April 18, 1967
TO: 3im Garrison, District Attorney
JFROM: | William R. Martin, Assistant Diétrict Attorney

SUBJECT: Richard Case Nagell, Federal Prisoner No. PMB- A—léGOS—H
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Sprlngfleld Mo.

On Mcnday mornlng April 1o, 1967 at 7:30 A.M. I departed
New Orleans for Sprlngfleld Missouri on board Delta Flight 836.
The purpose of this trip was to 1nterv1ew the subject 1dent1f1ed
above who had offered himself as an informant to this offlce
Upon arrival in Sprlngfleld at 11:17 A.M. I retained yellow cab -

nurber 9 and was driven directly to the Federal Center. There I

was advised by the guard at the main entrance to the building that!

he would have to obtain the permission of the ClﬁSSlflCdthn and
parole officer assigngd to the subject before I%wguld be allowed
visiting privileges. The guard reéuested that 1 filllout a "visi-
tors form" and he then took my completed form and'éhe subject's.
record jacket‘elsewhefe in the building out of my sight and. re-
turnéd at about ten or fifteen qénuteé and stated that I would be
allowed to visit the subject during regular visiting hours from

1 to 3:00 p.M. By this time it was 12:20 P.M. so I elected to
have yellcw cab number 9 wait for me..

At five minutes to one P.M. T was ﬁsﬁered,-alohé with
several other visitors, into*a“yery large and informal waiting
room where we were asked to await the ar;ival of the person whom
we had come to visit.

NOTE:" Contrary to what I had been told to expect I

was not personally searched nor was my brlefcase searched prior

to belng allowed in to visit ‘the Subj&ct. For future refefence

it should also be noted that the 1nmates or arlsoners of thls
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w1thout the’ prlor consent of ehelr cla551f1catlon offlcer &Ll

material written or signed by the inmate is censored by the pri--
sonitofficials and there exists no or1v11eged communlcgtlon betweer
lawyer and qlient at thio institution uniess.epeciai arrangements
have been made for a prrvate interview by the inmatezﬁimself;

The v;51tor is free to write his own notes durlng the visit with
- the inmate and may hand the notes and.oth=r docduments or papers
‘to the inmate for the inmate to read and this is done without

supervisicn or densorship but, in no case may the prisoner write

or sign his name or deliver a document to the visitor without the

aforementioned prior approvalj

_The foilowing interview with the subject, Richard case
Nagell, took place over a two day pericd and a total of four hours
of standard eisiting hours. The interviews'with the subject were
made without taking notes eince the presence of a note pad and a
pencil seem to make the subject nervous ano reluctant to speak

freely.

The subject was brought into the viéiting room.promptly
at 1:00 P.M. on April 10, 1967 and was brought to my area of the
. room bé the guard supervising the general visiting area.
* - This visiting area is A large room arrangen_in an intorm~

al manner with many individual clusters of chairs each drawn up

to a Jow table in the center of the clnster of chairs. Tne
visitors face the inmate from thelr.cnalre which are drawn up on
the opposite side of the small table from the inmate and, I
‘observed that in no case were the v151tors allowed to 51t side by
side thh the inmate. : |

After shaking hands with'thé subject_ﬁe both toock seats

on opposite sides of the table and the subject opened.the conver—

sation 1mmedlate1y by sayxng that he was sorry that he had caused

me to make thls long trlp from New Orleans for no purpose at all.
. ~r . i

He stated that hﬂ had glven the matt er much thought and that he

'ihad declceﬁ that lt;WOuAQ be,useless and not }n hls own best

Y
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'métériéi'of'é#iéencgféb:ﬁs.;:He'sfaieé Ehét he was worried about
recent events and was at this point -afraid to confide in anyone.
He_elabé}ated'that he héq become very suspicious of just aboqt'
everyone gPd|was extremel} upset by thg way "things were being
handled". gurther prompted, the subject stated tha; he‘had asked
his sister to cout;ct'Mr. Garrisoa personally and had given her
explicit instructiqns as to how he had";anted this contact to be
established. He said thatrhis sister had gone about things in
exactly the wrong way and thét she and‘hér ﬁusbﬁnd were trying to
‘play "amateur detective" and that all they were going t§ succeed
in doing would be to get him in eéeﬂ‘deeper than he was and to
stir up more pressure and more trouble. He stated that recently
his brother~in-law had visited him in Springfield and had attempte
io "interrogate” him very closely about this case and other matter
in his past but that he (the subject) had decided to trust abso-
"lutely no one and that hg would simply -let his case and everything
pertaining to it remain in the status un. t'

At this point it seemed patently unwise to question the
subject or to push him in any manner and our conversation was per-
mitted to drift into other unimportant and miscellaneous cﬁannels.

lThe.subject was quite gntereéted and willing to reveal to
me certain things about hlmselg and about the depth and complexity
of hlS own case and of his past personal life. He stated to me
that he had been "a very bad boy for a very long timg”and that no
one knew of this since he had never discusséd hiS‘personal.heiiefs
.oi his pe;sonél-acfivigﬁggﬁgigb“qnyone and had always concealed
his activities with a good co@er or front. He stated ‘that he haad
been involved in certain activities which could get him in a tre-
mendous amount of trduble if the activities became known and that

he would probahly wind up spendlng the rest of his life in prison

1f anyone ever discovered exactly, and cculd prove exactly, what'

he had been ua to. he stated to me that he had been a2 Marxist-

Leninist fc* many year =nd'that_he Ead no particular love or




United states 6f‘any'6§ gﬁé GéveknﬁEhtﬁfunctions; nor was he in-
tereste@ in ﬂelping this office with our investigat;on, for any
'reason,or out of any mo#iveiwhatso;;er except insofar as he thought
it might be a'benefit to him personally and that if he ever did
decide to help this office in any mannef it would only be because
||lhe decided that it w;uld help "tbis numper one boy" (at this point
the subsect poihéed to himself].-

The subject became intensely curious about our investiga-
tian ané; as our conﬁersation.progressed. he stated that he was
pleased to see that I was willing to bring him up to daté on our
investigation insofar as the non-confidential aspects were con-
‘cerned and he stated that he was certain that, at this stage of theg
game, we too had our hands full with amateur sleuths who were ' .
coming out of the woodwerk. Our discussion continued along this
general pattern until I menﬁianed to the subjgct'that he really

too
should not be/disturbed or upset by the conduct or amateurish ap-

}

the best that could be.expeéted of anyone who was not accustomed

proach of his sister and brother-in-law since, after all, it was

to this sort of thigg and that they certainly could not be‘expected
to behave as professionals. . L= y
At this point the subzect stateﬁ that this was preciseiy
the professionalism he was 1oo§ing for when he had asked that he
be cont=cted by Mr. Garrisen. He stateé that he had kept account
, . 5 4 -
of our progress as best he could through his limited access to news-
- paﬁe?s and that he admired Mr. Garrison for his wiliingness to
undertake this investigation and expose the truth regardless of
where it may lead. The subject stated that he had seen Mr.
Garrison on television, or had perhaps_reaqﬁg newspaper, Mr.

Garrison's statement that "let justice be done though the heavens

crumble" and that he (the subject) had been very much impressed

with this statement and had hoped to be able to assist Mr. Garrisor
and, in so doing, ulEimately assist himself and benefit his own

position.




At - th;s 901nt b assured Lhe subject that any 1n cenatioq
or meterlal he released to Mr. Garrlson s Offlce would be handled
with the strictESt confldence and that it would receive ;he'most
competent and professional treatmenc that the offxce could make
,availablea‘éth no further encouragement the aubject began to dis-
cuss the Kennedy=essas§1natlon and his own relationship to it.

He stated that there had actually been three separate
plots to assassinaﬁe PresidEnflxennedy. The first was a plan to
kill President Kenneay'by bombing (a concealed ﬁomb in the speak-
er's platform or the speaker's podium).on the occasion of Decem-
ber or January of 1952 when the Pres;dent traveled to Miami,
Florida to address the group of Cuban prisoners who had taken
part in the Béy of Pigs invasion and whe had‘just been released
and returned to tﬂe States. A second and similar plan to kill the
President was to have taken place in June of 1963 when the Presi-
dent had traveled to Los Angeles for an important speaklng engage—
ment. The subject stateu that’' the first and second Pluts (above
mentioned) had never really become serious and that the plans
never did reach more than just the teleing stage. The third and
final,plet, which did in fact end with the assassinat%on of
Piesideﬂt Kennedy, was an offsﬁbot of - the other two.plans and was
planned and put into effect by the same group of pedple.

The subject stated that these plots to kill President
.Kennedy had each involved several men, some of them Cubans, and
that all three plots had been based along the same thlnklng and
logic. l

At this point the subject asked me if I was aware of the
fact that the Cuban fefugees in the United States had formed and
~organized a great number of movements, organizations, groups, and
- societ1e5 all of whlch were, in one way or another, dedlcated to

the overthrow of Fldel Castro. Most of these organizatlons of

- =

Cubans zre either formal or semi-formal organiﬁaticns with.elected
) i . ) - . a ‘ |-

riety of names, such as
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‘'subject: a bit because, as he said, the information he was about

at 3:00 P.M. on april 10,

Ty

The subject made it exﬁressl} cleaf at ;haf ;éﬁé-tﬁaé ﬁoﬁs'of theg
organizations,acting as‘organizatipns,'plannea to aQ;QSSiAaté,‘o¥
in fagt‘assassihated, President Keﬂnedy. _Rather, hé-étated,.that
the Cubans who took an active part in the assassinationfacted as
individuals and that they did not all helong:td one'ﬁégénizatiom
or even to'two-organlzatlons, even though they had all come to-
gether and become known to each other because of these organiza—
tions.

At thi; poin§ the sﬁbject.became Tather.hervous and seemed
to be reluctant to continue his description of what had taken

place in connection with the Kennedy assassination. He asked a

variety of questions concerning the theories on which Mr. Garrison
had been wor#ing and whether or not we .had received or had been
offered aﬁy cooperation by the Central Inteliigence Agenc§ or the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. I assured the subject that inso-
far as the Kennédy assa;sination was concerned, that this ;ffice
was working ehtifely ind;pendently of any other-organization afd
tﬁét we did not believe that the FBI or the CIA could ‘be inclined

to offer us any assistance. This statement seemed to relax the

to givq'me, or could give me, was not'such that it would enhance

the public image of either the FBI or the CIA.

.. At this time the guard in the visitors room at the

Medlcal Center for Federal Prisoners announced that v1$1t1ng hours
were over and the subject and I were forced to take very rapid

leave of each other. Pr%or to departing the subject asked me if
I could possibly stay in town and return.during the next visiting
hours and I assured him that I had no intention of leaving town

until after he had told me everything he had to say. This con—
cluded my_first interview with the sﬁbject,ARichard Case Nagell
| 7 1967.
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Upon leaving the visiting area of the Medical Center

speak to the prison social directorer.'MattheWB and

1 asked to

£0'the

- were made by patriotic and anti-commynist cubans, to overthrow

classific;tion and parole officer_iﬂ charég of the subject's case.
Neither of these gentlemen were available to spgak to me and I was
asked to return later in the afterncon to see them and I was also
‘ésked to IESbe a messaéé as to the nature of(thé business I had

.~

with them. I left word that I wished to make arrangements for a

privileged attorney-client interview with the subject since I had
not been satisfied with our meeting in a public.meeting room.

For the rest of the day and during the morning of the next day

both of these men successfully avoided and evaded my attempts to

see them in their offices.
On.tuesday morning at 8:30 A.M. I returned to the Medical

Center for.Federal Prisoners and continued my interview with the
subject, Richard Case Nagell. Without prelim%naries Mr. Nagell
continued our ccnversat?pn exactly where it had been interfupted
the day befor; by asking me what theory Mr. Garrison was working
on as regards the assassination of.President Kennedy. - The sgbject
apologizeq to me for having to ask me -to explain our theory or’
‘theories and explained himself by sayihg that he was ve?y much
Eonc;rqéd lest we involve him by acciaeﬁt in more trouble with the
FBI or the CIA. The subject said that he could not afford..at
tﬁis puint, more trouble with either of these organizations and
that he had to méke absolutely certain that our app}oach té the
investigation of the aséassination was not such tha¥, with the
fhformaéion‘that he could give us, wouldllead him, in his own
words, inte more hot water. _—

s~ ~—"At-this time;I presented*£o”the s;bject the following
possibility:

-That'early in the Castro régime in Cuba, various efforts

and/or to zssassinate Fidel
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% weap9ns and to train forces for an 1nvaslnn of cuba to overthrow

lefforts on the part ©of the Cubans and the cIa had been totally use-

'inflamed many of the Cuban refugees that a group of individual

. ||y the United sStates, with United States military forces, would be

Cubans} and efforts qﬁ the part of many réfu@eg_;ubans in the

United States to form large organizations to Eollect-ncney and

and/or assa551nate Fidel Castro. That much of this anti:castro

work was encouraged, sponsored and financed by the Central Intelli-

gence Agency and that for all practlcal purposes these miscellaneoys

less. Adding insult to injury, the Bay of Pigs 1nvasion, an .
acknowledged CIA.operation, was a total disaster when the Kennedy
administration decided at the last minute that they could not af-

ford, publicly, to lend our support to the Bay of Pigs Invasion in

the form of Air Suppobrt and invading troups which had been promised
to the cuban invaders. Thaé during the long imprisonment of the
Cuban troups of the Bay of Pigs Invasion, the entire invasion
operation-CIA involvement was publicly investigated and openly
criticized; and that the Kennedy administration had stated.as their
firal excuse, ,that world"opinion and the opinien of the Americqp
public was insufficiently aroused to justify an armed invasionfhy

the United States of the Island of Cuba. That this rational so

Cubans along with a few United States c1t12ens decided to take

matters into- thelr own hands and to perform an act so violent and
outlandish in itself, that it would instantly arouse United States

and .world opinion to such an extreme pitch that an armed invasion

then justified on the Island of Cuba. This single act, design;d
to inflaﬁe wﬁrld opinion, was the assassinﬁtioﬂ of President Kennedy.
That tﬁfi_qssag%%giF}qquig Elanned orlglnally in ;gch a8 manner
that the assassins and/cr their fall guy would be able'to take

immediate refuge in cuba and :hat this,. in addltlon to other evi-

dence which- was intended to come to light, would make ‘the assa551—

natlon look as though it had been de51aned planned and executed

under the orcders cf the Fidel castro reg1me in’ Cuba. This, ths
: w7 !
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Kennedy, would then justify an immediate invasion of Cuba by the

United States military forces. e

Thrqughoﬁt my explanation of the above possibility the
subject had follcwed my words with extreme interest and had nodded
his héaé vigorously on occasion. He now stated "that is absolute-
ly right*, as a general picture, but of coutse there are some fin;
points‘here and there that you have not covered". He w;nt on to
éay that we were obviously aware of many of these fine points, or
we would not know as much as we alfeady obviously did. He also
stated that the evidence which he wanted to give to Mr. Garrison
was of such a nature as to "wrap up and_put a seal on" the entire
investigation. l .

In discussing the evidence that he wished to turn over-to
Mr. Gar;ison the subject went into some minor detail as to how h;
came to possess the evidence. The subject stated that for a long
time he, as a Mafxist—Leninist. had worked “fo:'&m other side"
and had worked under the specific control of the Soviet Embassy
iﬁ Mexico City. In this connection, the subject stated that he
had done a varie?y of work assigned to him out of the Soviet Em-

bassy in Mexico city and that he had been ‘briefed by a member of

that Embassy as to the Miami '2nd Los Angeles plots to assassinate
y 3 g

President Kennedy. As to the assassination in Dallas the subject

stated that his only connection was to function as a watchdog for
the Soviet Embassy and to inform them of exactly what was taking
place and of what progreés was being made on a day to day baéis.
The subject was able, in some manner which he did not disclose;

to infiltrate fhe assassination ploé and, for a reason of his own
which he did not disclose, the subjeét was able to make a tape
recording of four voices in conversation concerning the plot which
ended in the assassination of-President Kehﬂedy. It is precisely

this tape recording which the subject has decided to turn over to

‘Hr. Gzrrisecn as soon as he possibly can.




. manner, then, in that case, the friend had 1n5tructlon5 to destroy

-to any person whatsoeveg}other than the suhjec%,unless the friend

Concerning the’ ccn*enu of’ tb= tape recordlng lP quest-v“,-

the sub]egt stated that it wa; a tape recc:dlngtmade ofﬁa ‘conver--
satibn_of four iﬁdividual; and that-thé fape'wés'primafily én‘
Spanish although on certain occasions in tﬁe tape ce;taia of the
participants lapsed into English. When questioﬁed aS'tb.the iden—
tity of the-persons speaking on the tape the subject stated openly
‘that one of them .wag "Arcacha“and anoﬁ%er individual whom tha sub-
ject would only identify "Q-“. ' The subject did not wish to go intc
more detail concernlng the tape at that time since he, all durlng
our previous CODVEISathHS, had 1ndlcated that o;r conversation
could possibly be bugged.

AQ to fhe ﬁ;thoa of our obtaining the tape récording, the
subject advised as follows:

The-tape in guestion, along with a,variety of other tape
recordings, papers and other items highly incriminating to the sub-
ject, are in a box or small trunk which the subject left in the
safekeeping and care of an intimate/zggsted friend. BAn arrangement

was made between the subject and this friend that under no circum-

stances was this box or trunk or any of its contents to be releasec

were%;o'be approached by a person bearing a Handwritten letter in

-

the handwriéing of the subject}which letter would have to be signed-

by the subject in a certain secret manner. If anyone were to ap-

prdach the friend and attempt to obtain the box or any of its con-

tents without first haviﬁg obtained this letter sigred in a secret

that
anything and everythlng/had been left 1n his safekeeping hy the

sub]ect. G b ;...- i e _.‘...—.-..'.f;..'...‘ ——— iEais '-, e A=l
Mr. Nagell then indicated to me that he was willing to
whisper tb mg-the name, address and telephone number of the Eriend

with whom he had left thls ev1dence but prlur to doing so the sub—

"

ject asked me to; pledce my wor d tnat the name, addre B an@ tele~

phone numbér of the 1ﬂdavld'§1.ﬁ;uld hot be w;itten dcwn in this .

Hfepert . ='Ee Infliorged T o0 2 TS £ the possikility that
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this renorﬁ{ or coplea o‘ &hls repor:, ccula ronCELvably lea e
this office and fall 1nto'the cands of the FBI oé the CIA.' The
suﬁject ;ndicated'that {f this should happen,' he was sure that ths
FBI would charge in cn his friend, kick in his front door, and
harass hlm into turning over all of the aforementioned material.
He stated that "this material is my whole future" and indicated-
that he had to bé particularly careful of how it was handled. This
being the case, the name, address and teiephone'number of the sub-
jeci's friend does not appear in this report but gas been turned
‘over to Mr. Garrison for use at his discretion.

_The' subject and I then entered into a lengthy discussion
as to how the letter in gquestion directed to his friend could beé
placed into my hands; bearing in mind the fact that the éubsect
was not able to deliver to me anything in writing and that all of
his outgoing written material was very closely censored. It was
‘resolved that there were two possib?lities; -

1. That the subject would immediately request of the
prison officials atrthe Medical Center that hé be granted privi-
leged attorney-client interviews with me and that if this request
were granted he would then be able to smuggle this letter ;o me.

2. -The subject stated that he was scheduled to be sent

: - >
back to Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary within a few days and
since privileged communications at Leavenworth were much easier
to come by thaﬁ in the Medical Center, he would be able to haﬁd
me the letter in q&estion if I were to visit him at Leavenﬁorth.

The 5u£jeet asked that I return to Springfield within a_
few days to attempt to see hiﬁ under privileged circumstances since
in his own words,;étiﬁe is of the essence". If this effort is un-

successful then a second effo:t will be made when the subject 1is

transferred to Leavenworth.

IMPRESSIONS AND OPINIONS: The subject, Richard case

Nagell, is an extremely articulate and well spoken individual who

-

seens to Pa"e full cc"-aﬁd oF his senses and fotal recall’ of his i_

g e




activities and congtanfly ménti;ng%ﬁ;kéé};tiﬁésiéné placeé.éhat
péétain‘to matters céncerning'this'investigaticn. He is of the
opinion that he will be'forced to complete his‘full ten year
prison sentence, of which six years remain, unless he offers to
cooperate with the FBI. It is his impression that this cooperaticn
would mean the release to the FBI of 511 of the material inéidént'
to his'association ;ith the Soviet Embassy in Moscow and he is not
willing to do this. Mr. Naéeli stated to me that in six years
from now (i.e.' when he is released from pgison), he will éhen be'-
I forced . -

/to make a final decision of either leaving this country (United
States) forever or remaining in this country in goodvstanding
forever. It is his opinion th;t everything will depéna on how ‘the|
aforementioned box or trunk containing his possessionslis handied.
I received the impressign that Mr. Nagell does not really care,
one way or the other, whether he leaves this country or not in six

years since he feels that it is possiﬁle_for him to live. in peace

either in the United States or in the Soviet Union depending on

the circumstances at that time. .Although Mr. Nagell stated to me
that he felt no particular loyalty to the Unitedhstates and Had-
worked with:the Soviet Union as a matter of principle and personal
coﬁvictions, he also 'stated tg me téaﬁ the release of his tape
recording to Mr. Garrison was his first step in seeing what he
could fo to "sguare himself" with this country.

At this poiﬂt £he guard in the visiting area announced
the end of v;sitipg hours and the subject-ahd I éartéd with my
promise to return to Springfield within a few days to attempt fo
see him under privileged visiting conditions.

- At appro%imately 1i:OO A.M. on Tuesday April 11, 1967
I returned to my room in the Candlelight Motel in Springfield and

made arrangements to travel to Kéngas city for the purpose of

‘meeting with Mr. Lawrence Loftus, an 'attorney practicing in the




'State of Kansas -witvh dffices in' the Hedrick Land Title c-ogp‘.a in
Olathe, Kanéas.
: | Pioneer Air Taxi Service frgﬁ Springfield to Kansas City,
Kansas departed Springfield Airpor£ at 3:30 P.M. that date and
argived Kansas City, Kansas at 4:30 P.M. I boarded this flight
and was met. at the Kansas City Alrport by Mr. Loftus. : %

Throughout the following day, Wednesday, April 12, 1967,
I remained with Mr. Loftus in hls/é§¥£ces reviewing the prucedural
aspects of the handling of prisoners in both Leavenworth Federal
Penitenﬁiary ana'the Medical center for Fed;ral Prisoners in .
Springfield. Mr. Léftus. who has ha@ a good deal of experience
with inmates at Leavenworth,is of the opinion that there will be
no difficulty in obtaining privileged communications with the sub-
ject once he is transferred to Leavenworth. He also stated tha£
privileged communications should be able ﬁo be obtained in Spring-
field Medical center but only at the request of the prisoner.
This was basically the s#me information which had been obtained in
Springfield and was confirmed by my research of this dat;. At
8:15 P.M. I departed Kansas City on 12th of April 1967 to return
to New Orleans on Bqaﬁiff Flight 241. )

" Every effort.will be exerted to obtain the 1e£ter in

question from the subject and, subsequently, to obtain the tape

recordlng referred to by Mr. Nagell




