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NEW ADDRESS: Rt. 7, Frederick, id. 21701:::473-8186

February 29, 1968

ir. Julien €oodmen, President
Netional Breadeesting Co,
Rockefeller Canter

New York, N.¥W.

Dear Mr, Goodman,

If NBC hsd set itself to validating what I have been saying in our corres-
pondence, it could aueceed no better then on the Todey Show this morning. There yeu
presented the impert from Britein, the emineng$ John Sparrow, the most professionsl

of the professionsl spologiste for the Warren Report and for error in government, end
the most scholarly élandered.

fthough 1t 45 not the central purpose of this letter, I agein tell you thet
whet NEO 1s doing under your leadership and with your responsibility is not sme-
thing you will be proud of, not the ususl function of the press in s democretic
soclety, not the presentation of informetion but of propagands, end it puts you in
the position of being an arm of th government, I would like to eugrest to you that
whaet Walter Sheridan hes done in your neme, With the amssistence of BEichard Townley,
and what Johnny Carson tried so obvicusly to do, tend both now and in history to
link you with the CIA. You heve sll the regsponsibilities of a vest corporation to
beer, snd were you inelined to know mbout this subject what you must to eveluate
what you are doing end heve, you just cemnot. It ig clear that no one on your staff
cou take that time or hes, end there 1s no other source except in the "eritical
community" you een consult, snd that you heve not. On meny sspects, I am the only

one, and 25 you know, you h ve not only not consulted me, but I am eimost the only
one you have not in eny way ever alrad.

This morning you eired a slender of me by Sparrow. You beceme part of a
veet campaign, hidden to begin with so 1% could be rresented ss "scholarship". You
spresd a considerable amount of misinformation omd defometion. And you have, most
likely unwittingly, become an aspect of whet ie now s cempaign for the politicsl
ssssssiretion of Robert Eennedy.

Sparrow's book was, to the bvest of my knowvledge, never mentioned until
this morning, on the Todey Show. Until this momrnt, 1t wes hidden behind an
apparent revrinting of it in the London Timas Literary Supplement dated December
14, 1967. There a 20,000 word "srticle"” bears tho eama title, "After The Assessina-
tion"., The work in 1t and presumigebly the bock you heve now urged ell Americsns to
buy is so utterly incompetent he cuotes directly anmi within quotation merks witnesses
Who do not exiet! In it he libels me by saying that I believe Kemny O'Donnell was
pert of & conspiracy to kill his clooe friend who trusted him, the President’ How
rotten can writing be snd still be accopicble to NBC? Just whet will you not lend
yourself to in your sycophencyr ’

’

By one device after another, the Iitersry Supplement denied me the opportunity
for response, with Sparrow's lusty connivence. However, he amd I have since then hed
an exchange of letters, This men is so impartisl thet when a major British publisher
hed given editorisl approvel to ny first bock in the Spring of 1965, well before any

other bock on the subject had been wri tten, snd aske d him for an opinion, he caused
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them to decide against 1t by telling them it was not fevorable to the Commi ssion

and thus was not worthy of publécetion, from whet * heve bscn told. Under date

of February 1 Sparrow did not Geny this. Insteed he wrote with the evesiveness

typical of tne "echolarship" you sea it to presont to the Ameriean people in

the place of fect sbout hov thelr President wes murdered,"I reslly think there must be

some misunderstending here, end I shouldglike to clear it up. Whet was the 'housa!

in question" I replied giving him the name end date and repeating my challenge to

a confrontation on fsct. I esked him to glve me the neme end to cite the pages of

testimony of the non-existent witness. He has since been eilent on all counts. Fut,

without checking end despite the history of the recent puet, this quelifies him for

your prcgramming, Justifies your presentation of him snd his slsndsrs that he end

through him you substitute for fect. "
It is & shameful NEC history thet you perpetuste. Is this your concept of

the function end responsibility of your corporation, of news presentation, even of

enterteimment’s Is this what the stockholders of NBC intend as a dedicstion o the

functicn of news reporting’ Is this in accord with your own beliefs sbout the

respousibilities of newsmen in e damcerstic society’ Can you conceive of NEG 14/

no role save thet of lickspittle” Ie there no end to the sbdicetion of the press

on this most vitel issue of our day’

’

Let me cite you nn?_} exemple of the lesser evils of this show. Pretending to
address himslef to the charge that is in my book alone, thst, ss he put it, Csweld
was 8 "tool ol the CIA", this eminence thought it was sufficient response to lsusgh.
How what would you think of a Heport on the cssassinetion of the President by the
govermment that came into power because of that assassinstion that fails to mention
what its own evidence discloses, thet the sdfuged sssassin openly got Communist
litereture in the mail es 9 Marinn, that vhen thie was reported to higher suthority
thay ignored it, thet the govermment them geve him a freudulent discherge so he could
"defect " to Bussia, using the Fussien hs leerned in the Msrine Corpj end et the same
time kept him in sn organization where every man had et least & "confidentiesl" secur-
ity clearance end he had at least secret’ I tell you thet over end sbove this sworn
testimony from the campetent witnesses, including his comnanding officer, Osweld really
bad, from my own work, top secret end "crypto". You will find tudls eet Torth in full
in my mozt recent book, "Oswsld In New Urleans", beginning on psgem 85.

Is this something NBC wants lsughed about, hidden and misrepresented frow its
vest sudience? If you coneeive that 1t is proper for the goveroment to suppress this
from 1ts "Report", do you believe it is elso proper for NBC to likewlse suppress it
ond let this scendelpus men lsugh ot 1t% Do you went the FEI reports showl ng that
Oswald used a CIA address ms his in New Orleans: I'll give tham to you. Do you went
the incontrovertible evidence that the FBI 1ied {and the Commission rspeated this
lie, virtually verbatim) in hiding the fect that uswald had an accomplice in the
establishment of his intelligence "cover"? I will give that to you 8lso, copies of the
FEI reports included. This suppressed evidence has slso been suppressed on NEC. Thet
hae not been suppressed is laughter about 1t!

4s NBC knows, mine wae the first book anslyzing tkr Report ofxthe Terresn
Commission from its own evidence slone end showing from this evidence that the
“spnrt wee wrong. Until recently, 1%, my first, wss the only such book. As you should
know, I heve done more work in this field than enyone else, officials included, and I
heve & broader knowledge ¢f it than anyone elee, agein including officials., I have not
only rensacked the Commisaicn's published "evidence”, but I heve dredged thet enormous
literary and legel quicksand, its files. I heve published fur large books on this s1b-
ject; close to = million words, and I have the fifth book done. I% hes not spreared
only beceuse I cannot risk the amdditional debt burden it would require. Tp & degree,
I heve NEC to thank for this, for mot only has 1t sup-ressed me, but it has gona to
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extreme of using the copyrighted neme of my work to publicize a show thet included
es one of i1ts participants & man aho accepts the Comnisasion's besic comeclusion as
scund end without question, without ever onca exeminling it, ¢nd pretends to ® 1ts
"eritie", 2t it will sprear, and you wil' thon Lava more thet will not meks you
proud ef what NBC hos done under you 2nd of your own ebfi cation,

There is nothing eany resconsble man can want by way of evidence to prove
thet at best the Report of the Commlesion is not acceptable thet I cannot give you.
Zven 4f you wnt thevoice ~f the nnst indistrious connsel selnwbledging thet he
wAde their decisioms for them, thet he, without even = typist to vheck his writing,
wrote the tosic conclusion on conspiymcoy into the Report while it wee ou the press
and the night the presses rclled, end it we=s wrong, I san give you thet,

But there are none so blind as those who will not see. You will not, u,
#ill not toke the #ime to lesrn whet someone in NB3C-and sren't you the boss-
the time o lesrh, %y ovn efforts to give NBC the opportunity pgo back to 1965, Are
you afrsid in learn the truth? 4z it so mush more comfortable to avoid it and your .
nlgh %o suered resporsibilitios e= o mejor news reperter? You slect ths role of
unofficial apologist, s though thet is the glory of the ,mericen reporter ret her
then his greve end thet of press frecdom.

TlLroughout my work 1 hed such trust in NBC News that I kent two of your
staff mombers informed of whet I hed lsorned, 1o btoth Washinzton end New York. The
vory flrst few coples off the press when the first bo~k went into Zeneral dlstridu-
ticn May °, 1968, ircluded & half-dczen for NEC News. You were also offered a copy
of the limited edition tie yeer before and ditn't take it. Thot night Peul D¥e, to
whom I personelly hended 1t, glanced s+ it and seid without doubt I'd socn te hasring
from NBC News, Severel days lotor I checked back ond he enid Monitor weuld “e in
tecuchs The next weel: he ssid they hed chanzed their minds. Feed I remind you cf the
trech, trivie ond ‘funk $het NBC New: end Moniter found worthy of mantfon, whils they
tound no interestyin & book thet proves the offieiel investigation of the 7durder of
he President wes unsccepteble, snd spys thet vhen this heppens, the bamie institutions
of our society sre in jeopardy, thet o president end that institution thenceforth are
nlso in Jeoperdy¥ '

Or 15 1% thot you think fectuzl criticism of the government is = mehow
"subversive"’ Cemnot you understand thet it is this criticism snd the rectificetion
of error thet meked government strong end sarng it roanect’

,

To dete no one hes to my face elleged e single error in eny of my Published
work. Even your creven Sparrow, who stecdfostly declines to confront me or faet, haes
vet to even pretend to do this., It is not that I en porfect, or that my work is=, It
iz thet there 12 no mojor error in it, none not ithe design of the euthors of tle
Hepc:ort, and thet it is entirely unemewersble, +f you dispute thins, I chellerge you
to arrenge sny kind of confrontetion you eleet on it. I heve sant copiea to a1l
the preper officisls and seked them to show ita errcr, to o response of monnlithie
eilence, I have documented the 1llegrl and improper aupjpressions, to the proper offi-
¢lals, Mot a zingln denial 1s on racori,

This 15 the record NBC so valisntly supports, a record of falsehond, mis-
representation, dlstortion, outright lies, suppression and even the destruction of
evidence., It is, indeed, the recerd of which NBG ie now part, for with your om
Sheriden "renort" and his most dubious activitics (of which I have offered you proof
that you have steadfustly declined) you huve become = perticysnt in them, as yonu
are by such dishonors as this morning's show. It is your election, and by nor it
cennot be Justified on the teeis you did not know, If no one else hos acught to inform
youj I have. I heve mede you sifer efter offer to showx you proof snd evidence, end no
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one 8t NBC has sccepted that 6ffer. I8 1t thet you dare not®

r
. 1 meke no effort to cejole ym, to eotten to you, for I sesk no erumbs,
t 1s cleer thet this letter is not desizpned to plesse you. That is not my res-
ponsibility as & writer nor &s an Americens i seek to charge you with the con-
{rontation with your cbligetions you persistenily evoid. The longer you postpone
it, the lees pleasant it will be, Ferhspe, eventuslly, WBC's stockholders will
ezhwmzikpnt share that displeasure.

If 1 cen do nobhing else, I will leave & record, es I will and do try to
be the conscienses of those who seem to have lost their own. It is noct thet I fina
this sgresable -or profitable, as those slenders you heve fmeely sired heve it-
but thet I do sesume my obligations. Whet & tmegedy it is that only the unknown in
our great country do sol How ewful thet the rich end powserful refuse. And how
eickening that I'BC finds prime time for those who have commercislized end do,
suppreceing these who have not ana do notl

#ith Sparrev fpday, end on the seme show, you Gid es you esrlier 6id with
thet other noble embod nt of the writer in ithe free world, Chsrles Roberts, who
just, by coincidence, 85 a White Hpuse correcspondent is in a position to Geriw
personel profit from his slenderous spologia. In eath case you seek to become
#nd do become part of o campeign to promote e book th: revenue from which csnnct
ray for the promotional. expenses, snd you hsveks you hed, no cuestion sbout {huis.

In eoch cuse you slander me to your vest sudithee. To now you hawve refused me a feir
opportunity to respond.

1 herewith remew that recuest.

4s in sach earlisr cess, 1 slao renew an ofi'er from which I sannct
coneeivesbly derive a profit, en offer to eit down enc igform you, s %o do that
cn the besis of officiel evidence, You, of course, are an important spd very busy
men, I em not importamt, but I werrent I am send ¥ heve been busier then you. The
edditional difference is thet ne one peys me for my time, Yot I offer you this
tims, in en open-hended way., I will be in Yew Tork {0 make a speech the night cf
Mo: dey March 4, I will stey overnicht. if you sre tco busy to try snd lesrn eny of
the things I can prove to you during the dey, 1 wili stey Tueeday right. Premre
a8 liet of the cuesticns to which you waent smswers, If I cemnot give you coples of
the official evidence at thaet moment, I will msil it to you. I &ssure you thare is
no ecsentisl conclusion of the Commissicen thet, from its om evidence, iu terable,
ruve for the sesursnce thet the Precident wee murdersd., Thet reguired no Presidentisl
Comm! esinn for ite suthentication., Mithir rescon, I will sssume the totel cost of
reproducticn of 11 the documents you may went thet I heve, and I will photocony the
rages of theprinted evidence to save you the time of cmsulting large books, So,
thie will coet you nothing but e little time. It is pust time for you to find it.

In closing, Tack confirmeticn or deniel of reperte thet heve resched me
ttet Yelter Sheriden is irdependent of the comtirol ¢of ¥iC. I thick it ie importent to
have & gtnjfght recerd on this both becsuse of hi: present activity snd e csuse of his
reet convections end associetions, whieh, {x understand, include intelligence. If it
iz not to you, it is obvious to others that officiel intelligence i= very much in-
velved in this entire sffeir, from before the begin ing tc thexpresent. I sug gest it
ie e#lec impertent to you end MBC beceuse veur performcuce so closely persllels the
irtelligence intereet end, whether or not with your kucwledge, shews signe of recent
connection with 1%,

Sircerely wours,

Harold Veilsherg




