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_ Law on News Secrecy
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‘By Thomas W.:Lippman | source, not to the information|fused to reveal what was, said.
.. - Washington Post Staft Writer he = obtains. He told the|The grand jury was investiga-|
Ao ANN APOLIS, Nov. 15—The judges t.h.at they should make ting pos'mble}rregularitfeé in|.
! scppev'af ~an. 1896 Maryland a definitive 1nterl1:‘|retatiqn of|q rezoning granted to Siegel by|
“" Jaw, allowing S rnaen 10,16 :’3.2 l;;vtﬂ:egca;?:re ngggpg:: th%a former County Council'inj

g Fe 2l o oLl 1 ; 1963. ISRy YA
e s Coun | ived: 10 investigation.” | Rottman told the court that| |
i1 oft Appeals today in a case As_smended In 194, Mary-|the privilege- statute should
involying ‘an ahortive “investi- land's” law, says - B person|pe “strictly interpreted” : to|,
sation ,into aiiege d zoning ir- engaged in, connected with|protect only the name of the|.
c% S eRularities - in . Montgome or employed on a newspaper|source, not the information.-
ey ey i s e Ty ::1 jo}lxl'nal ort fgr mll;:ldilo g_: 7 Herbert: J.—Miller-.]ré,d St’:iri- :
Lo T v A R s evision station S an's attorney, argu at
‘g%:;t::;fﬁt&my;i:geﬁ compelled to disclose . . . the|“such an interpretation would
U A aourt % h;‘ T 'nt source of any news or infor-|reduce the statute 'almost to a
P "j{xdgfe'usu dmé?:'isiao E&':t mation procured or obtained|absurdity. It would require a
Witter 3. Sherid “m by him and published in the|newsman to divulge all infor-
cidaiive: onort ‘a:fm, m‘h ves-| newspaper or disseminated by|mation given him . whenever
tiga 1\.reB repg er for the Na-|the radio or television|the interrogator could name
o 't;.loa ‘]‘:is"fmig hCourpany. station.” . |someone to whom the mews-

‘f":;{;nwlt e rights in re-| It has traditionally ' been|man had talked. - . . .
fusing to divulge to a grandiused by reporters to preserve| . Although the grand jury in-
jury his conversation with athe anonymity of their{volved in the zoning investi-
figure in the zoning case. sources, but when Sheridan|gation was dissolved last
Montgomery Circuit Judge|appeared before’ the grand|March, it recommended  the
Walter E—I Moorman rejected |jury, the identity of his source inquiry be continued. William
the jury’s request last Novem-|was not at issue. Leonard T.|A. Linthicum Jr., who suc-

ber that he force Sheridan to|Kardy, who then was State’s|ceeded Kardy as State’s Attor-
testify. The jury then an-|attorney, asked him if he had|ney in January, said today he|
nounced it's investigation was|had any conversations = with|has made no decision on what
thwarted by the ruling and the | Kenneth Patrick, former mana-|action to take if Judge Moor-

appeal was filed. ger of the late Bernard N, man is reversed. .
Rottman contended today|Siegel's River Road Country| The Court of Appeals gave
that the law applies only to|Club. no indication when it would

 the name of a newsman’s| Sheridan said he had, but re:|rule in the case.
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