and/or assassinate Fldel Castro. That much of this anti-castro
work was éncouraged. sponsored and financed by the Central Intelli-

gence Agency and that for all practiecal ﬁurposes these miscellanecys

efforts on the part of the Cubans and the CIA had been totally use-
less: Adding insult to injury, the Bay of Pigs invasion. an

acknowledged CIA operation, was a total dlsaster when the Kennedy
admlnlstratloq decided at the last minute that thay could not af-

ford, publiely, to lend our support to the Bay of Pigs Invasion in

the form of Air Support and invading troups which had been promised

to the cuban invaders. That during the long imprisonment of the

Cuban troups of the Bay of Pigs quasion, the entire invasion
operation-CIA involvement was publicly investigated and openly
criticized, and that the Kennedy.administrétion had statedlas their
final excuse, that w&rld cpinion and the opinion of the American
public was insufficient%y aroused to justify an.armed invasion by -
the Upited States of the Island of Cuba. That this rational so
Cubans along with a few United States citizens decided to take
matters into their own hands and to pgrform an act so violent and
that it would instantly arouse United States

outlandish in itself,

and world oplnlon to'such an extreme pztch that an armed xnva51on

by the United States, w1th United States milltary forces, would be
then justlfled on the Island of Cuba.. This single act, designed l
to inflame world opinion, was the assassination of President Kennedy.
That this assassination was planned originally in such a manner

that the assassins and/or their fall guy would be able to take

immediate refuge in Cuba and that this,-in addition to other evi- -

dence whiéh was intended to comez to light, would make the 2ssassi-

ation lock as though it had been designed, planned and executed

lender &

a2 ordsrs rf *he Fidel'gaétro,re@ime'iﬁ:Cuba. - This, the
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-sation of four individuals and that the tape was prlmarlly in

Il tents w1thout first hav1ng obtalned thls letter signed in a secret

whisper to me the name, address and telephone number of the frlend

Conéerniﬂg thé-ccnteng‘of'the ééﬁe.;;éordingHin q;=s*ian,

the subjact stated that it was a. tape recoralng made of a conver-
-

Spanish although on certain occasions in the tape certaln of the
particlpants lapsed into English. When que;tipnéd as to thg iden-
tity of the Persons speaking on the tap; the subject stated openly
that one of them was "Arcacha"and another 1ndiv1dual whom the sub-
ject would only idéntif;s"q 4; The subject- did not wish' to go 1ntJ
more detail concernlng thEAEEEEAEEAEbat time since he, all during
our previous conversations, had indicated that our conversaﬁion
could possibly be ‘bugged. .

As to the method of our cbtaining the tape recording, ﬁhe
subject advised as follows:

The tape in question, along with a variety of other tape

recordings, papers and other ;tems highly 1ncrim1nat1ng to the sub+

ject, are in a box or small trunk which the subject left in the
and

safekeeping and care of an intimate/trusted friend An arrangement

was made between the subject and this friend that under no circumJ
stances was this box or trunk or any of its contents to be releasec

to any person whatsoever other than the sub]ect unless the friend

were to be approached by a person bearlng a handwrltten letter in
the handwrltlng of the subject which letter would have to be 51gneJ

by the SJbJeCL in a certain secret manner. If anyone were to ap-

proach the frlend and attempt to ohtain the box or -any of its con-

manner, then, in that case, the frlend had instructions to destroy
. that .
anything and everything/had been left in his safekeeping by the

subject. ~

.

Mr. Nagell then 1nd1cated to me that he was willing to
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with whom:he had left this evidence but prlor to doing so Athe sub-.

ject asked me to pled~s my vcrd that the name, addrﬂss and tele-
{ !
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this
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report, or ccpies. of this report,
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could cenceivably leave

this office and- fall into the nands or the FBI or the CIA.

The

successful then a second effort will be made when the subject is

subject 1nd1cated that if this should happen, he was sure that the
FBI would charge in on his friend, klck in his front door, and

harass him i;to turnlng over all of the aforementioned materlal.
He stated ﬁhat."this material is my whole future" and indicated
that he had to be particularly careful of how it was handled. This
5eing the case, the name, address and telephone number of the sub-
5act's friend does not appear in this report but ﬁas been turned
over to Mr. Garrison for use at his discretion. '

The subject and I then entered into a lengthy discussion
as to how the letter in question directed to his friend could be
placed into my hands; bearing in mind the fact that the subject
was not able to deliver to me anything in writing and that all of
his outgoing written material was very closely censored. It was
resolved that there were two‘possibilities:

1. That the subject would immediately réquest.of the
prison.officials at the ﬂ§dical Center that he be granted privi-
leged attorney-client interviews with me and that if this request
were g;anted he would then be able to smuggle this letter to me.

2. The subject stated that he was scheduled to be éent
back to Lea;énworth Fede¥31 PenitEntiary withiﬁ a few days and
since.priyileggd communications at Leavenworth were much easier
to come by than in the Medical Center, Le would be able to hand

me the letter in question if x were to visit him at Leavenworth.

- The subject asked that I return to Springfield within a

few days to attempt to see him under privileged circumstances since

in his own words, "time is of the essence". If this effort is un-

transferred to Leavenworth.

IMPRESSIONS AND OPINIONS: The subject, Richard Case

Nagell,

seems to have full command of his sanses and total recall of his

is'an extremely articulate "ard well spoken individual who l

.
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‘cooperate with the FBI. It is his impression that this cooperatich

/to make a final decision of either leaving this country (United

"I returred to my room in the Candlelight Motel 'in Springfield and

‘made arrangements to travel to Kansas city for the purpose of

ST

ctivities and constantly mentions dates, times and places that

pertain to matters concerning this.investigation. He is of ths
2 ) s
opinion that he will be forced to complete his full ten year

prison sentence, of which six years remain, unless he offers to

would mean the release to the FBI of all.Pf the material incident
to his.agsociationiwiﬁﬁ the Soviet Embassy in Moscow and he is not
willing to do this. Mr. Nageli sﬁated to me that;in'éix years
from now (i.e.' when he is rele;sed from prisﬁn), he will éhen be-
forced
States) forever or remaining in this country in good standing
forever. It is his opinion that everything will depend.on haw the
aforementioned box or trunk containing his possessions.is handled.
I received the impressipn that Mr. Nagell does not really care,
one way or the other, whether he leaves this count%y or not in six
years since he feels thatlit is possible for him to live in peace
either in the United States or in the Soviet Union depending on
the circumstances at that time. Although Mr. Nagell stated to me
that he felt no particular loyalty to the United States and had
worked with the Soviet Union as a matter of principle and perscnal
convictions, he also stated to mﬁ that‘tﬁe release of his tape i
recording to Mr. Garrison was his_first step in seeing what he
could do *o "square himself".with this country. i
. At this pdigt Lhé guard in the visiping area announced
the éna of visitiqé hours ahd the subject and I parted with my
promise to return to Springfield within a few days to attempt to
see him under privileged visiting conditions.

-~ At approximately 11:00 A.M. on Tuesday April 11, 1967

meeting with Mr. Lawrence Loftus, an attérney practicing in the.
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.aspects of the handling of prisoners in both Leavenworth Federal

Jl privileged communications should be able to be obtained in Spring-

| TRAE e T e T 257 Bldas
State of Kanszsg, with, offices in_the. Hedrick Land Title Corptﬁ in

"
"

Oléghe, Kansas.
Pioneer Air Taxi Service'ffom springtield to Kansas city,

Kansas depéttéd springfield airport at 3:30 P.M. that date and

arrived Kansas city; Kansas at 4:30 P.M. I boarded this flight

and was met at the Kansas City Airport‘hyAMr. Loftus.

Throughout the following day, Wednesday, April 12, 1967,
law e
I remained with Mr. Loftus in his/offices reviewing the procedural

penitentiary and the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners in
Séringfield; Mﬁf f,oftus, who has had a good deal of experience
with inmates at Leavenworth,is_gf thg opinion that there will be
no diffic;lty in obtaining ;:ivileged communications with the sub-

ject once he is transferred to Leavenworth. He also stated that

field Medical Center but oﬁly at the fequest of the priscner.
This was basically the same information which had been obtained in
springfield and was confirmed b; my research of this date. At
g8:15 P.M. I departed Kansas city on 12th of April 1967'to return
ta New Orléans on Braniff Flight 241.

" pvery effort will bg.exeréed to obtain the letter in
question'from the.subject and, subseéuently. to obtain the tape

recording referred to by Mr. Nagell.




