2t. 12, Frederick, ad, 21701
1/11/76

Hp, Ford Rowan personal
HEC Ne«s

4001 Hebraska AvVe., ld
Hmm. HCCC

Dear Ford,

Shortly after the last time we spoke 1 developed rhlebitle, without the side
bunefite now popularly essocisted with it. So I do what travelling I must ounly and i'm
not in Washington often. When i am i do not drive. dot yot, aayway.

Tonight I had a call from a stranger who callsd me ebout your interview with
Colby last Thursday. Mot knowing it would bs on I mipged 4t, He begen by acking ne
if I kmew about MK Ultrs and BX Felta and had any reason to believe there might be a
ommwtim with my work. He wonderec the code names had cone up in my work., They
haven't but they seen fauiliar, like I%Ad reud about them. Ho linked this with the
Olson case. (I Eirst kuow Exdc Olson when Le was 15 but never knew Frank.)

I do get some nut calls. 4his was not one, Fo knew details of the Olson case,
for exawple, that 1 do not and i've followed the reporting fairly diligently.

lie does not have my books yet seoms %o heve a charrimo.ledge of fact as woll
as the cootroversy mhout the Warren Report.

He does not live near heore but gets the Washington Post. Peterson's stery about
me poveral weeks ago in the Horylsnd section, he nadd, is wh§ he celled wes Porhaps.
And people who live far away do subseribe to the Post. But wailt a month teo call &
atranger and talk for an hour and & half?

Ho is articulate, ictelligent, well-informed mnd seoms to have some intelligence
knowledge. During the coursc of the conversstion I roferred to "black bocke" without his
askdng what thoy are. Few people kuow,.

Be has eore reamson for thinking 1 should talk teo you sbout what you aireé and
what ho thinks you know, suspect or both,

1 know nothing about these projects., ¢ did say thet in an esrlier form there
was a projret with this neme, in 1951, under a Vr, Sidney Cohen, in Los Angeles. For
all I know you may have aired this.

I formed the impression during this conversation that thds men hed an intelligence
connection in the past. I therefors think it in posziblc hw ey have some kucwleiga. He
pays I will be hoaring from him azain after I return froz a trip 1'll leave on Thursday.
I anked him to hold off until after ths 21st, zhen there is a dalnwier =all on one of
ny ¥reedon of Information Aot casneas, one that hap elready besn productive.

12 you have a transcript of the interview or can lend me & sound tape of/preferably
both I'm willing to take the tirg to pay closs attention. X anvthdng come og-this 1')1
ba glad to give it o vou. 1 san *$ kesp up with my major prevccupations now.

Protty clearly this man i3 not irrational, he was subtle in hia inadctence so it
cau't fairly bo calied ingistence, but he secms to have some reason for thinkdng you and
1 ahould talk sbout this. I'm willing if you think it worthwhile, Unlesn he hus reason
to belicve that thess projects had a connection with assassinationShis reason for ealling
ma of all people isn't clear. 1'm not uncasy sbout hic calling me instead of Lotterw
known people in the ficld because an intelligent man would kinow the great differences in
our approaches, that I do my own lovestlgating and analyses, work with fact and not the
popular speculationss That it was sugeested to him is not impomsible.




i:@ Imows about ume what was not in the Post etory, the price of my books, all but
the last, I have rold none to bookstores in his area and he referred to the ppice by i
mail, which is slightly more. But I have no recollection of havicg sent even a flyer i
on the books to his area. His name was not famlliar to ny wife, who does all the wailing
I do not.

He has to have had some reasen for calling me rather than, say, Lene., Or Fenster-
wald, (e did not kuow of zym connection with the King cese, only JFK and that I keep
after the government to end supyressions.) Going along with tids I would say that his
opdnion of the Post story is a bit inflated. Or, that the Post story may not have been £
the real reason he called me. fi

If his call had not impressed we I'd not be taking this time beususe I can't and
don't keep the hours I did for years and I should be in bed. While it is not impoanible
that he is an intelligent, informed theorizer, I did not set this impression and in en
hour and a half he gave no indication of any s.ch tendency. I di¢ get the conversation
to wandering to give him the opportunity. In the course of this, when he gsve me the
inconspicuous opportunities, I satisfied mysolf that he is not s regulsar reader »f the
Post or if he is, he ie a selective one, When he turned the conversation to Terry
Lengffor's representation of Dr. Gottlieb (which I had not knowj and wondered I had a
chance to pompare with Phil Hirskicop, who haa been in the Post often and conspicuocusly
rocently. In sy opinion a Post reader in a distant rural-type area is much more likely
to read the main news or the Ketro sections that) the weokly enn supplement,Oddly,
while he said he didn'tkx Jmow of Himasickop he did know of the case, which Phil won,
and the approxizate time of its end. Now that case -there is anoiher-had CIi involve
ments in the defense's sllegations. The remaining one does not, “n the remaining cause
Hele's boys are charged with obstructing Justice, Thims is the more serious charge. The
first was a wire-tapping case. (They're gquilty in both cases, if amcquitied in the first,)

I think I will hear further from this man. I can't be certain but I think he
knows something and didn't dare sey it on the phone mnd fears the maila. (With me he is
right dn both counts and I'1l br spdng over it scon, sometime after the 16th, when it
becoses possible under the law.) But if you have no interest, all I can do is listen
to whatever he is able to get o we.

It is pretty farout, but if this man still has spook co.nection he could smkx
know that I've been alfter the CIA for their files on wme, There are conscientious people
in the CIA who want the dirty stuff ended. I have beon pretiy forthricht with thom letting
them imow quite explicitly th.t I have copies from different files of what they allege
does not exist. They began by their gena counsel insisting that they have nothing on
me,but without giving me what I have t ve given me stuff as far back acs when I gave
Jimy Roosevell seterisl for one of FiR's zore memorsble Tireside chats. That dates to
vefore I wae in 055, At the sane time they gave me, shall I call it an accident? the
proof of how they licd to thelr goauersl counsel and the exlstense of Tilss on as not
checked and not disclosed. Farout or nod, I do not believe they are_this stupid. So,
Laprobably as it uay be, 1 do mot vonsider it cutdrely dmpossidle that tide strenger
might be fed by psople he once ¥,or vworked with, And what makes this more intereating
in view cof aig lowuledge ol the » is thut the CIA ho: me in a fils they have not
glven we but parts of which 1 have that involves a central figure in that osse who isfa
friend and may be a CIA source, directly or indirectly. what makes all of this more fascin-
ating i: that aneowo iu the CIa huve to kmow, 4+ have a conpiete story 1've never used on
a CLA front thut is unexposed o tiais day. Noi Leing able to sell the story I've been i
saving it for this suit. I'm certain they do not dare give me volimtarily what they have. !
They don't dare ose their front. Briefly, 1t is a part of CIA that sesus to bLe oiher
than CIA and is st entirely uninown Lhat engsges in & special kipd of domestic intele
ligence. Or, if farout, not entir:ly impos:ible.

If you can eend we a tape, a cavette would be easier for no, I'l1 be in D.C, the
218t and 2/4, Best regerds, Earold Weisberg




