X 4nvite you to exsmine what you have aired on,jﬁg?

. is itself news. How meny men work ¢s long, 3z hord, ss sndlessly, without dn- .. ..
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NE¥ ADDRESS: Rt. 7, Frederick, Md. 2170L:::301/473-8186
: .Ttmn:_‘lyt 18,1958

Dear Chet Huntley, . e gz A .
. .., Un your yesr-end roundup (congretuletions oo a th_nroua;lf professionel
performsnce of conepisuous competencel), referring to the Stokeley Cermicheels,
you soid we'd be in terribla ehspe if people end news ware suppresses. Your

own words were better., I wish 1 recslled them sxactly tc quote.

Trus, you snd NEC do not.eu‘pprese Carmicheel,

Put you end NBC do suppress, and on ep iseve just es vitel - I think

more vitael.
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 with which s President wes comeizned to history, snd what NBC hes, R

It ie true ,ﬁh‘ag“tﬁ this ujn enormously empxi'catp:". fgubjact, mede uns
necesserily so by tha abdicstion of ths pre:ss end the deceptlion of govermment.
Bub thet in no wey diminishes the responsibility of the reporter snd the medium

to exsmine it end to present whet hord news there 1is.

Perhaps imo'dsat";y, 1 fhink virtuslly 211 thot hard news stems from nia.a'nd'
my work, HEC hes not sired me once-not 8 ringle time, K4ne wes the first book. I

_em the only one working in the field t~ have continued hie work. I chellenge

snyone to show any major contribution in sny of the works thet have followed
mine thet we: not firet brought to light by me, Aixewise, I challenge enyone
to show ® ms jor error in eny of my four published beoks. 2

¥y osn news experienge tells me thet whet * h=ve done, right or wrong, . it

come, in pursuit of s principle? How many buck lethargy, officiel end unoftieisl,
or go in debt to become thelir own publishers? How meny thereby open up e .closed
field? Yet what attention there hos baeon hes gone %o those who ‘ceme slong and
hervested the erop I hed plowpd end cown gimply beoruge they bad commnercisl

‘sponsorship. What does this ssy of the press, of the news pres: of radio and TV:
_1s _thers no news, nc publishing news, not dalivered to you by 8 floeks | .

Friends who bscame friends tharough their respset for my werk souzht out
friends og NBC's Today Show, They wers told Todey would be gled to alr me-
on any pther subject. The subject opened end NBC did o show - using those whose
books apppared lster. NBC sdvertised my oprositicn-u=ing the then well-kmown
copyrighted neme of my beok to edvertice theml :

Any impsytisl exeminetion of what I hevs dome, ealde from becoming a
publisher without s cent of espital end gelng farthur intc debt to continue
thie work, will shew.it is en investigetive reporting job like nmone ycu have
ever scen. Just look 8% the sp.aniix to THOTUCRIIHIC VEITEWASH: SUFFRESSED
KEUIEDY ASSASSINATIG TICTURES, John Sterr 1s to heve givem you ell four of .
my published bosk, 8o you should have it. Or resd the reveletions of the deception
and suppression of CIA involvement in OSRALD 1N NEW ORLEANS (nonme of my books

have been mentioned on NEC save for & cheap ereck by your coliesgue David
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Brinkley), and in the oonten‘ of your proper comment on the roundup, justify i-
to yourself, if not to me, fsilure %o mention any of this work on the show
you preside over. :

{

Regardleses of whet is or is not %rue, regiardless of whether you belisve |
the Werren Commission right (end you cen only by never reading its Report), |
this 1s the touchstone issue of our lives, The integrity and future of our AR |
society hinge on 1t, Suppose the government wes wrongt Is eny President i
theresfter safe’ Any of our institutions? Suppose Oeweld wea framedi Is eny= |
one. thereafter immne to similar framings -~ - - | B g H
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3 Yow suprosa, 8a I tell you, thet zovermment deliberstely, knowingly =

' told us 8 lie, Not that the members of the Uommiesion were cnspirstors, taCy
simply thet to hide the other federsl involvemsnts in the 8ssassinstion, the 1

l
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FBI =nd Seeret Service, with the snxicus collsborstion of the Commission 1
staff, menufectured a cese each should have kncwn wes & fiction 2nd palmed 1%

off, in the sbsence of =ny legsl opposition, for there wes no defense, 2nd in

the prssence of abdication by the presa.

I have more tt;a“ﬁs thousend pesesnof officlsl documents thet were . "

suppressed by the fovemment, I got them, quite properly, from affieisl

files. They will, somedoy, meke the most exciting TV specisl yet, end they . . ;
ere vitel to the viabilityxof the democratlc soclety. el Ty
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(Among these is the evidence that NBC psid Marin~ or sn advence comment

on the Report she had never seen, whose contents she could not lknew _br" R |
avsluste 1if she did know them, when its competition got her free-sarliert) '
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S0, think about .v'our trenchant remuark on the yesr=end roundup~-snd
your ovn part is meking the "terrible mess".
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Si{ncerely yours,

Harold ¥%eisberg

P.S. And I dare you to spend sn evening ssking me nuestions about this . =
or listening vo what I can tell you-and prove. bR i SR e
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