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lir, Yulian Goodman, President
Hational Broadcasting Co.
Llockefeller Uenter

New York, HeYe

Dear bkir. Goodman,

You hear criticism often enough, including ijmmme, Thercfore, I take time out
froa a longer day than 1 think you can concelve an aging, S6-year old writer can
continue te work for sincere praise for the first hour of Today, a credit to you and tlose
who conceived and praduced it.

That it fell far short of wh t it could have becn does not diminish its importance
in tiue context of our day and oup times, for it reached millions of people with what they
must understand and consider if representative soociety is to function. To this I mdd
another opinion you wsy not be as willing to believe, if our land is not to burnm,

The bureaucratic necessities of modern IV reporting, the shibboleths and the
unfortunately unaveidable detachuent of modern ruporters froim the realities of so nuch
of modern life made these delects unavoidables 1 do hope you will consider two thingss
that Attica and Soledad and San Guentin are not the end but more likcly a beginning;
and that NG could h ve been better prepared for them, as it can be for wiat I think you
will soon enough find inevitebles I write this while the rest of Today is #&ill on, and I
risk my reputation as a prophet to predict that before night you will be reporting other
prison riots, not of t.dis sagnitude, but what my own experiences of the _ast sevem years
of unrewarding work have led me to beliecve is inevitable,

In part because your people could not reall¥y have becn prepared for this morming's
show do I think it is an achievement of which you cen be proud, If expeiicnce leads me to
beliove you will do notling to prepare yourself, I waste time I do not hmve in the hope
that like .verything else in life, HBC can change.

Although his preseutation was excellent, even “unstler fell short of presenting the
bagic ilssue, which is not prisons or the horros of wodern prisons, He fell short in his
emptional truth, that we wust (all) ecome to realize that "human beings are behind these
wells", for what must go with this truth is the question how they got there. Closer was
the leglslator Dunne, who said this is not a prison problem but a human problem,

We arc far pust the point wheru the quistlons we must anewer, or to which we nust
find answers, can be posed as those of prisons or prison life. Mikewise are we past the
point where we can pretend the militancy of prison populations can be attributed to the
prescnee in jalls of wilitants. Jails today radicalige, They make pilitants. They are
fuctories for the production of Spartacuses. Survival permits little cholce for the in-
wate who will not subimdit to dehumsmization, and th. conditions of all Jails leaves litile
choice to guards other than tyramny and abuses, ind what do both wean for socicty?

We ere far past the point that is central in my own investipations and uritings
the suppression and ignorin Lave become a fact of LBC life. Lhe questicn,as it
relates to what tup ened in Attica, as in Ualifornim, is not prisons or prison life but
of justice, which has becowe a non-racial impossibility in this land,




There is still racial injustice, and unintentionsl.y you limned it this worning,
dut id is unot onmly racial. There were scveral references to Angela Davise You might find
it il uminating to have a bit of research done into the "establishmentarisn" support she
now has, ind she ie & Commnist, as callers prompted Downsto ad 1lib. But the sickmess of
society is in two obvious ways illustrated by her cese. She was fired for being an admitted
Communist, by the same State that did not fire the more prominent and much wore influential
"radical", Herbert Harcuse, who was her teacher and mentor, He is white, she black, And the
case against her is so shocking that even the USIA's propaganda in definse of government
cannot avoid this. It is no case at all. It is something for which you could as easily
be charged and for which there cannot be proof., If you have a weapon that is, let us say,
talcen without your assent and used in a crime in which people are killed, you also can be
charged as she has been, And if you have boen a decent citigzen, as I have been, and voluntar—
ily registered your weapons with your police, you auntomatically finger yoursclf,

1 learned of this USIA propagenda, which actually spells out to the careful reader
how she iz really being framed, by acecidcnt. The august Hew Yurﬁ‘i‘imea Book Iteview, which
had ignored all my earlier books (WBC has no monopoly), in this case found none of its
coupetent staff, least of all the excellend reporter, “artin Waldron, who had reported
the "trial" of James Earl Ray, fit to "review" my book on that case and the assassination
of Dr. dartin Luther iding, Jr. And of all the lawyers they could have sought out, they
reached all the way accross the country for a man who, while simultencously writing tids
USIA propaganda, also hed a clear record of a/having usde himeelf my enemy and b) unthinlking
sycophancy in support of all the official mythology about the political assassinations. He
was not disqualified, not for the lises in so noble a purpose, in his earlier carecr, which
included having been the law clark of the Sypreme “ourt Justice whose son was the attorney
General under wh.ch =ll I expose hap.ened \and who will yet come to understsnd that he
is one of the victims). Nor, among other things, was he disqualified by long serviece in
the Depariment of Justice and as the former associate and friend of those really responsible
for what really is the framing of Ray and with hin of history and justice. in outraged
correspondent from a different country sent this USIA propagenda to me after he got it and
had read my booke

Yhe Angela Davic case is but onc of thase that 46 radicalizing most of the blacks
end a fair proportion of white youth. It includes intellectuals of both races. 1 have
met with and talked with enough of them, of several generations, to knov this to be true,
Sam Greenlee's novel, Lhe Spook Who Sat Uy the Door, may well be regarded as a work of
nou~fictions If you could but meet with them on a basis of trust as I have, I think this
permeating attitude would stun you,. iHost black thinkers today will, if they trust you, tell
you that they believe justice has become impossible. Some will go further anu tell you, as
they began telling me two years ago, that guerrilla warfare will be our way of life within
10 years. I think we are now in its earlier stages. I disagree .ith them only in thinking
it will not be Trow the left elone. liy own work proves it had plready begun from the right,
«ithout any interference from the federal govermmont or most State govermments and with what
can without real)exag erantion be considered the silent col sboration of “oover snd the FBI.

If, as 1 of#courae hope ink tekdng time I do not have to write you, you will read this
letter, you will wnderstaud that it io spontaneous and necessarily not properly orguhiged,
The foregoing thought leads ue to sowstiing I have just writtenm in a book on vhich I am
working, the recent pronouncements of the Yhief Jystice and the 4ttoriey General as they
describe the open and unabashed federal intent to rewrite the Constitution to e}iminate the
protection: that, il denied one, are denied all. Thesc protections have becowe "frillg", no
more, and the Consttitution right of the accu-ed only to a speedy trial is bDeing translated
into the inalienable right ol the prosecution. Can you conceive of the radicaligation and
the new and added violence this will camme? E pecially whon it has become the custom to
mako up a nusber of untenable charges to add to each indictment, cspeeially of the poor,
not all of whow arc black, to persuade him to plead guilty instead of standing trisl, &
perfect iachin. lor the railroading of the iniocent accused into jail,
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Larlier I referred to the beginning of guerrilla warfare by thw extremists of the
righte I have given soucone at 4B8C a copy of g minor but more comprehensible exauple of
This, how the right arranged for the explosion at the Wilkerson Urenich Village home in which
the loft was maldng bomuba, I have had the Literature of 4l right on thies kind of tiding for
years, including the detailed and scicntifically perfect handbooks of the “inutemen, They
make the /narchist's Cookbouk look like a recipe for crepes sugzette. and I have file after
file of samples from llany sources, some of whom had acceas to and reprinted classified
governuent handbooks, 4lthough I have wiven it to a police agelcy with which I work, I can
€8t you the classified Viet Cong handbook on booby~traps anc such devices that the Hinute-
Zen got frow someone in the Armye Thiy is the king of thing that has been used egaingt
blacks for years, They thus feel that the alternative to Tenainivg nute and continuing to
tolerate the intolerable i$ to radicalize and to prepare for and practice violence againgt
these dangerous and murderous nuts as well as against tie orgens of socisty,

ars persuaded of this is one of the tihdongs that can stili shock me and las, despite the
Kind of wori (I think ¥ou uay remember) that I heve been doing for years, In hemphis, for
exauple, whers I could not go until after iy book had bo.n printed, I found no gingle black
Gan willing to believe that James Larl Ray really did shoot Dr, Kingl A1l they needed to
Kuow was the couditions of their lifc, the kind of "justice" it hold. for themediw Some of
them spelled tuis out in simple languages if the police accused him he hed to be innocentl

and there, what precegiied the assassination, also radicaliged the non-militant
blacks, Who I am ang what 1 had written soon spréad through the motel in which I worked
and lived, in somevhat exa gerated form. I found midile-aged blacks sesking me out to
eiplain to me that while their lives to then had been dominated by fear, the conditiong
that led to that strike, the official attitude toward it and the inchoate violence set off
by frustrated youth hau made them cowe to believe that for them there remains no dditernative
to violence, And this is the opinion of those relatively well offy with betier Jobs than
they had in theip earlier days considered they could ever have,

While I was in lemphis I gat through the "huar.l.ng" to determine whether there would
be a hearing that in turn could determine whether Ray could have an evidentiary hearing,
such is the complexity of the law and the quest for justice, It was a4 80rry pham in which
the judge had already made up his mind and had his halfehour long "decision" prepared in
advance (I have the transoript and a nog-i1iicit tape of his delivery of it), Prior to that
he cleared the docket, Thepriust have been more than two dozen identigal cases, all involving
young blackss is euch was called the judge asked a simple question, “Bouble Jeopardy?" The
rposecutor said, "Y:5, your Honor", and the Judge in esch case assesged a 450 fine, as I
Tecall, and it was all over. liow in each of thege cazes it wag triple Jeopardy, until then
deial, where each of this young blacks hau thrice been charged with a Single offense, in ¢ ach
case carrying a pistol! Not one case of uging it - just having it in case he felt he neecded it,
4dnd each elouwent of Lovernment, it seemed, charged hin wvith the one offense, one of the
better ways of loading the jails with the most militant who &ze pade more wilitant wunf who

in tgrn prosﬂ.z,tiza.

I could go on and on, but nifither of us has time for it, Part of the root cause ig
the failure of tie uedis, in my bellef, to adequately (if at all)- report some of the causes,
to expose injustices, to report what can lead to the Necessary changes in socicty. You
People arc hung up on the political assessinations and when you have aired anything have

one anu the wrong side, that of government and erring governuent, but why not et onc of your
eny researchers to ¢glve you the crime statistics (and perhaps those on dope) begindng with

the ascassination of John dennedys I know from uy frequent contracts with the Lmostly white)

young the déspuir they folt over the inadequacy angd Wnacceptability of the official mythology
@1l you fat cads called beautiful rad.r;!me:lt. liko those of 4he fabled euperor, Or thing for

2 moment of the cash cost alone or the unprompted violunee that was the iguediate reaction

to the “dng @ssassination, (I digress to sug cst that you wili, if you dig dee\]J@y enough,
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find that the San Francisco Bay chiepyes agminst Panthers and what I believe is the murder
of one stem from police interference in and effort to prevent their at tempt to cool black
vagsions at that time)

So I do praive you and you sre entitled to praise for what you did this morning, and
all those who had to have worked so much during sleeping time to nake it posi.ible .lso
deserve praise, When I compare thiu fine journslism with the vigious sttack on Tom Wicker,
who was & brave man to go to Attica when the prisoners asked it and an honeut man in saying
what he believed, aired by WHAL-TV last night, then you look even better.

But praisc is not enough. Especislly the executives of the ma jor media have
regponsibilities they hasfiore thon shed - they have ordered not be met, Yor my part,
although I am Lroke end in debt and there is no poscibility of profit to me, + have
undertaken to background and mk inform an unwilling media of what impends, That I was
right is not my point. That it would do nothing is, I eite you one example of how far
you have strayed from the once—traditional path of iAmerdcan Jjournaligm, It is now about
nne months since I ghowed a man in responsible position with NBC news proof of what has
since become fact and public in the assassination of liobert Lermedy. From the first of the
year until Yuly you would do nothing, Then you did nothing., And I have no book on the _ i
liobert Kennedy assassination to be promoted. Q&
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Justice is not an gbstraction. Least of &1l is it for the frustrated for whom it
has become impossible - or at least most of them belicve 1t is impossible, and the
distinction is meaningless. All of my books =all suppressed by you - document this, I
should say began to document this before it became the national problem it now is. There
is a documentation of this in FRAME-UP I challenge you to equal - or refute, And I papered
NBC with copies - including copics I had to buy to give you. i

You und your stations have aired the other side. Need I remind you of the attention
Jyou and your statlons gnve Foreman, livie snd lanes, at the time of the progthtution of
Justice in llemphis and at the time of tue LOOK articles. Where I asked for fairmess-doctrine
time - and where #38C personnel rocommended it — I was denied it, That book is deads You are
one of its assassins, I am not asking for time, nor am I asicing for tine to promote a corpse.

I am asking that the country not die- or burn more than it has. And this means that
the major media hust assume its responsibilities as it has not and as it has refused to.

If you have the courage to undertake courageous investigative reporting one of the
by=-products might be to tell the disenchanted that there may still be hope, I think I can
help you break the Rap Brown boibin: case ¢ nd I certainly em not a partisan here). Had I
the time and facilities, I am confident I could do it ulone —oven acting as wy own lawyer
should tlds Le necessary,

In any event, in the interest of history and of Yom Wicker, against whou there may
yet be & larger campaign, 1 do hope you will ses to it that thc remaining outtakes, especially
audio, where your costs would be slight, are pres.rved, and if you nmake a transeript of B
this morning's show, I1'd appreciate & copy and permission to quote, should I later desire Ei\)
to, in future writing should I address this subject. -

‘Sincerely, i

Harold Weisberg i



