12/2/70

Dear Mr, Franokel and Mz, Vanecur,

My profound respeci for and deep appreclation of your magnifieent and important
Apmy-intelligence atory on "First Tuesday". As = writer with intelligence expcricnce
osnd as a citlsen concerned over the erosion of freedom -and as the victin of some of
the officiul excessesy I want to convey what 1 know is more than one man's epinien
that you have done an enormously=-important publie service,

I would approciate a transceript and perudlssion to use parts, with attribution,
if I find it gppropriate in my cwn fuiture writing.

And I do hope you will find it possible te present this reclly fine job of
significant invedtigating reporting in mere permanent f.n_. a bool,

Your Minnesotz sequences in particular interested we becguse of what happened
vben my baggage was intercepted after 1 made a mideliay speech in Mimecapolis in 1968,
My topic was "The Integrity of Our Soclety", and I dealt largely with such investigzative
abuses, Alert studenis apeited older men in the audience, eguipt with & poorly-hidden
tape recorder. When this was reported to the University Tepresentative ih my prescnce,
I lavished kinanesses and extra considerations on these men, like spelling nomes, telling
them (m*.hfnlly) that loagewinded es I ean be, I had made arrangements for a dub of the
officiel tape feor tvhew, things like that.

At the airpert 1 watched my baggage go down the proper (Branifi) chute and without
furtoer coucera took an origlusting plane that stepped Wheat'I debarked, at Kansas City,
amidex at Uallas. There was ne baggage for me at Kansas City, I caused a search to be
made belore the plant lefts It had not been left at Mioneapolis, for a phone call was
made in my presence, It had not besn located by 2 a.m., when I returned to the airport
after my appearance, £y then the plane had endsd its rum,

A day or two later, Braniff loczted this baggage in the hands of another airline,
widieh could mot exzplain 1ts preosence, in a elty to which my plane did znot goe i brand
new typewritor was professionally destroyede-without a scratch to the case. A braud new
tape recorder was fixed se that while performing beautifully on playback, it could not
record., My Valea=paic had been hung without removing heavy books frou a pocket, thus
tearing the hondle leese. And every sorap of paper, including packete of raiches, was
taken, iy clothes were in poor condition, Recerdss exist, for Branlif wad very deceut,
making good what they preperly ocould.

1 had to junk the typewriter (and was unable to use it during wy iuvestigutions).
The damage to uy tape recorder was 80 skilfully handled that the expert who handled
the servieing and rapairing of such machines for the New Orleans police told the
detective who tried to get it repaired rapidly for me that he couldn't posuivle do and
guarantee the job in less than 10 days to two weeks. Se, I couldn't use it in oy work,
either, After three trips back to the factory, this wachine is still not dependable,

I Imew some federal investigators are net overjoyed at my work. Now I wonder if
I'd suspected the wrong ones,

With sincere respect,

. Harold Weisbere ...
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