Lear Jiu, 10/12/76
liore on the Mann act. (pun)

Toe lead article in the Pittsburgh Fress TV section 10/1/76 is headed, "Pitts-
burgh writer Uncovers New King Svidence," Subhesd “Reseerch fwp NAC Drams.” The
calim to newness anl ezigiias originality of work is emphasimed in the lead by
Barbara Holsoprle (right)s "New evidence uucovered by writ:r—producer Abby Mann
has been turned cver to the special House coum ittee reopeming the investigation
of the assassination of Lr, Hartin Luther &ing. Menn, s foemer Pittgburgher, turned
up the informatiom while researching a drasa fmx he is .riting about King for NEC."

it then reports that Fann turned this all over the Fauntroy, 'te. and say= he
will & among the first witnesses.

"kann ssid some of the new evidence de 1s with the spripuing of sccurity =t the
motel whers King waa shot...; 'important information' from & former FEI agent, and
statement from other key witnesses." One is described as only Hedditt.

"esbthe more fucts I (sic) uncover the more disturbed I become!....iann's seript
for t e three-hour film which he has juast completed writing is about King's 1ife,
not the assasoinationes.”

Well, 1t is clear that the NEC legal desprtment did write me the lawyer's letter
1 suspected,with the typical smeantical evasions of whye I 851d, by using language
other than mine. H8, hum. Federslese sure gets arcua.,

I'11 let them respond, as thay s-id they would after Turther inguiry.

This io the kind of clactrostatic copy that is hard for me to read and is not
suitable for further copying. 1'll asic my source if I can have the original. I think
that for 4es and me both t"is is important,

Ky source is ons of th: most depeudable. If the Tormer Pit!sburgher mekes the
papere there again, have no doubt 1'll get it! '

I'1l) carbon Lea, 0 he'll know,
The ethics of these mekzz wreiched people!

Hann is doing a seript, or has it completed. Lane has beun working with him, NBC
daieribed it as a "spedial,"” I tidnk in their net broadecast for HEC News, So what does
Lane do once it is all written? He goes out to Hollywood and makes a pitch to one to
whom Paul had spoken for me, for a movie, In ahort, be tried to con a producer into
produclng ~hat “ane does not have except as with Hann, knowing Mann had done that and that
it would be adred by NBC.

I think I'1l write Fauntroy further, this time telling hin that if he goes ahead 1'11
hold a press conferznce and make of hinm the jacikass he has made of himself, That #3ia*
would not =X talk adbout this when it uade a differsnce, How that it can get his name in
the papers, he goea wiih an U30 ripof?, 1111 kill this siann/ bane/Pauntroy deal very
publicly now 1f sonething doesno't happen to rsctify the nasty things they have done.

It pay hsvo a good effect on the committee, oo, But I'll not write until after I speak
o bes, who also wrote Fauntroy. I think Les may want to czll his oifice first, He may not.
We have not discussed thia,

If 1 do I'll send coples to the sntire comdttee. 1 may write Rick carlier and
tell him what lies shead 1f there is any more of this. If thedr aye is going to be on
the tube rather than th: fnot the earlier it is certain the botter and the les: unsafe,

Best,

£.3. Thig Mann statement to the pap r was long after he received my letter putting hin on

nbtice, long after ] first wrote HIC's wresident by cortified return-receipt mail. ann got my
lattaw :2 tim wot saving hoe 1 know here.



